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OPENIN®ISIONMY Dh5Q{ /halLbD YLbD?®

In January of 2010when earthquakes rocked the island of Ha#tnd a
collective cry of humanity was moveuth concern and compassiombegan to
have intensevisions while battling pneumonia. Feeveral days the visions came
to me in a way that waselentless and overwhelming. At firsconsidered the
possibilitythat my struggle with pneumonjahat hadlanded me in the hospital
had left me in gpartial state of mental delirium Yeteach timethat | closed my
eyes while being awake andonsciousl saw visionsl came to believe and trust
that God was revealing something important to be shared, andesihese visions
L KIFI@S aSSy GKSANI O2yySOilAzy G2 @GArair
Kingdom. Though most of this book is written from a sermon series that |
preached in the winter of 2009, there are insights and visions that have come
since thattime as God has continued to reveal the importance of having His
Kingdom be my primary desire and priority.

What | sawat first with closedeyelids(even before going to the hospital)
were movinganddynamic colorful images of the earbieing formed being
molded and modified Mountainswere rising and fallings geography was altered
in rapid lapsedime. Cceans, seas, lakes and rivenared and flowed aslauds
sunlightand moonlightmovedand dancedn colorful array Tre earth was filled
with the awesome glory of the Lord. Though | ywagsically struggling with
coughing and ended up inhespital bed hoping to get some sleep, these visions
amazed andlooded my mind. Rer many hours of having these visions | felt
awed, overwhelmed and indpNBERZ g4I G OKAyYy 3 GKSAS GKAyYy?3

| now think of how in Genesis 1:2 the account reads:

a hd the earth was without form, and void; and darkmessupon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.




| wondered if Moses, who recorded what God revealed to him in writing Genesis,
saw something like these visions as he was inspired to write the creation account.
After about a dayf these creation visions, | began to se&ide variety of
creatures ad then eventuallypeople. There werepeople from every nation, of
every age, close up, individual, personal, and in groups: the next day and a
half, every time | closed my eyes | savkaleidoscope gbeople. The impression
that came upon me was #t of appreciating that we as humanity are created in
the image of God.Yet rot all the visions were beautifufomeimages were ugly
and disturbing. Some of these visions were even mixed with seeing beings that
were nonthuman, yet appeared to be intejient or humandike. | wondered if
some were alien, angelic or demonic beinygas | losing my mind?
Between my times of beinglert with my eyes opefand restingwith my
eyes closedthese visions continueds a steady streamSuddenly amidst these
sometimes relentless and fascinating visiotBere was an interesting turn of
events. Roplestarted turning and gazing the same direction, their orientation
had shifted in unison. They began moving together as if summoned or called.
When | looked to e whateveryoneelse saw, | beheldn extremely large city,
one that no human construction was capable of makihge a large mountain of
geometric shining precious stone, bright and reflective, the city loomed tall and
wide. | had no doubt thatit wasthe New Jerusalem, the City of God.felt like

Ezekiel, as if | was given a vision to write down and share.

% In visions of God he took me to the land of Israel and set me on a very high
mountain, on whose south side were some buildings that lobkeda city.
% He took me there, and | saw a man whose appearance was like bronze; he was
standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand.
* The man said to me, "Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with your ears
and pay dention to everything | am going to show you, for that is why you have
been brought here. Tell the house of Israel everything you see."

- Ezekiel 40:24 (NIV)




CKS ylIraA2yQa LIS2L Sa ¢6SNB aidNBdsYAy3
they moved toward thecity | noticed thatpeople were in various moods. Some
were rejoicing while others looked somber and anxious. The procession moved
from beinga widedispersedsea of humanity ta concentratedurban boulevard
of people walking toward the great city. tbpped to watch as waves of people
from different nations, all dressed in their native garments moved along as if in a
parade. With the variety of people moving toward the city | would find myself
laughing with amusement at times, and more often | wouly evith a sense of
concern and compassion as | watched #msazing processiorPeople from every
nation streamed toward the cityAfricars, Europeans, Asians, Aussieatinos,
Americans, Middle Easterners, and then the tribes of Israel, with rabbisngalk
proudly and rabbinic scholars with glasses and black and white suits riding
bicycles. Variouspriests moved forward together, there were Greek Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, and then the Coptic priesith their full beards and robewho
strode past. This was all so vividEvery time Isimplyclosed my eyes the visien
would continue. | became aware thathe movement ofall thesepeople was
leading to a climax

As people enteredhe large city they themrmade their way through the
streets toa largeopen gathering placen the center of city.It was dusk and with
the twilight and night time there appeared a large open valley inside the broad
city. This open area was immense, at best estimate at least thmess the size
of the island of Manhattanabout 20 miles wide and 40 miles londt this point
my vision was lifted to where | was looking over this large gathering [ftace
above In the middle of this meeting place | saw what looked likenaple and a
throne, with abright cloud and rainbowover it. The last part of this vision
involved me watching this immense gathering plaged all the people streaming
into it. The brightness of the central area was the focal point of the city, the

reason people were coming. With this last image stgymmy mind, my heart




was racing. The vision concluded as it slofalged from my mind. In that
moment lwas filledsimultaneouslyith D 2 Rp@ate anda reverent sense awe.

| was able tdinally sleep thisafter about three and a halflays of suclvisions.

| pondered whether what | saw, and asked God for wisdom and understanding
related to His coming judgment andingdom In the creation visions | was shown
D2RQa {2@0SNBA3Iyide IyR alaSadeo Ly @
demons | was shown a glimpse of all who must appear before God in the matters
of salvation or judgment. In the vision of the procession that led to the City of
God, | believe that | was being shown a time thatasing, a day of Judgment
when all nations shhabe brought to Jerusalem and shalppear before Jesus
Christ. A few weeks after this visidiwas teaching a class in our church, the
Scripture passage for us to read and study was from Jesus teaching His disciples
about the end times in the gospel datthew. As we proceeded to read this
passage the vision was once again reaffirmed.

31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory? All the nations will be gathered
before him, ad he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goXtde will put the sheep on his right and the
goats on his leftMatthew 25:31-33 (NIV)

This book is about the Kingdom of God, about Jesus the présediand Savior

who is also the futureoming King.l started writing this book a year before | had

the visions described here. For months | had put this on hold while working on
several other writings in my spare time as a pastor. Once again, God called me to
resume His work by giving renewed and clarified purpose and vision. This study
will explore what the Bible reveals about the process of God bringing His Kingdom
G2 SINIKZ 2F /KNAaGQa O2YAy3a NI LI dzNB ¢
trial thal & KFff LINSOSRS /KNARAaAGQa O2YAy3a A
enthronement of Christ and the restoration of Christ as King for Israel and the

world, and of the preseAR I @ | LILJX A Ol A2y 2F 6KI G Al




OAGAT Sya G2 aSNBust SyLINES@MdyEpD YHSYSoAof S
YAYAR2Y YR gKAEtS fa2 O2yaARSNAy3 D2R
something even more profound that Jesus came to offer and reveal. The most
AYLER2NIFYyG GNHzZiK 2F D2RQ&GCKEYIRFIARZ2 WS &
GAOGKAY @&2dzbe CKAA TFlLOG2NI 2F NBaLRyaAa:«
08 WSadzaQ LINY @8SNJ F2NJ LIS2L)X S (G2 RA&a020S
F2N) 6KS RIFIe (GKIFG D2R S&adlof A judgedhe | A &
LJIS2 L)X Sa 2F (GKS ylaAz2yao ¢ KS LINJ &SN
YAY3IR2Y 02YS>: ¢Keé gAft 0SS R2yS> 2y SIN
has always been a reality, and was therefore established from the beginning of
creationd ¢tKAa KrFra o0S02YS S@ARSy(d (KNRdz3
GAOKAY KAAU2NEBRO D2RQa {2@SNBAIYy YAyYy3AR
coming in a way that will transform all we know in the Second Coming of Jesus the
Christ, the Messiah.




FORWARBOCUS (The point of this book)

G¢KS YAY3IR2Y 2F D2RY {islwit@n as & Bogdlled{ A Iy
YR 22@Fdz NBalLlRyaS G2 D2 Rffdds the 2aithiul 2 2 N
sovereignty of God and the redemptive Lordship afu¥eChrist. This book is
written and designed to inspire and edify believers so they may grow together in
their understandingoD 2 RQ& Y A y 3 Rditlyand séitice dakessigCiNst.

This study is also written to serve as a witness and explanatioindse who
jdzSadAz2y GKS NBIf AlGe& TRepraferof e adtrdMNg tHaR R Q 2
skeptics, gnostics and even proclaiming Christiansiay find themselves
rethinking their assumptions about Godltimately all peopleshallbe faced with
theinegdA Gl 0t S | dzZiK2NRAGEKNBFtAGE 2F WSadz
Kingdommust challenge all to considaghe question:d 2 K2 'Y L &SNIWA
D2 RKUnderstanding KS aYAY3IR2Y 2F D2Ré A& LINZP
important biblical and tkeological themes of Holy Scripture. Once one grasps
K2g QAGIEt& AYLRNIIYyd O2YYAUGYSyd |yR
vision and purposéor life will be transformed. Growtlbf faith in Christ translates

into outward expression2 ¥ D 2 RIOm thradughyc@mpassionate and faithful
service. In this way people naturally become living representatives or personal
ardya 2F GUKS YAY3IR2Y 2F D2R® anddieoRgha &l
such personal transformatioand service. When the Body Christ (the Church) is

at work and is incarnate within societyne world witnesses the renewing hope of

0KS 32aLJSt 2F D2RQ&a YAYy3AR2Y KSNB FyR Yy

The key passages examined in this study are from the Gospéttiew and
GKS 0221 2F talftvao ¢KS GSIIOKAy3a 27
wWSadzaz YR (GKS aA3dya 2F D2RQa YAYy3aR2Y
presencepotential, and promis€ ¥ D2 RQa Y A yeuR thdrhrisi. KTH& dz3 K

Psalms were inspired by how God moved to bring people into worship and
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wonder before His majestic throne. The Psalmists learned to see the world from
D2RQa LRAYG 2F OASso | 2yaSldzsSyiafte D2
today, the meaning and hopef salvation and redemption. The connection of Old
and New Testamentare bridgedand fulfilledthrough Jesus Christ in the biblical
GA&A2Yy defnal Briél R@lasting Kingdom. While this Kingdom exists
beyond time and space in the realm of Heaviitis Kingdom is also now present
in the hearts of believers and is represented through the witness of the church.
D2RQ&a 22NR 3IAYSa dza GKS LINRYAEAS GKI G
fullness on earth, when it does come there shall be an unmistakatearing
and arrivalof Jesus Christ again in power and glotyNA 2 NJ 42 / KNR &l Q
shall be extensive trial and intensive tribulation throughout the wpldt upon
GKS [ 2NRQ& 3 fenkneedghall baly anf eviery thr@jye will fees
that Jesus Christ is Lord. With hope and vision renewed, therefloeeChurch
must go beyond mere survival and maintenance and serve the more noble cause
of furtheringD2 RQa YAY3IR2Y AYy [/ KNRAGOD

This book may be used asesource forpersonal stug, as a biblical outline
and series forworship or sermons or for small groups, triad groups or for a
SundaySchoolclassesd ¢ KS YAy 3aR2Y 2F D2RY {If @i
designed and groupested to bepracticalandinsightful uplifting and chkenging.

For further prayer support and resource supplements, you may go online to
the website www.comefollowjesus.com, wherdt 2 § SN 2 Ay (i drdNB a Sy
provided for aching or preachingThisstudywas designed to stand on its own,
and yet it my also bausedas a good second study following the bafisxigeship
0221Y a/ 2Y SébgCx.iStof ArnolWthis daddy may also serve to help
you develop a type of small grouministry referred to asa ¢ N&k | B & Y I £ f
support/study groug of three o four people. A very helpful annotated

bibliography at the end gives more resources for understanding hitdical
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teaching of the Kingdom of God and for further support for small groups and triad
groups.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Scott T. Arnold has beea pastor for ogr 26 years. He received his
Doctorate inMA Y A A G NBE S GAGK | LINRP2SOG Ay @&¢NARI
WAOS | YADBSNEBAGE AY [AOGK2YAlFX DS2NAAI ®
WS & dzadbkandlBible Studyn initial formative discipleship. Scott has also
F dz K2NBR a{2dzf CNHZAGY . SFENRYy3I . fSaarys:
facing cancer. Scott is also coauthoring a book with Brad Parrish on Spiritual Gifts
OFfft SR a{1 Lb9yY ! [/ S{SSaitNds iaugk st thelift Sdhadh NR U
of Urban Ministry, and he is writing a book about how the gospel of salvation
provides hope amidst the realities of urban, global, or personal ruin.

Scott has a Masters of Divinity from Northern Baptist Theologaair&ry in
Chicago, where he also graduated from the Seminary Consortium in Urban
Pastoral Education (SCUPE), and is a graduate of Michigan State University in
Urban Planning. Scott is an artist, a writer, a songwriter, a loving husband, and a
father of three grown sons. Currently he is pastor of Union Church of Quincy,
Michigan (a union of Baptist and Presbyterian churches)hddetaught classes in
theology, biblical studies, and ministry courses. Scott desires to further the cause
of the gospel ofWS &adza / KNRA &G a2 GKIFG GKS 62N
throughthe Holy Spirit working in and through2 RQa& LJS2 LJ S &

You are welcome to visit theebsite: www.myunionchurch.org and listen to
sermons and some original songs from his church family. arewelcome to

contactDr. Scott Arnold directly atscotteagle7 @aol.com

+ A & A U digcigieshipinebsitat: www.comefollowjesus.com
W2 A Y sfaddlodkipayat: 6 { 2 dzZf CNHZA GY . fSaaAry3a GKI

12



mailto:scotteagle7@aol.com

Dr. Scott T. Arnold

13




Current Books and ésources by Dr. Scott T. Arnold

Current books

0Soul Fruit: Bearing Blessings Through Ca@r&EP (Createspace and Amazon)

This is the personal story of how Scott and his son Thom exjpeddampe and
KSFftAYy3a GKNRBdzZZK OF yOSNI ¢KS FTNUzZAG 27
comes through adversity. Scott shares how God intervened, worked through
people, and even revealed grace and healing personally.ishigten for
all of us who face trials and adversity, so as to give hope, faith, and assurance.

éCome Follow Jeséis ! . A0t S { i dzR & (Creatdpdcdandai@akon)f S & K
This is a basic easy to use Discipleship Studsnfiall groups or discipleship triads.
The main focus is on the gospels for practical insights into growing as a follower of Jesus
I KN AadGo a/2YS c2ftft2¢ WSadza¢ Aa asSit dzll ¥21

¢The Kingdom of God: Saliem, Signs, and Servide€  CreateBpace and Amazon)
This is a Biblical/Theological study with applications and personal stories. Questions
are also included for group discussion and personal reflection.

CSHINE: A Celebratiaf Spiritual Gifté {0200 '"NYy2tfR YR . NIF
Dr. Arnold joins up with his friend and a lay leader from his church to create
a lively resource for churches to use as they explore how Spiritual Gifts are
anintegralp NI 2F D2RQa NBGStIGA2y (G2 GKS ¢z
Church, as the Body of Christ. Scott and Brad consider both the joys and
the dangers

Upcoming books:

GFaith, Friendship, and FruitfulnesA Triad Discipleship 8 S& ¢ H M~
This is a long term discipleship guide for small groups or triad groups.
There are 26 lessons/studies of intimate and personal interaction from
Biblical passages that cover a variety of Old and New Testament selections.

GThe Gospel AmidstRMn { I t @ G A2y YR 9YRdz2N}I yOS F2N
tldzZ Qa [SGGSNI G2 GKS w2YlFyaé Hnmwm 5 N.
2F GKS FLRalttsSQa ddKS2f238 2F D2RQaA NBI
NHzZA Yy GKIFG SEA&G Ay ONBlIGA2YyQa 62y RI3S
to those who accept the gift of grace and believe in the power of
D2RQ& SGSNYyIf t208Sd {O02G0G | taz SELX 2 NJ
living wth the hope of the gospel while living in an imperfect world.

This world is increasingly urban, reflecting the how the community of

D2RQa YAYy3IR2Y SEA&GE Ay (Syarzy sAGK
The dystopia of mais not our end, but shall be replaced by the coming

New Jerusalem ushered in through Jesus Christ.
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MAn® & WdzZRIYSyYy (i Ay D2 RQAa2; VayadREPsadEm 67)

MM® G¢KS DNBIFG aSNDe 2 7Fl7;Psaf5MAYy I «
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Mp® G¢KS YAy3d 2K2 Aa -1 Pdalth NI 2 dza ¢

MC® GLYGAGFGAZ2Y (G2 D2RQR0;, 22y, PsaEn03)t | NIieé¢ 0O

MT® G¢KS wSiwdzNYy 2F (GKS -8YyRy¥A Psam9) o wS @St | GA
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VISION 2: A Story of Stars

The river was flowing steadily underneath me. The rugged wooden
footbridge that | had laid down upon provideal unique vantage point to the
heavens. The first stars were coming out in the twilight as frogs, toads, and
crickets sang upon the banks of this tree lined trout river in Wisconsin. There was
a thick cloud covering my thoughts on that clear Septembentnigfelt that | had
FIAESR AYy Ylyeée ¢glLe&a (G2 aSN®BS D2RO® 2 K¢
grow very much? What more could | do to impact the little inner city church of
Chicago that | served on the northwest side? Was | completely sure @ &odO | f f
to serve Him through urban ministry? Thoughts returned to a symphony of
flowing water in the sound of this little stream that swiftly moved underneath me
as | looked up to the starry canopy beginning to appear up above. | hoped that
somehow the ceation in all its beauty could sweep my concerns away in a current
of cleansing. My hometown friend Daryl had gone upstream to cast his fly with
A1Atf F2NJ GKS Ylye (0NRBdzi OGKIFG 6SNBE N
not to fish any more thatlay because | knew that | needed some direction from
the Lord. Fishing was a nice distraction, but it did not solve my need for being still
before God.

Praying, | asked God what His specific purpose and calling was for my life.
All the sounds otreation did not contain a direct message from the Lord; the
presence and voice of the Lord was veiled at first. Eventually, as | waited and
watched, enjoying the light of the moon and the deepening indigo of the heavens,
my heart was being prepared aaeh new star appeared. Then, to my wonder, in
a sweeping, arching, flash, a meteorite streaked across the starry night sky. | felt
GKS LI26SNI 2F D2RQ& LINBaSyOS agSSL) (KNP
joy. What | heard was a firm voice witty YS &l @Ay 3Y aL f 2
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OKAf Roé CKAA OSNE ¢g2NR FTNRY D2R aLkR]|
&2dzZ o Ly GKA& LRAIYylIyG adcgattySaa L f
preach the gospel to all the world, to people in e#tiand to those in the
O2dzy iNEAARS®E AGCSIN)I y2G4x L gAft 0SS oA
words of encouragement. The voice of the Lord was firm, warm and strong. My
heart was greatly strengthened and my soul was blessed. The Lord had come to
me in a beautiful and profound way. This was a very personal message from the
creator and redeemer of my life. | have often looked back at that moment as a
defining call from God, a clarification of His will to participate in the work of His
Kingdom. 8 SNyt f& L NBFFTFANNVSR (KIFIGd D2RQa
a concept of religion, it is a reality that is entered into and pursued by faith.

When looking up to the stars in heaven one can certainly be humbled by
the majesty of creation. The is a growing realization among the scientific
community that the evidence for intelligent design extends from the vast expanse
of the universe to the details found within specific and minute biological,
molecular, and atomic structures. The patternsttidefine creation speak of a
Creator. The way in which God the Creator exercised sovereignty through the
initial act of creating, and maintains sovereignty through continued interaction
GAGK GKS ONBlFGA2Yy>S A& SaasSyidaAalrgoing y dz
revelation. God has actively initiated communication with the world and we as
KdzYlt yAGe ¢K2 FFNB YIFIRS Ay | Aa AYF3aSo D
salvation and redemption to humanity, and subsequent renewal to the earth.

There are many clais as to what to believe about God and His Kingdom.

Not all are accurate or biblical. There are formulations about God and His Kingdom
GKIG ITNAaS FTNRY SELISNASYyOSa 2F D2RQa |
FNA&S FTNRY YlIyQa SUpPSyayay2FT2PDRRRAA WHS
will attempt to examine the revelation of God from the experience witnessed

primarily through the record of the Bible and secondarily through historical,
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empirical, and personal experiences of God. Hopefully thal gball be the
pursuit of serving, magnifying, and giving honor and glory to our Lord and King
Jesus the Christ, the Son of God. In this matter of glorifying God may we grow in
0KS gl & Ay SKAOK ¢S tA@GS o6& aGaYAYy3IR2Y
Word and Spirit of God will inevitably lead believers to shine a brighter witness of
our relationship and understanding of God, His nature, and His Kingdom. Most
important is that we become spiritually alive and equipped, our identity and
nature in Jesu€hrist shall then become transforming and fruitful. Jesus Christ is
calling people to pick up the cross of service and begin participating as citizens of
D2RQA&4 YAY3IR2YOD

2 KSy D2R &l ARY G[ SG dza ONBIGS Yl y
that God created community from Community. This initial revelation of God in
Genesis raises an essential truth: We are created in the image of God, and that
image involves our purpose and identity within the fullness of community. This
provides support for thebelief that we were designed by our creator for
communion and citizenship within His eternal Kingdom. Yet with the corruption
2T YIyQad 3A22RySaa o0& SOAfI LISNEB2YATASRK
it is important to explore the matters of salitah 2y G KIF G LISNI | 7
redemptive Kingdom work. How does frgeA £ £ SY 1SNJ Ay (2 D2RC
stewards of this earth? How does fregll factor into our redemption from evil?
Also, how does freavill enter into the establishment of justice,ghteousness,
and the accountability held to all people before God? In all this it will be
AYLRNIIFYyG G2 SELX 2NB K2 6S tABS | OO2N
K2LJS Ay 0S0O2YAy3a OAGAT Sya 2F D2RQa YA
transfoNY' F A2y | a ¢S 0S02YS tAQGAYy3I |a aAiid
we live. We must explore the kind of service God calls us to render in obedient
and faithful action as we behold the needs of people and are moved with

compassion. Kingdom service issential according to Jesus in the teaching of
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al lGKSs Hp H6KSNB KS aLISFla Foz2dzi K2g
GKS 321 0Ga oGK2asS y2G 2F D2RQ&a YAy3dIRz2
responded to the needs of the hungry, naked, homeless, $wgrisoned, and
f2ySte gSNBE R2Ay3I GKS g2N] 2F D2RQa YA
In writing this book my intent is that it will reflect something that is
genuine and life changing. Therefore, | come humbly before God, sharing the
62N] 2F D2RQa YAY 3R 2hdt has bidBybr3dvationSaadiza
direction for my life. This journey began as | was immersed in the community of
faith at Memorial Presbyterian Church in Midland, Michigan and was nurtured in
the basics of the Christian faith in my home. Yet not untilddneto seek after
D2RQ& KSINIZ yR NBO23yAl S (GKIFd L KIR
become aware that something was missing. In this process of seeking as a Junior
in High School, God began to reveal His Word, presence and truth thidegys
Christ. One Sunday | went forward to pray with others during an invitation, we
RARY QU KIFI@S GKSasS G422 2FGSys odzi L TFSf
might think. These steps were bigger than | could have known, as | did not realize
the AYLI AOFGA2ya 2F ad2NNBYRSNI Ayidz2 | Aa
GNBZSIfAYy3 GNHziKeé GKFEG Y2O0SR 6A0GKAY Y
never to be the same as | came to realize that Jesus had come into my life and |
was a child of God. Jeshas always been there for me, as friend and as King and
t N AYyOS 2F tSI OSo D2RQa 3IN}IOS sl a NB
repentance and faith, and has always been sufficient, no matter the challenge or
lack of faithfulness on my part. | keegatning what it means to humbly serve
Jesus, and He guides me with His word of truth and life. He furthermore reigns
with authority and mercy. What | learned then and what continue to observe is
that Jesus empowers and equips each of us with the Hoht.Sphis precious gift
of the Holy Spirit is from God our Heavenly Father, for the sake of our being born

again for inheritance into His Kingdom. My prayer is that we each may honor and

21




It 2NATFe WSadza / KNRARAGE | yR fralBassadgr ofi K S
the Kingdom of God.

Personally and professionally, the Lord has called me to serve as a pastor
of four different churches in twenty five years of ministry. From inner city
churches to suburban and small town churches God called rdeutelop a deeper
understanding of His Kingdom, and my theology is developing for what is essential
F2N) 0St ASOSNR (2 LISNOSAGS Ay 2NRSNJ G2
All people, in diverse places, are called to become distinctive arasbiplg to God
by becoming active citizens of the Kingdom of God. The best and worst in people,
in churches, and in communities, should not make us stumble in pride or hesitate
with doubt. God is at work for His Kingdom, and is bringing about something tha
when revealed in fullness shall answer all questions, and reveal all mysteries. In
the midst of the beauty and brokenness that we encounter and experience, may it
0S GKFG ¢S 3ANRg (2 dzy RSNRiOFYR (KIFG GK
K y R¢ usksdid. W Xingdom of God is coming in the complete fulfillment of
D2RQa LINBYAAS 2F (NI yaF2N¥Ay3I Tt 2NE |y

Being a cancer survivor, | understand what it is to face death and what it is
02 NBOSAYS D2RQa KSIfy¢g3Iia2dOKP AY [KS
&KIFIR26 2F RSIFHGIKEé yR (GKSy (2 SELISNASy(
K2 Aa UGUKS a[AIKG 2F alt@riaAz2yeéeod L KU
sinfulness and corruption, and have tried to minister framg own struggle. In all
2T GKSAaS dAYSa yR GUNRFfa L KFE@S SINY
is at work. | believe that the Kingdom of God is eternal, and yet | know it is still a
work in progress where God calls for us to be participatd receive and extend
His grace and mercy. Furthermore, this good work is rooted in the good news that
He has ordained through Jesus Christ His Son. This beloved Son of God reigns in
GKS KSIENIa 2F ff ¢gK2 0SSt ASOEngloyeBRNdNE OF

forgiveness. May we explore what it means to be disciples who share salvation,
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K2 0S02YS aGafAQ@AYy3 ardyaé 2F [/ KNRaAGZ |
alr1S 2F D2RQ& 3INBIG FyR Fft2NAR2dza YAY3IAR
There is nothing more inspiring andansforming in our faith than to
NBEOSAOGS (KS NBYSgAyad NBGStIFiA2y 2F D2

which shall transform all things in a time yet to come. This revelation is pervasive
through Scripture, and is available through the light afhfdhat comes through a
relationship with God by way of knowing Jesus Christ risen and resident within
2ySQa azdzZ o wWSYSYOoSNI GKFG AG o1& wSad
@2dzPé hdzNJ [ 2NR Ffaz2 Gl dAKG dza lbedodeINT &
2y SIENIK Fa AG A& Ay |1 SIH@Syéo WS & dz&
Kingdom) that affirms the Sovereignty of His Heavenly Father while also giving
K2LJS F2NJ 6KS Fdzf FNNAGIf |yR LI2gSN 27
persp A PS 2F GKS AYYFIYySyid LINBaSyOS 2F T
the Words of warning and judgment for Israel in the Old Testament, but was not
personally evident in Jesus Christ the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus presence did
not, however, equatento power at first, for He came as a suffering servant King, a
Prince of Peace, a reconciler and mediator between God and man. The Kingdom
was truly evident and manifest in His being and through His ministry. Yet the
Kingdom will not yet to arrive irufi power and glory until the age of the church
shall be concluded, and the Gentile and Jew together will receive salvation. In the
fullness of time Jesus came in grace and truth, and in the fullness of time He shall
come again in power and glory. Urtien, God is preparing the citizens of His
coming Kingdom, and setting forth the culmination of His plan of redemption and
judgment. Having a perspective in life and faith that is oriented upon God and His
Kingdom is of utmost importance, for such visiaips us know who we serve and
to whom we are trusting and accountable to.

For those who have thought that the Kingdom of God is a creation of

religion, this is shorsighted and dangerous. For God is the architect and master
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planner and fulfiller of Hi&ingdom. Historically, the kings and prophets of Israel
FIAtSR G2 tSIR LaNYSt G2 o6S GKS SEI YL
0KS ylraArzyaé¢o ¢tKS SYLISNBNHE 2F w2YS ¥
founded under Constantine which madhristianity the state religion. Colonizing
European nations failed as their Christian missionaries could not counter the
corruption of monarchs and merchants who viewed their colonies as a means for
building power and wealth. In Western Civilizationd &astern Civilizations there

have rulers and religious leaders who have temporarily assumed dikgostatus

YR SIFOK IyR S@SNE 2yS KIFLa AYySOAGIOfE
kingdoms are corrupted and insufficient, and the religious intertwirohghurch

and state has historically often wrought havoc to the best expressions of faith that
may come through the liberty of conscience.

t hdzZf GNRGS 6AGK &dzOK | g NBySaaz NBI
KFIa aSd dza FTNBS®E nedfér TomKuazdrt with Gopl,dahd A &
therefore needs salvation from the pervasiveness of willful sin and its result of
separation and brokenness. Human governments cannot provide freedom and
welfare for very long, though they are temporary agencies that maudadul if
led by people of ethical and moral compass. While governments and institutions
of man can be positively influenced and led by people of faith or gaitidthe
point here is that no institution or government should ever assume a-liked
status No creation or institution of man should seek to divert the loyalty and
RS@2iA2y GKIG Ydzad dzZ GAYIFIGSEe@ FyR SEO
Governments can only protect such freedom that can allow the workings of
religious liberty that leaddward faith and devotion to God and His Kingdom. God
alone is the author and sustainer of truth and grace, salvation and spirituality.

The Kingdom of God is therefore above all human government, and this
includes all monarchies, democracies, republars] forms of governance. Even

a2 (GKS GNIyaoOSyRSyOS 2F D2RQ& YAY3IR2)

24




beennorSEA&AGSY G 2N 2F y2 AyTidzSyOS RdzNA y:
has indeed been working above, in, and around the kingdoms of e¢hith.
Therefore, in a spiritual sense, and in more dimensions that can be imagined, the
Kingdom of God is a matter of historical significance, of present importance, and
of great future hope and promise.

Thankfully, the Kingdom of God is not dependeapbn our initiative, but
this does not mean that the call of God to serve for His Kingdom is any less
important. The Apostle Paul spoke of this as he wrote to the church in Ranteii
R2Sa y202 GKSNBT2NBEX RSLISYR 2y¥ YIFy D2 RR
(Romans 9:16). Wonderfully, God does welcome and involve those who respond
to His invitation and call to become servants of the Most High, ambassadors of His
grace and truth in Christ. The gospel of the Kingdom of God is therefore actually
quAi S aAYLX SY awSLISyld FyR 0StASOST T2NJ
AYLX AOFGA2ya YR STFFSOU 2F NBalLRyRAy3
engages us with hope. The Kingdom of God is not far away, it is right before us,
and even at wik within us, even now as we serve and wait in diligent and vigilant

actions of love and mercy.
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VISION 3: Providence and Airplanes

G Fad OFftf F2NJ FtA3IKG Tyyé OFYS GKS
at the Dallas/Fort Worth aimqrt. | had two hours to wait before the next
connecting flight would go to Detroit. So the idea catching this flight was
FLILISEHE Ay 3o G, Sao 2S KI@S NR2Y F2NJ &2
O02YS 2y (GKS tFGSN FFXRBKEFR FIS LINIDR2RR 4l
to go ahead. When God gives you directives, be ready for a specific mission.
CKFiQa (GKS ¢gl& (GKS {LANRG Y20Sa oKSy
perspective.

At this point, as | crossed the threshaifl the aircraft, | thought | was the
last person to get on the plane. | was wrong. After sitting down in the back in an
aisle seat that had an open seat next to me | looked up to see a fast moving
businessman. He knew the layout of the airplane andddok my direction. He
seemed disappointed as he realized that he would sit between me and the person
near the window. As he came closer | offered him the aisle seat, but he declined
Yé 2FFSNW LQY y28G &dz2NE AT iasweating, ori K S
if it was something goofy about my appearance that had him anxious, but | knew
that this guy had come to this plane as a matter of divine appointment as | had. A
variety of conversations led to a realization on my part that while he ta#itsalt
his children, he did not say a word about his wife. In our conversation he was
GFrf1{Ay3 o02dzi KA& Syea22eyYSyda 2F ftlLoy Y:
very green, like that he had enjoyed when he had lived in Michigan. In that
moment, as IwWa FGOSYyGA@S G2 6+ AG dzl2y D2RQ
memory and thought into my mind to share. | told him about a riding mower |
once had with a motor whose screws vibrated loose because the screws were

mounted upside down. With words of applidi A2y L &KFNBRY q]
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Y26SN) SyaaySo L FAYR L Ydzad Gl 1S GAYS
GKAy3a gAff t22a8Sy FyR FlLtft LI NIPE | F
a2 L O2yUAydzSRY aL KL gfamiyt rElationphpR také K | G
O2yaidlyd YIFIAYyGSyryOS FyR [GdSyllAazyo L
O2YL) SGSfe t22aS FyR GKS Sy3aixyS gAff .y
made this observation the man became very quiet. Then afteong lthree
YAydziSa KS &alARX a,Saésxs a¢KFEy]l &2dz F2N
of a conversation on the flight after that, but when we landed | noticed how
j dzA 01t e KS OFrftSR K2YSo® L AYAfSR |yR
One would think that mynission was completed that day. But God works on
many more dimensions than we often imagine. After all, God is the ultimate
multi-t I & 1 S NJ {2 B6KSY 6S I NNAOSR Ay 5S0N
proceed to claim my baggage yet, | sat downhtave dinner and waited in the
lobby while waiting my 2 hours for the baggage to arrive. As | pulled out my
laptop to check email, | noticed that there were only two people in the large
terminal where | waited. Next to the seat where | sat were a feseting cards, a
LISy FyR | 21 01Sdao ' FGSNI I FS6 YAydziSa
came and sat down, laying his canvas briefcase down carefully. Eventually we
a0 NYzO1 dzZLJ I O2y@SNAEIF A2y ® 2 KENB £ E NRS
alAR® aL +Y 2y Y& gle& G2 &aSS TFlIYAte
OFdAKG Iy SFENIASNI FftAIKG 61012 o0dzi y26
G2 K& @gSNBE &2dz AY [/ I TAF2NYAlIKE KS of a1 SH
OKdzZNOKSa®dé ¢KSYy L FRRSRXI daé az2ya ¢Sy
SENIASNI FftAIKG G2RIe&é¢ o G5AR @&2dz 32
GKSNBEKé KS AYyIldzZAiNBR LRtAGSEE® G, Saz
blFraGA2YFE yt Ay ®¥e KXISNII L FStd D2RQa f
Y2@PAYy3 GKAYy3 KFLIWSYSR a ¢S OFYS Ayidz
G,Saz LQOS 0SSy GKSNBE 0STF2NB b G2 St
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valley there is a stretch of road whefer about 5 seconds you can see the glory

and beauty of the El Capitan cliff and Bridal Vail Falls, but then the view is
obstructed by a mountain as you wait another 10 minutes in expectation for the
view to reappear. After going through a mile long tehrall of a sudden you see

the glorious valley vista revealed in fullness. It was at that moment, | remembered
my father who had brought me there with my family over 38 years before when |
was 13 years old. He died about four years ago, and in viewiosgectacular

place | remembered my Dad and felt his nearness in a wonderful way. 1 felt not
2yfe KAa LINBaSyOS> odzi GKS KSItAy3 LINB
YIyQa SeSa gSNB ¢StftAy3ad dzLJ ¢ A ( Kame®F NA
me. In this life we may catch a glimpse of the glory of heaven, and because of our
K2LJS ¢S f2y3 G2 32 (G2 GKS LIIFOS 2F D2
must trust that someday, through the passage of death, we will come through by

D 2 Rga&ie into the vista of the glorious Kingdom of Heaven, a beautiful valley
where the fountain of life pours forth and we are joined again with those who
gSyi o0ST2NB dza ¢ 2 KAES GSttAy3a GKAaA
intently. Thenhetb R YS> &, 2dz KI @S y2 ARSI K2g |
this moment. My father just died and | am on my way home to be with my family

at his memorial service. | am a believer, and just a few years ago my dad became
a believer. He made a lot of rtakes, but he came to know Jesus and received
GKS 3INIOS 2F D2RO® ¢CKS @gAaAz2y @2dz 2dz
LINEYAAS 2F alft@griaArAz2ys IyR NBYS6SR Yé
looked at one another in amazement. We considered theans by which God
worked to allow this divine appointment. By His providential direction God had
encouraged each of us, His inspiration and revelation affirmed. This event served
to remind me once again that God is at work, and involves us in th@opas and

plans of His Kingdom. Oh, and by the way, my luggage had actually arrived on the

first flight after all. God does have a great sense of humor and timing.
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All of this makes me wonder. Why do many people think of the Kingdom of
God as being sontieing either far away, nomxistent, or beyond our
comprehension? Jesus saw the Kingdom of God much differently than this, and so
did the prophets and people of faith who preceded His coming. The vision and
teaching that Jesus Christ gave us was botloltgionary and profound, He
understood that the Kingdom of God was at hand, this being particularly true in
who He was as the Son of God incarnate. Indeed, what God has shown us in Christ
is that the Kingdom of God is personal. What Jesus also showednityris that
the Kingdom of God is not to be restricted to place or time, but has always been
eternally existent. This does not mean that the Kingdom of God is static; indeed
the Kingdom of God is transformative and redemptive. Participation and
citizership in the Kingdom of God comes, therefore, as an opportunity of grace
and as a response of faith. Through faith one may not only acknowledge God, but
alsoreceive the if@ A Ay 3 Ay Fdzaazy 2F D2RQ&a | 2f @&
2T D2R 08\ (KA @ ySIOKA & NBAIY 2F D2R @Al
grace and forgiveness for salvation. The reign of God imparts life eternal and
AaKAYySa T2NIK GKS fA3IKGU 2F D2RQA& 3IdZARAY
is received and one camo longer read the Holy Scriptures as simply academic.
hyS 6S02YSa gl NB GKFI(G RSl dKSRR DT ¢ KES
of God is understood therefore as a reality that transforms people through the
FdzK2NAG& 27F D2 RQaon{edug comiSuegmgive &dldeddusp D
GKS 1 2f@& {LIANRGO F2N) GKS ¢2N)] 2F D2RQa
D2RQ&a YAY3IR2Y Aa OGKFG AG dzyF2f Ra o0S¥F2N
living.

Therefore, for those who believe and obey Gdtidere is reward in the
O2ylAydzZ t RS@St2LIYSyld IyR S@Syiddza t NBI
those who deny God and His Kingdom, who continue in disbelief and disobedience

(even though God gives ample opportunities for faith and obedience, andeslso
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people of doubt with innumerable blessings), to these there will be eventual
2dzZRAYSYl @G2AR 2F GKS LINRPaLISOG 2F D2RC
holiness of God shall not be mocked, and no one shall enter the Kingdom of God
without faith or upon their own merit. For indeed all have sinned and fallen short
2T (KS Df2NR 2F D2RI |yR 2yfté G§KNRdJzAK
anyone be received into the Kingdom of Heaven.

In the fullness of time God will establish His Kingdanearth in the coming
millennial reign of Jesus Christ. The view of the Kingdom that Jesus taught was
both personal and corporate, intimate and universal. In teaching His disciples to
LINI & | S (1 dZaAFKpKingdors aomél 2a lad 8K 16 ¢ Yonsaidsd
"The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will
people say, 'Here itis," or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is withifi you
Luke 17:2021 (NIV). Throughout this study we will find a consistent tension of
D 2 RKingdom being both present and yet to come. HaispturaldA S 2 F D2 |
Kingdom has been described by George Eldon Ladd:

ur problem, then, is found in t
(1) Some passages of Scripture re
(2)Some ot her passages refer to God?os
may now enter to experience the blessings of His reign.
(3) Still other passages refer to a future realm which will come only with
the return of our Lord Jesus Christ intoiglhwe shall then enter and
experience the fullness of His rei

A O
1

LYy SOSNE ¢l & D2RQ& YAY3AR2Y Aa SIHOSNYL ¢
O2YyFAYSR YSAUGKSNI (2 LI ads LINBaSyad 2N ¥
YEGOSNI IBFa DR 2F az2@dSNBAITyldeod D2RQA
intersects with our realm of creation in a way that we may experience the

of SaaAay3da GKFEG O02YS FTNRY D2RQa YAYy3IR2Y

condition of humanity combined with thexistence of evil has brought about a

It RRZ DS2NHS 9t R2y® G¢KS D2aLISt 2F (KS YAay3
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form of bondage, decay, and corruption within the realm of creation. God is

therefore putting into place a plan of redemption for creation. Man, being the

crown of His creation, is to be brought into the glorious ttem of the coming
YAY3IR2Y 2F D2R & /KNARAG O02YSa | 3FAy i
redemptivereign! yiGAf GKSy> ¢S IINB OIFffSR G2 LJ

three ways:

1. Through receiving and proclaiming the gospeal¥ationin Jesus Chttis

2. Through living in a compelling way that represents God and shines forth a
gAlySaa GKFG NBGSI fsigngo SE T\ SOESRNMGA | YaA yo =

3. Through faithful and unselfigerviced K+ G INB ga FTNBY D2RQ
lives tolove the Lord our God, and our neighbor as ourselves. By doing so
God will help us bear spiritual fruit for His Kingdom.

The Lordship of God, and of His Son Jesus the Christ, is notrefdyi@nal
living reality to those who believe in theirdarts and minds, this shared Lordship
extends to all the heavens and to the ends of this earth upon which we live.
Though there are those who seek to denigrate God and deny His existence, this
R2S&a y20 AYLAY3AS dzL2y | A& ledablighad\fforda & |
His eternal and unchanging nature of goodness and righteousness. Though all
subjects of creation are given freedom, and this freedom allows for creative or
variami 0 SKIF @A2N) FNRY 2D2RQEBA T AZ2RD2ZRWMNR N A
established YR 4SOdzNBE y2 YIFGGSNI 6KS OK2A0S 2
in and through History to uphold and estahl His Kingdom on earth and
throughout the heavensg A 1 KAy LIS2LJ SQ&4 KSINIa | yR
community. Still, the existence ofieand human corruptibility have allowed for a
REYIIYAO RNIYlI ¢gKSNBXo6é D2RQa VYAYy3IR2Y 3
LINAYOALI t AGASEAE 2F SOAf YR GKS AYLISNFS
is nonetheless consistent and constant, to reconcile aaoity and all affected

creationthrough the work of salvation, angbto bring justice through the work of
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judgment. God has ordained His One and only Son, Jesus Chiost, tbm so as

to mediate and administerthis great work ofre-creation and redemfwon.
Through Christ, the Seaat King who obediently went to the cross for our
reconciliation and redemption, God established a new covenant relationship for
KdzYl yAGe o PfGAYFGOSE e GKS LINY @ SN WS A dz
Thy wilbedone2y SIFNILIK a A0 A& Ay | SI@Syxé
call of God is not for people to wait passively for His Kingdom, but to wait with
SELISOGFGA2Y YR Ay@2t gSYSyGz (2 22Ay A

Overview of the Chapts of Biblical Study:

This study on the Kingdom of God will focus primarily upon the Gospel of
Jesus Christ from Matthew with writings from the Psalms that will also parallel the
gospel account. The first four chapters will focus upon God as enthroned in
majesty, might and mercy. The fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters will focus upon
Jesus as the Christ, whose Lordship is revealed from Heaven and whose presence
ONRAyYy3JIa K2LIS F2N) D2RQa NHzZ S 2F NARIKGS:
thirteen follow the path of discovery and discipleship for those who walked with
Jesus then, and also for we who trust and obey Jesus Christ now. Chapters
fourteen through seventeen will focus on the passion of Jesus, the ministry and
service of His death and resurrecticemd His call for believers to proclaim and
embody the gospel of His reign until He returns again in power and glory to fulfill

D2RQa YAY3AR2Y LY 2y SINIK®
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War ner Sal |l man: AChri st ods Re

Purpose of this study:

To glorify God and tohelp futher an understanding of the nature

and working of Godos eternal Ki
believe and trust God for salvation in Jesus Christ, become
ambassadors of Godoés Kingdom, an

aspect of life.
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Three Key PrintiJf Sa F2NJ OAGAT SyYyakKAaLJ
1. SALVATIONPeoplereceive salvatiorand citizenship
AY D2RQ& YAY3IR2Y o0& (UKS | dzil Kz
forgave and ransomed us on the cross, and rose three days
later victorious over sin and death.
2. SIGNS:Peoplebecome ambassadors/sigid ¥ D2 RQa
Kingdom as they follow, grow, and serve the Lord Jesus as
disciples.
3. SERVICEReoplegive glory to Godhe Creator/Father
and serve His Kingdom as agents and ambassadors of

reconciliation and righteasness through faith and obedience
to Jesus Christ.

Format for each chapter/unit of study:
Title, key verse, purpose of study
Introduction to the study
Scripture Passages
Outline of Key Scripture Passages
Exploring the Scriptures
Bridgng into Today
Questions for Class Discussion
Closing Idea, concluding thought

©NO G WDNE

Note: The scripturs cited will comeprimarily from the
New International Version (Zondervan Corporation, 1981)
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Dedication:

This book is dedicated in mmry of Rev. Forrest R. Gilmore, my
grandfather who was a faithful pastor of American Baptist Churches for over 50
years in New England. He served as Pastor of the Phoenix Baptist Church in
Phoenix, Rhode Island, First Baptist Church of North Attlebdassachusetts,

First Baptist Church of Leominster, Massachusetts, First Baptist Church of Salem,
Massachusetts, and First Baptist Church of North Saugus, Massachusetts.

Most importantly, he demonstrated his joy and commitment to Jesus
Christ by servingfall K¥dzf t @ Ay GKS Ol dzaS 2F D2RQ3
grace. He indicated that it was for the sake of giving God glory, and for the
purpose of building up the church. He believed in the Kingdom of God through
faith and service to Jesus Christe preached the gospel with intelligence, humor,
and compassion. On the occasion of hid'5@ar in ministry celebration he
approached the old pulpit at First Baptist Church of Salem and pointed at his fine
AAf 1@ BKAGS KI AN &l &xihg @of, but therekisSfieBn thél &
Fdz2Ny I OS¢ o I S 0KSY LINRPOSSRSR (2 akKl NB
YR KA&a (NMzAG Ay NBfeAy3ad dzalRry D2RQa {2

During my first two years of ministry out of seminary, we lived near
enough to himin New England to meet twice a month. During this time he
imparted much wisdom and gave me great encouragement. | thank God for this
GAYS 2F YSyd2NARy3as | GAYS G2 aLI aa 2y
me of the importance of working togetheritln other churches and clergy, and of
K2g f1 NBS D2RQa YAY3IR2Y Aad azad 27F |
SeSa NBO@SItSR (KA& GNHz2iK yR (GKS LINBAS
me that he wanted me to do his memorial servicet he told me not to call it a
GFdzy SN £ ¢ o0dzi G2 dzyRSNBRGFYR AdG Fa I aC
SELX IAY aL 221 F2NBINR (2 FAYAAKAY3I i
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for the crown of righteousness that Christ bestows togbovho run with faith,
GNXzAGAY 3 AY |1 A& LISNFSOG 3IANI OS¢ Ly (K
Ad UKS tAOU2NBEéO® a4 L RSRAOIGS GKAa
do so knowing that He is in the Kingdom of Heaven, even myaginus here on

earth to seek Christ and His Kingdom first and foremost.
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1. God is Enthroned

(Psalm 47; Psalm 48; Matthew 1811

¢
Key verse
How awesome is the LORD Most Highge great King over all the earth!
Psalm 47:2

God is Enthroned

Praise God for His Sovereignty! God is enthroned over the universe! Yet
we wonder why our human race has chosen hate, war, destruction, violence,
prejudce, perversions, vice, oppression, injustice, and inequality. To what degree
does the existence of evil, and the presence of sin, make it more difficult for people
to believe in God and His sovereignty? Or, is there something about the free will
God has tanted to living beings that makes for a dynamic interplay, and how does
this involve humans, angels, creatures great and small? How does this allowance
for free will speak about the nature of God and His Kingdom? What does free will
tell us about our ow identity, made in the image of God? Could it be that God is
both mighty and merciful? Could it be that God is enthroned above us and yet
desires to be enthroned within us by our faith? Could it be that the dynamic nature
of Godds Sov e the regizatioy that Igie Kingdom is not imposed,
but is implicitly interwoven into the fabric of all existence? The answers to these
guestions are found in whether or not
humble ourselves to follow through on His omg invitation to faith and
obedience. The witness of those who God used to reveal Himself in the Bible and
since has been that of a Kingdom that is greater than us, but also of a Creator/King
who is greatly able to change us, and work to redeem us. sJess ldniesk you fi
change and become like little children, you will not be able to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven 06 ( Matt hew 18: 3) Il n a very real
and enthroned by faith and actioms.

vividly expressed reality, not only within our hearts and minds, but also within the
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sphere of life we are given to influence. This participation in the Kingdom of God
is a matter of faith and trust. How w
where variance exists, and where problems arise.

The Kingdom of God was a key reality within the experience and history of
the people of Israel, and consequently was a predominant theme of the Old and
New Testaments of the Bible. Kings and rulersah®red first hand that there is a
God who moves and acts to intervene
authority. The Sovereign Creator God holds all people accountable, giving
individuals and nations the choice to freely believe or rebel. Even wish thi
freedom, the plans of God and His Kingdom cannot ultimately be thwarted, and
Godds sovereign justice cannot be avoi
and working of Gododos Kingdom give ris
Goddés SomriJdsts,usbdrn of the Aroot of Je
Davi d. Jesus came to ful fildl Godds K
good news of the Kingdom of God being
sent as a Messiah who would fitsome to reign in our hearts, and this mission
extends to where He will eventually come to be enthroned over all the earth. While
there is a great deal of speculation surrounding the details of how God will
establish His Kingdoaoming,hhe ceality &ind @dmise aft 6 s
Godds present and coming Kingdom is s
faith in Jesus Christ can qualify thenmn
overspeculation about Eschatology (the study of the end tandshe coming of
Godds Kingdom) can sometimes distract
' iving out the principles of Godds Ki
urgency of the Kingdom of God as He began His ministry. This urgency should
indwel all who realize that God is enthroned, and that He has a book of life where
all of what we do is known, and His very word of life and grace can be written.
The reality of accountability before our Creator/King should inspire humility and
commitment beazse we realize that our very lives are held into account. Jesus

called us to participate i n sharing t
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participate will change our worldview, and in turn, our actions. Yet, while a
change of worldview is imponts, it still does not address the matter of corruption
within onebds soul or society. This 1 ¢
provided His Son as Savior and Lord.
survival, meaning, and purpose therensuaderlying search for a deep longing for
transformati on. Goddés promise is fulf
at hand by grace, and the Kingdom that is coming by promise and truth. of God,
and the urgency of growing in faith and servic€trist as Lord is essential.

As | was writing this chapter | was nicely interrupted at our church by the
man who runs the school release Bible class for children. He asked if | could come
over and help chaperone the older elementary children bable techool. | went
over and assisted him with the Bible
and on earth, peace, good wi || towar d
up, he had children come up one at a time to recite this verse. Theylifiéchl

time remembering. The first one remembered the Luke reference, but could hardly

recal |l what words to start with as sh
peaceéo Then another child tried say
willtoal | . 0 Sever al children did get it

di fficult to state was AGlory to God i
may have been more familiar to the children in January, right after Christmas, as
the prodamation of the angels to the shepherds. But then again, | wondered if the
story of Christés birth had been as w
reflection, as | walked with the children back to their school, | thought of how this
very statemen A Gl ory to God in the highesto
and creation in giving glory to God, or we deny the opportunity and invitation. So
often we end up glorifying something else or even ourselves in place of God. We
violate the firstoflGodd6s commands given to Moses
positive commandment of Chri st to fALO
soul , and mind and to |l ove our neighbc

peace on earth, and good will towdrde | | ow humanity is tha
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relationship with God how it should be. The priority of giving glory to God in the
highest is what will prepare us for true and lasting peace and goodness. The gift of
Godos bel oved Son leloéthisuveorld] aspergomalinvitatiohto t h e
repent and believe in Godds Kingdom th

That same day when the children came to our church there was a boy who
was not feeling well. He was afraid to call his mother because the last time he did
she was very mad with him. I prayed v
mother about how you are feeling when you get home, if she is upset with you then
just tell her AMom, |l |l ove you. 00 The
to consider wat his mother might be going through, and to forgive his mother if he
needed to. In the midst of this | realized that | was not going to be able to do more
than give the boy encouragement, faith, and understanding. But then again,
somet i mes idrneedeédéf@ peapleada step out in faith and hope. God
allows us space to work things out, and His Kingdom reign is not absent in our
struggles, in fact, His reign is working itself out in our lives and in those for whom
we are called to be encouragingnesses to.

Not long ago | had blood tests done to check how | was doing in my fight
withNonrHodgki nés Lymphoma. The doctor no
certain proteins that are associated with my type of cancer. Perhaps my six years of
being in remission were over, | thought. He explained that eventually this type of
cancer returns, so he ordered CT scans, and an MRI for nagging pain and dizziness
that | was feeling in my head. Several weeks later the test was completed and the
resuls were in. The finding was that my cancer had not resumed, but that | had
something rare in my brain, AnArnol d C
hernia in the brain where it spills out from the back segment called the cerebellum
into an area wheri pushes against the flow of spinal fluid at the brain stem. The
symptoms may include dizziness, imbalance, vertigo, nausea, neck aches, and
fatigue. | was talking with my brother Paul about this (he is also a pastor) and we
specul at ed tihfe tnheicsk ofi ppaaisn firnom many yeal
pastor al ministry. We | aughed, but t he
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with this and wil/ give me strength. o
forward to advance the Kingdom of Gag will sometimes be met with opposition

and obstacles. In those moments we recognize that Satan wants to discourage or
derail wus, just as he tried to distrac
challenges we are called to trust that @dovereign, all knowing, and all able to
make us stronger through the trials and troubles. All the more, faith in God brings
us victory and builds the character of
A malformation in the brain cannot deter th@nhative work of Christ and the

Spirit of God.

Goddés Kingdom is Big

Have you ever wondered how big the universe is when looking up at the
stars at night? Then, looking down at the sand on a beach you realize how many
grains there are. God has d¢eshan awesome universe, and has even given us the
ability to speculate upon the wonders and beauty that we behold and appreciate the
intricacies and mechanisms of what He has created. Snowflakes, autumn colored
leaves, the patterned feathers on a bin# $oft fur on an animal, the many
interrelated organs that function together in our human body, the various habitats
with their complexity of life upon this earth, the mind bending distances in our
galaxy, and the billions of other galaxies, and so muokrengive evidence to the
intelligence reveal ed I n Godos creat.i
interrelated, that there is structure, definition, and beauty to what we see
individually and collectively, so it is that by faith we may grow to realizt ¢od
is revealing something about Himself and His Kingdom. God is enthroned and
affirms His creation by saying Alt 1is
i mage by saying Alt is very goodo.

We affirm that God did not simply make us as maehj or as having no
purpose or connection to His creative

the lifeless models of reality that take purpose and beauty out of the equation and
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so cram in things | ike #fArandoaom scefl elcit fi
Goddéds creative order brought forth a
creation to enjoy and find meaning in. This is not a virtual world, but an actual
Kingdom wherein our own existence is authenticated through communion with
Godamd one another. Goddés Kingdom is a
allows for freedom of thought and choice, while still maintaining cohesiveness and
virtue. Gododés Kingdom is big enough t
all people into aaountability of thought and action. Through the venture of living
people can find answers if they genuinely seek the truth. God is always revealing
His truth, and the ways of Godds <creat
than we can imagine, anget not so big that God does not communicate his
intimacy and infinite care. God is constantly and consistently revealing Himself to
us, and wooing us to understand not only His love but also His Kingdom plan that
shall redeem us fgaadithedsempoiary extenset of avic ini v e
the end, Satandés existence itself shal
accountability of all living creatures, shall be a

Goddés Kingdom has been existent an
both Old and New Testaments of Scripture. Yet the ultimate prophecy and promise
of God is for this Kingdom to be manifest upon the earth in a way where evil is
defeated and sin overcome. The ful fil

is, and shall behrough Jesus Christ the Messiah, the Servant King.

Godobs reign expresses 1itseltf in di f-
Therefore, men may enter into the re
stages through redemptive history. Tdfere, men may enter into the realm of
Godds reign in its several stages of
of His reign in differing degrees.
Come, popularly called heaven; then we shall realize thssibigs of His
Kingdom (reign) in the perfection of their fullness. But the Kingdom is here
now. There is a realm of spiritual blessing into which we may enter today and
enjoy in part but in reality the bl ec

2 RRT DS2NBS 9fR2ys Ga¢®S D2allSt 2F (GKS YAy
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Scripture Passages
(Psalm 47; Psalm 48; Matthew 1811

PSALM 47

For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm.

! Clap your hands, all you nations;
shout to God with cries of joy.
2 How awesome is the LORD Most High,
the great King over all thearth!
% He subdued nations under us,
peoples under our feet.
* He chose our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom he lovéselah
®> God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
® Sing praiseso God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

" For God is the King of all the earth;
sing to him a psalm of praise.
8 God reigns over the nations;
God is seated on his holy throne.
° The nobles of the nations assemble
as the people of the God of Abraham,
for the kings of the earth belong to God;

he is greatly exalted. Psalms 47:© (NIV)

PSALM 48

A song. A psalm of the Sons of Korah.

! Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise,
in the cityof our God, his holy mountain.

2t is beautiful in its loftiness,
the joy of the whole earth.

Like the utmost heights of Zaphon is Mount Zion,
the city of the Great King.

% God is in her citadels;
he has shown himself to be her fostse

* When the kings joined forces,
when they advanced together,

® they saw [her] and were astounded:;
they fled in terror.

® Trembling seized them there,
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pain like that of a woman in labor.
"You destroyed them like ships of Tarshish
shattered by an east wind.

8 As we have heard,
S0 have we seen
in the city of the LORD Almighty,
in the city of our God:
God makes her secure forev&elah
° Within your temple, O God,
we meditate on your unfailing love.
19 ike your name, O God,
your praise reaches to the ends of the earth;
your right hand is filled with righteousness.
™ Mount Zion rejoices,
the villages of Judah are glad
because of your judgments.
2\walk about Zion, go arouhher, count her towers,
13 consider well her rampartsyiew her citadels,
that you may tell of them to the next generation.
4 For this God is our God for ever and ever;

he will be our guide even to the end. Psalms 48:114 (NIV)

Matthew 18:1-4
! At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?*® He called a little child and had him stand among them.
® And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heavierherefore, whoever
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew18:1-4 (NIV)

Outline of Key Scripture Passages
Ld D2RQa ¢KNRYyS-9a 9EFf ISR 6t

a
Il ® | R2NI A2y 0S®2NBE D2RQ&a ¢KNRYS o
. ® ¢KFEYyl1a3aAgaya aST2NE D2RQa ¢CKNRY
/| ® t NI A&aS 0STANE D2RQa ¢CKNRBRYS op

1. God is present (5)
2. God is praised in songs{p
3. God is proclaimed as reigning9B

L L ®s BeRRi$Manifest (Psalm 43:4)
A. In His Holy City )
B. In the strength of His Holy City&%
C. In His Temple in the Holy City (9)
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D. Throughout the Earth and to all people (10)
E. In the New Jerusalem and Israel. (11)

L L L ®KirfgdbiR Buinbles Us. (Matthew 184)
A. God humbles the proud-@)
B. God changes the humble (3)
C. God rewards faith and humility (4)

Exploring the Scriptures

The two Psalms here are both songs o
Kor aho. These men were temple servan
porters in serving those who came to offer their meat sacrifices in the temple. God
used humble servants to give Him praise and adoration. The message is one of
exaltation of Godad o f Godds presence in the H
emphasis is that Godés greatness and |
honors His sovereignty over the earth. God has manifested His presence in many
ways throughout biblical history. Yete realize that while this is true, there is a
greater manifestation yet to come spoken of through the prophets and psalmists.
The full mani festation of Godés Kingdo
Jesus Christ in a millennial reign. ThesealRs were written to give the people
hope for the eventwual full mani festat.i
will be counterfeits who will claim to be the Christ, it is important for us to take
note of what the real Kingdom of God will be likehan the Lord returns.
Jerusalem wil |l be the center of Jesus¢@
bl essed and wil|l stand in awe. Prai
until the future manifestation of Christ and His rule uponggh. These Psalms
prepare us for that event and reign.

The passage from Matthew reminds L
Kingdom from faulty assumptions, expectations, and desires. Jesus addresses the
guestion of AWho willingelomReé wriéat gemn
critique. By placing a child before them, Jesus reminds them that before God they

48



are as little children. The Kingdom of God is not like that of this corrupted world,
where position and titles matter. What matters to Gothat we are willing to

humble ourselves to serve and get involved.

F

Bridging into Today

Praise and adoration of God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, now and in the coming Kingdom of God on earth, gives us joy now, and a
great hope and grand vision for the f
reality in the return of Christ Jesus the King. What will it be like when He returns
to reign in Jerusalem some day? The worship of Israel in the past was inspired
with hope @& the eventual reign of God on earth in a tangible and transforming way.
Believers trust that the righteous rule of Jesus upon His return will establish the
fullness of Godds Kingdom above al/l na

Jesus is the Messiahh e Ki ng who gave himself
t hroughout the earth. Jesus came to
and souls of all who humble themselves in faith and obedience. Jesus will also
come again to establish the fullnessof Gad Ki ngdom upon the e

£ 28
Questions for Class Discussion ,\41#»,

1. What makes for a good king or national leader?
2. How have kings or national leaders abused their power or become ineffective?

3. What hope did Israel share with the world aboeitréign of God in Psalms 48?

4. What is the role of praise within the community of believers according to these
psalms?
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5. In what way did Jesus humble His disciples? How are we humbled to be childlike?

Closing ldea (|

Themoreyou believe in Godds Kingdom rei
see that Godods ardatwgldAs gou grew inddith, yoar sedvice
will increase for God.
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2. God Is Glorious and Majes
(Psalm 8; Psalm 24; Matthew 175}

Q
Key verse

> While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from
the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased. Listen to
him!"  Matthew 17:5

Purpose of study
This study will explore two psalms (8 and 24attemphasize the

importance of proclaiming the glory and majesty of God. We are called to affirm
the name of God and discover the power of praising the Lord our God. Growth of
faith leads to Spirifilled praise and adoration. Our encounters of waréad us

to a deep hope and to expressions of repentance and joy before the glory of God

and His Kingdom made manifest in Jesus Christ.

Introduction
The people of Israel in the Old Testament spoke glowingly of their

encounters with God. The Psalms afi®m worship and are inspired as people
consider the Sovereignty and Majesty of God. In their oral tradition they would
recount the experiences that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Elijah,
Isaiah, Daniel, and others had before God. Belgeirethe New Testament gave
witness through the gospels of their encounter with Jesus, the Son of God. His
teaching and miracles gave evidence to His identity, ministry, and Kingdom
authority. Every so often Jesus revealed a glimpse of His divine attire

Kingship. In this passage from Matthew 17, God the Father/Creator spoke to Peter,
James and John directly that Jesus was His Son, and while Jesus was transfigured
before them, with Moses and Elijah at his side, God spoke with endearment and

endorsemet about His Son Jesus to the disciples.
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Scripture PassagesgPsalm 8; Psalm 24; Matthew 175)

For the director of music. According gdtith. A psalm of David.

1O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have setgur glory above the heavens.

2 From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise

because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.

3 When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and theats, which you have set in place,

* what is man that you are mindful of him,the son of man that you care for him?
®>You made him a little lower than the heavenly beingand crowned him with glory and honor.
® You made him ruler over thearks of your hands; you put everything under his feet:
"all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

®O LORD, our Lord, how majestics your name in all the earth! ( Psalms 8:19 NIV)

! The earth is the LORD's, and everything in itthe world, and all who live in it;
Zfor he founded it upon the seasand established it upon the waters.
¥ Who may ascend the hill of the RID? Who may stand in his holy place?
* He who has clean hands and a pure heamyho does not lift up his soul to an idol

or swear by what is false.
® He will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God his Savior.
® Suchis the generation of those who seek himywho seek your face, O God of Jac&elah
" Lift up your heads, O you gategye lifted up, you ancient doorsthat the King of glory may
come in.
8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and migy, the LORD mighty in battle.
° Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may
come in. ®®Who is he, this King of glory? The LORD Almightyhe is the King of glory.

(Psalms 241-10NIV)

! After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and
led them up a high mountain by themselVéEhere he was transfigured before them. His
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as th%JIlig;ihthen there
appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jé<Reter said to Jesus, "Lord, it
is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three sheltme for you, one for
Moses and one for Elijah.® While he was still speahq, a bright cloud enveloped them,
and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well
pleased. Listen to him!"

Matthew 17:1-5 (NIV)

Outline of Key Scripture Passages

L® D2RQA ala2Sade IyR Df2NEBR A& LINEROT I/
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Il ® D2RQ& blYS A& FE2NAFTFASR 020S | ff
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/| ® D2RQ& ONBI#p2y KdzYof Sa dza®d oo

5® D2RQ& NBRSYLIBA2Y SYLR6SNE dza 6p
9 D2RQa YAY3IR2Y SEGSYyRa G2 |ttt GKS

LL® ¢KS 1 2L RBsamPPRQAE YAY3IAR2Y
A. The hope of all the earth-@)
B. The hope of salvation-@
1. Holiness by mercy (3)
2. Holiness by repentance (4)
3. Holiness by vindication of grace (5)
nd |1 2f AySaa oé& aSSiAy3a D2RQa Tl OS o
C.ThehopeChr@tda O2XR®y 3 oOT
1. Be alert (7)
2. Be aware (8)
3. Be ready (9)
4. Be assured (10)

[ll. A Glimpse of the King of Glory (Matt. 13)1

Il & C2ff26Ay3 WS&adzaQ t SIR om0
B. Seeing the Face of God in Jesus (2)

C. Seeing Jesus agtGhrist ($H)

()
Exploring the Scriptures /s

David wrote many songs for worship. He began Psalm 8 by addressing God
through the personal name AYahweho, he th
the name of God as the sovereign Lord having damioiver all nations and creation. In
this way David lead the people to understand that God is both their personal creator and
redeemer, but also supreme Lord over all peoples. Israel was called by God to be a
blessing to all the nations. God inspiredid to write: "Listen to me, my peopldiear
me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations
Isaiah 51:4 (NIV) God gave the Torah (teaching of God through the law and commands,
primarily through the firstive books of the Bible) to the Jews. This law was fulfilled
through the Messiah, Jesus the Christ, the Son of God who was also a Servant King for our
sal vation. In Psalm 24 the emphasis is |
Holy Temple. Hbliness is what God requires for our participation in worship, holiness is
possible only through repentance before God. Our hope for transformation and entry into
Goddéds Kingdom is possible only through th
ataning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, and this vindicated by the power of the resurrection.
From this work of sanctification, the believer may look forward to the eventual return of
the King of Glory and the opportunity to behold our Lord and Saviorttatace in His
glory and majesty.
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The disciples Peter, James and John were invited by Jesus up to join Him on Mt.
Hermon, near Caesarea Philippi. Here Jesus revealed His bright heavenly glory as the Son
of God, Messiah. Moses and Elijah also appeanetalked with Jesus as one would find
servants requesting wisdom from their Master or King. Peter sensed the significance of
this, and in suggesting that they build b
of Taber nacl es @llookedbadk at halv&edi wadstaitHfuets His people
as they had wandered in the wilderness, but it also looked forward to the fulfillment of
Godbés blessing on the I and in the coming
conclusion that perhaps this time Jesus would retain this glorious presence, and that after
a time of preparation and consecration through celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles, they
would descend the mountain and bring in the Kingdom of God. Peter was right that Jesus
would lring in the Kingdom of God, but the way and means for Jesus to do this was not at
first through political overthrow and revolution. The Kingdom of God would first be
established within peoplebs souls through
of God was not to be established through force, but by faith.

F

Bridging into Today

No one can ever estimate the power of praising God. God is exalted over creation.
The Lord our God is personal and profound, intimate and infinite. Wasbjpen to all
who humble themselves before God, even infants in their delightful and playful babble.
Even the songs of Godédés children are used
Godbés Kingdom. God di s pl ayien,iHthes/asttphdor vy al
deep heavens and upon the intricate and intimate workings of life on this earth. We can
still relate to these Psalms because true worship is timeless, and involves focus upon the
timeless King of glory who reigns upon our hearts aver our lives first and foremost.

The same hope of Israel for a messiah to reign upon the earth is the same hope of
Christians who look forward to the millennial return and reign of Jesus. It is important for
us to understandgnheonas umet of o Jes umids Ir @ea ¢
would seek glory for themselves. When Jesus comes in full glory and power it will be
unmistakable and complete. Only through faith in Him will we be saved, only through the
righteousness thatisHisshal t he Ki ngdom of God be mani fe
people in the Holy City and Temple at Jerusalem. His majesty is accompanied by His
righteousness and holiness. His service will honor and reflect the Glory of God our
Heavenly Father.

Worshipi s vital for Godds people to maint:
also vital in the work of Godo6és Holy Spir]
worship in Spirit and in Truth now, we not only glorify God, but are prepared for even
greatedife-transforming encounters with God. While we shall see our Lord and Savior
face to face some day, it is not necessary to wait for that day in order to seek His presence
and experience His powerful forgiving love. Like the disciples, we too mayeegei
gl i mpse of Christbés glory as we pray and

THOUGHTS: God cares for us in very specific ways. The Psalmist refers to the
fingers of God being at work. His creation is both grand and detailed, God is ohablve
every level. Story of being told that my cancer is still in remission. News about brain
condition, Arnold Chiari Malformation.
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The scope of Goddés Kingdom is clarifie
Lordos and ev e asytedtimplicationsrfor hotv we view thel lasd, the
resources, what we own, our relationships, and our responsibilities. We are first of all
accountable to God. This is true from little children to adults. Little children do remind
us to be honest arichnsparent with God and one another. There have been many
childrenés messages in which children wil/
A few parents have been known to squirm or laugh.

5539
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- /
Questions for Class Discussion A’T. B

1. Whatare the primary elements in worship that we find in these two Psalms?

N

Describe the blessings and insights that God has given you in worship.

3. What hope is given to Goddés peopl e

4. How will it be possible for anyone to stand before God in His Holy Temple?

5. In what way does worship prepare us for the coming of Jesus as King?

6. How have you experienced the glory of God in worship or in prayer?

\‘

. What do we teach our chi&h about worship?

In what way could we give them a greater sense of hope through worship?
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Closing ldea @ ﬁ

When our lives line up with true worship of God, then others will
line up to find out what our true worship is all aboWorship is moe
than words of praise and songs of adoration, true worship extends to
every part of [|ife. Il n Chri st we
Kingdom, this Kingdom is visible through our lives when we are
obedient to Goddés word and Holy ¢
The questions not so much where the Kingdom of God is, but
where is the Kingdom of God not existent?
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3. God is Mighty and Merciful

(Psalm 29, 33, and 61; Matthew 18:140)
Januaryl8", 2009

20

Key Verse The LORD sits enthroned over the flothz LORD is
enthroned as King forever. The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD
blesses his people with peace  -Psaim 33:1a1

Purpose of study

This study shall contemplate the nature of God as multifaceted in might and
mercy. Thegoalwilbé o under stand that Godbds nat
Kingdom that He reigns over through Christ and the people of God. For us that
means that when we submit to Godds rei
God through faith and thereby show thercy of God in service and evangelism.
Goddéds might and mercy will forever be
lowly and the lost because our heart will be moved by the love of God.

Introduction
The might and mercy of God is celebrated in thpessages. The

i mportance of wunderstanding the height
essential for faith and life. Our worship of God should reflect both awe and
humility, wonder and confession, honor and intimate approach. The attributes we
may a&cribe to God include glory and strength, but also unfailing love and all
sufficient grace and mercy. Jesus exemplifies the nature of God our Father in the
way He humbles the proud and lifts up the lowly. The Kingdom of God is best
seen when people ofifa acknowledge and ascribe all blessings as coming from
God, and likewise participate in passing these blessings on to others. Being
compassionate and faithful in service to God, extending the kindness and mercy of
our Heavenly Father, is at the hearflefus the Son and His church. Each child is
valuable to God, and lost sinners are each loved by God. There is great joy in
Heaven for each lost sinner who is saved by grace, this grace being extended by
Godds peopl e who parttheKingdamha Gad.n t he s a

Scripture Passages (Psalm 29, 33, and 61; Matthew 18:10

14)
! Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;worship the LORD in the splend of his
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holiness.
% The voice of the LORD is over the waterthe God of glory thunders, the LORD thunders over
the mighty waters? The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic.
® The voice of the LORD breaks the cedarsthe LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
® He makes Lebanon skip like a cal§irion like a young wild ox.

" The voice of the LORD strikesith flashes of lightning® The voice of the LORD shakes the
desert;

the LORD shakes the Bert of Kadesh.

° The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the forests bare. And in his temple all cry,
"Glory!"

1 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;the LORD is enthroned as King forever.
" The LORD gives strength to his g#e;  the LORD blesses his people with peac®safms
29:1-11)

! Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him.

2 Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the testringed lyre.

% Singto him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.

* For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does.

®>The LORD loves righteousness and justicethe earth is full of his unfailing love.

® By the word of thd. ORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.

" He gathers the waters of the sea into jarshe puts the deep into storehouses.

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him.

° For he spoke, and it came to be;he commanded, and it stood firm.

9 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.

1 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,the purposes of his heart through all

gererations.

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORDthe people he chose for his inheritance.

13 From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind;

“from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth

!> he who forms théearts of all, who considers everything they do.

' No king is saved by the size of his army;no warrior escapes by his great strength.

¥ A horse is a vain hope for deliverance;despite all its great strength it cannot save.

18 But theeyes of the LORD are on those who fear hiran those whose hope is in his unfailing

love,

Y to deliver them from deathand keep them alive in famine.

2\We wait in hope for the LORD:he is our help and our shield.

ZIn him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.

%2 May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORByen as we put our hope in you.
(Psalms 33:122)

! Hear my cry, O God;listen to my prayer.? From the ends of the earth | call to ydwall as my
heart grows fait; lead me to the rock that is higher tharf For you have been my refuga,strong
tower against the foe? | long to dwell in your tent foreverand take refuge in the shelter of your
wings.Selah

® For you have heard my vows, O Gogipu havegiven me the heritage of those who fear your
name?’ Increase the days of the king's life, his years for many generafidfsy he be enthroned
in God's presence forevemppoint your love and faithfulness to protect hifihen will | ever sing
praise to your name and fulfill my vows day after day. Rsalms 61:18)

10»3ee that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For | tell you that their angels in
heaven always see the face of my Father in heave3."What do you think? If anan owns a
hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave thenmimetn the hills and go
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to look for the one that wandered offAnd if he finds it, | tell you the truth, he is happier about
that one sheep than about the nireityethat did not wander off* In the same way your Father in
heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.

(Matt 18:10-14)

Outline of Key Scripture Passages
Ld t NPOfFAYAY 3 DRBARQA bl (dz2NS otalfyY Hp
A. Glory, strength athsplendor (12)
B. Creator, Sustainer, King43
LL® t NROf I A YPsgli@A29E2)RQAa 62 NJ a
A. Humbling the high and mightg)
B. Renewing strength for all creatures (6)
C. Recharging and replenishing the eart8)7
D. Shaking and primg the forests (9)
E. Cleansing the earth (10)
F. Blessing His people with strength and peace (11)

lll. Praising God and His Kingdom (Psalm 33)

A. The Call to Worship (1)

B. The Call to Make Music&2
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IV. Putting the kingdoms of man in place (Psalm 320
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V. Connecting with God throughder (Psalm 61)

A. Crying out in faith ¢B)
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C. Laying our requests before GoeB}j5
VI. A New Vision and Calling for Serving God and His Kingdom. (Matt143:10
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Exploring the Scriptures

These passages from the Psalms are all oriented around the understanding

that God is enthroned. Not only is Go
upon earth as seen thrdugreation and history. Though man may scheme and
plan outside of Goddés will, wultimately

prevail. God has power and authority to allow some things to remain for a while,
and then to strategically change thgrig His own timing. God is also able to
deliver and defend His people, and His people can trust in His providence and
protection. Salvation is not just a concept regarding souls for heaven, it is a
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historical and continual working of God in human higtoThis was true for Israel,

as it will be true for Israel in the future. This was true for the gentiles and believers
throughout the world in the past that came to faith in Jesus Christ, and it is true for
believers now and into the future.

Psaim2®a nd 33 are enthronement psal ms
and power at the New Year festival. Psalm 29 helped to clarify their worldview of
God being in control, and of their complete reliance upon God. Psalm 33
expressed their joy of worshipapdr ai se, wherein they dis
and power. Psalm 61 was a prayer by King David, though personal at first it was
later shared publically with the people of Israel in worship and humility before
God. The passage from Matthew highlights §e¢eaching about how the Kingdom
of God is designed for the least and lowly as much as for those of learning and
status. Jesus also gave them a glimpse of understanding regarding the work of
angels for Godds Kingdom, ntlyendquaettye gua
carrying out the will of God. Jesus moved from this perspective of angels guarding
little children to the compassion of God being like the shepherd who reaches out to
save one lost sheep. The call for joining Jesus in this compassienaiee is
clear. The mirror is lifted up, and we are left with the challenge of caring for
individuals who are lost and need to be shown the love and mercy of God in
extraordinary ways, even if it means leaving the fold and going out where there is
dange . Connecting this to the Psal ms wt
providence, the affirmation is clear that God will guide and protect us when it
comes to reaching out to save the Iosté

Bridging into Today
There was a German sculptor named Dannegkerwas creating a statue
of Christ. For evaluating how well he was doing he asked a child what he thought

about his sculpture. The child | ooked
Dannecker then set to work for another week and then broughtilthdabk in.

The childdés face | it up as he proclaim
the scripture ASuffer the Ilittle child

Kingdom of God. o The artist reahi zed
but had to enlarge his vision in humility, even if it meant seeing through the eyes of
a chil d. Greatness in mano6és view i s n
the eyes of a child helped him sculpt closer to Christ.

We are reminded thatelgreatness of man can blur our vision of the
Kingdom of God. God chooses the lowly and despised of this earth to humble the
exalted and strong of this worl d. God
military might, but a matter of spirit, truth, alaater, morality, peace, and love.
The more we ascribe to God honor and praise, the more God leads us to experience,
understand, and apply His character and nature in our lives. The fact that we are
created in His image means that we already are madeggrotential. The dark
side of evil has, however, | ed us astr
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greatest need of humanity is humility before a mighty and merciful God. Through
humility and worship before God we may be lifted up and givewlie.

Through the Holy Spirit given to us by
glory and grace of God, much as happened in Israel during temple worship and in
worship that occurred on the Day of Pentecost for the church. This good news of
Godbs Kingdom through our Lord and Savi
and byways, to people near and far, to rescue them for the Kingdom of God.

Thoughts: Who are the little ones that Jesus was talking about? Perhaps
anyone who does not pretetadbe larger or equal to God is a little one spiritually.
To be a citizen of the Kingdom of God is not a matter of attainment through work,
knowledge, effort, cunning, politics, persuasion, or power. Indeed, to be a citizen
of Godds Ki n bodas, tnusti asd gloafy Qo as euy Creator Father.
He is head over us, and sovereign in rule, authority and power. One must humble
oneself in faith.

In Psalm 29 the people praise God through ascribing glory to God. The
response of Godtotheirppi se i s response. The Lord
compared to the experience of the storms in the Holy Land. These storms sweep
over the land from North to South, From Lebanon to Sirion. The storms may be
lively and intense in Lebanon (like a calfunicorn) but they grow big and broad
down from the mountains and become strong and mighty like an ox in the south.
The winds blow upon Godds command. Wh
awesome work of creation, now He is described as the naodeshaper of His
creation.

God spoke creation into being, and His Spirit (Ruah) that breathed out the
stars is the same Spirit that breathed life into Adam and all who have followed.
Astronomers say that we are created out of the dust of starsndde importantly,
the Bible refers to people being given the Spirit of the Living God. We are more

than just ADust in the Windo, if indee
sal vati on. Goddés plan is for deathhr del
Godds plan is wrapped up in His unendi

God is enthroned, yet God is moving in His creation. God is not limited to
time and space because He is infinite. We are limited to time and space because we
are finite. God reignsm heaven and yet works in creation because of His infinite
nature and power.

p
B 3’
— /
Questions for Class Discussion »‘.n IE»/

1. What perspective do children give that blesses us with faith in God?

2. What perspectives and awareness do we gain about God throwgjtamd
worship?
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3. In what ways does God speak to us in worship and praise?

4. What is the worldview of our times like? In what ways is a Kingdom of God
worldview differ?

5. How is God working through His angels to protect or preserve us?

6. Inwhat way would you apply the parable of the lost sheep? When were you lost or
in need and God
sent someone to rescue you? What is our priority in the church? Is
evangelism high on the list?

Closing ldea [Eg

When you hugachild,orplayi t h a child, you are | ivVvini
Kingdom.
PERSONAL STORY:
One night | rushed home from the church to turn on my video recorder, and to watch
one of our favorite TV series: AiLosdbe. A

the first new episode. We finished our prayer at the Bible Study at 8:55pm. | dashed
through the back of the church, through the back yard of the parsonage and into the family
room to turn on the television and hit the correct remote button todréfo® show. | was
thankful that | had arrived just in time, and yet as | was getting into the initial mind
stretching beginning of this show, the phone rang. | answered expecting that it would be
my wife reminding me to record the episode (she was iwgrat the hospital). Instead, a

dear member of our congregation told me of her niece who was brought to the emergency
room that day with severe abdominal pains, and she told me how they could not determine
what was wrong. | told her | could go up jusita 10pm, (you know | was still thinking

about watching alll of fALosto. But then t
nAfter al |l o, the Lord clarified, Afyouobr e
own r eal | i f e tuwned off thel eV (tlwoligh &t the ttme bdid ndt know this

disabled the tuner of my recorder), and | went and had a meaningful visit with the niece
and her mother. | had prayed with her aunt at the time she called at 9:05pm., she had
fallen asleep a fewninutes after this prayer and was now sound asleep after having gone
through a painful and trying day. Prayer helped, though | am sure the pain medications
were helpful too. | prayed with the mother and we discussed how the doctor was reluctant
to perfam any further tests. We prayed that the doctor would be given the wisdom to
diagnose the problem. The next morning they determined the problem was the gall
bladder, and she would undergo surgery. | prayed with the 12 year old girl and her family
andGad provided for a successful surgery.
intervention. Now | look back and see the hand of God reminding me of how important it
is to go out to reach lost sheep wherever they are in need and whenever GoGodllis.
merciful, and He leads us to extend His mercy. God is mighty, and He inspires us to pray
for His mighty working (even in healing and intervention). By the way, the next week, |
did catch up on the episode | missed. However, it paled in cisopao the real life

dr ama of being invol ved i n Goc
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4. God is Building His Kingdo

(Isaiah 62; Revelations 3:4113)
Januan25"”, 2009

|
Key verse (Isaiah 62:23)
% The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new nartteat the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
*You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD's hand, a royal diadem in the hand
of your God.* No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate.

Purpose of study

The purpose of this study is to help believers grasp how God has been preparing
the way for His upcoming Kingdom on earth. In this study you will be blessed and
chall enged with how you are called to be |
to Christ. Hopefully your vision of God:
awareness of how your service matters will be enhanced.

Introduction

God has been preparing His people Israel and all peoples on the earth for the coming of
His Kingdom. $ce the fall of humanity in the garden and the influence of evil and sin,
God has been at work to offer His gift and work of redemption, this being culminated in
His personal presence and coming through Jesus the Savior, His Son, our Lord and King.
Thisstudy will focus on how the Ol d Test ame.]
orchestrated by Jesus Christ. We not only may receive new life, and a new name in His
Kingdom, with the assurance of eternal life. Believers are also called to pileparay
and proclaim salvation. While there will be adversity and suffering, we have a firm hope
in Jesus, who will welcome us someday into the Holy City of God.

Scripture Passageg(Isaiah 62; Revelations 3:1113)

! For Zion's sake | will not keep siig for Jerusalem's sake | will not remain quiet,
till her righteousness shines out like the dawnher salvation like a blazing torch.
% The nations will see your righteousnessand all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
% You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD's handa royal diadem in the hand of
your God.
* No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate.
But you will be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah ;
for the LORD will take delight in you, and your land will be married.
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® As a young man marries a maiden,so will your sons marry you;
as a bridegroom rejoices over his brideso will your God rejoice over you.
®| have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalenthey will never be silent day or
night. You who call on the LORD, give yourselves no rest,
"and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusaleand makes her the praise of the earth.
® The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm:
"Never again will | give your grain as food for your enemies,
and never again will foreigners drink the new windor which you have toiled;
° but those who harvest it will eat it and praise the LORD,
and those who gather the grapes will drink iin the courts of my sanctuary.”
1% pass through, pass through the gates?repare the way for the people.
Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise a barioethe nations.

1 The LORD has made proclamationto the ends of the earth:
"Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your Savior comes!
See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him."
2 They will be called the HolfPeople, the Redeemed of the LORD;
and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted.

Isaiah 62:112 (NIV)

I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.
2Him who overcomes | will maka pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he
leave it. | will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the
new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and | will also write
on him my new namé?® He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.

Rev 3:1113 (NIV)

Outline of Key Scripture Passages

I. God Orchestrates His Kingdom Building Rlaaiah 62)

A. The Future City of God, Zion

1. Righteousness shining to the wofld?a)

2. Salvation for the people of the wor(ilb)

3. A new name for a changed city (2b)

no D2RQa O2YAy3 NBAIY Ay | A& LIS2LX S
a{LXf SYR2NJ FyR o0Sldzie Ay D2RQ& OFNB 600
b. Satisfaction and abundance (4a)
c.58t A3KG Ay DBRQa 02@Sylyid ono

B.The Ongoing Watch and Witness

1. Watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem (6a)

2. Witness by serving, Jesus is coming (6b)

oo 2} OK 0@& LN} eéAy3s WSadza Aa SadlofAaKAy

C The Sur@romise of Go@s-9)

1. The Promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ (8a)

2. Redemption comes eventually to Israel-@b

D. Prepagthe Way to the City of God

M® 9YGiSNI D2RQa LINRYAASR OAGe o0& TFlLAGK
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2. Prepare the way by remoyjrbarriers (10b)

3. Welcome the nations (10c)

E. Proclaim the @ningof the Savior Kin¢L1-12)

1. The Great Commission of the Gospel
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II. Jesus Prepares His Church for3disond Gming (Revelation 3:1113)
A. Hold on to Christ for your reward (11)
B. Remain faithful to stand victorious (12a)
C. Tte Promise of Christ to faithful believers: (12b)
1. He will write the name of God
2. He will write the name of the city of God
3. He will write His new name
5 [A&a0GSy (2 GKS YSaal3aS 3A@Sy o6& D2RQa | 2f

Exploring the Scriptures :
Isaiah was given words from God the Father to speak to His people, and all
peoples of the earth, about the eventual establishment of the Kingdom of God on
earth. This W be a kingdom not made by man, but one where God calledfor ou
participation through preparation. The preparatemesimilar to those of a
wedding, andarephysical mental, relational, emotionand spiritual. The
covenant of God with His people wasd islike that of a groom waiting for His
bride to be readyThe coming City of God is like the abode that God prepares for
the bride (lsrael and the church), and
reign will transform His people to be beautiful inside and out, made righteous
t hrough t he egracesandsrighteousness, uri@eddndhe righteousness
they have received through Godés belov
They shall receive a new name, be given a new name for God the Father, be
given a new name for the New Jerusalem, and be given a new naime for
Groom/Mesiah. Some have speculated that Jesus (or Yashua in Aramaic) is the
new name for the fulfilled Savior/Lord. Others have speculated that yasers
Christcomes again in power and glory He will have even another new name. We

dofind in Revelationchapte'ne t hat Jesus identifies
Omegao, Athe Iliving oneo. Il n Revel at
upon His return his name is mentioned

descriptive names are subservient to the titat is written upon His robe and

t hi gh: AKI NG OF KINGS and LORD of LORD
of Revelation, in chapter 22.16, Jesus affirms His name and identity dgain:

Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for thehelut am the Root

and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning St&ev 22:16 (NIV)

65




In the matter of namebelievers will also bgiven a new namehen
Christ returns in glory, or when we are lifted up into glovye read in Revelain
2:17 the words of Jesu8:He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes, | will give some of the hidden manna. | will
also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who
receives it. i This is Godbés way of personal |\
individual, and provides a measure of comfort and assurance for each child of God.
In the passage from Revelation 3 we note that Jesus Christ will write the name of
God upon his faittul, we will likewise write the new name for the City of God, as
well as His very own name upon the faithful. eTiitimate transformation of our
souls will reveal more clearly who God is, what God has planned, the full nature
and character of Jesus, ahd tompleted salvian and character that God will
redeem in us.As the Apostle Paul statedNow we see but a poor reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully,
even as | am fully know(il Corintians 13:12 ) The admonition of Jesus is to
listen and be ready by being faithful and obedient.

DISCUSSIONS: Explore connection between the enthronement of Isaiah and the
enthronement of Christ in Revelation 4. Also make a connection from Rev. 8.t4 Re
with the holding on of crowns (faith and salvation), to the casting of crowns before Jesus
(completion of salvation and honor of Christ) .

Note that crowns may symbolize that we are given the crown of life, victory in the
power of the resurrection, dithe grace bestowed by Christ as we humble ourselves before
Him as Lord.

Regarding Hephzibah, she was the wife of Hezekiah, and found favor in his eyes.

So t oo, does God find Adelightod or Anfavor
us,and our choice to repent and receive His cleansing/transforming love. Beulah is a name
that describes the covenant God chooses t

but it also means fAbeautiful 06.t6Fhpeomlpe i
relationship with Christ. When Jesus comes to establish His Kingdom on earth it will
have a profound i mpact on Godoés people ani
blessings

Bridging into Today
We live in a day and age whereopée are looking for something stable and sure to

believe in. Global changes in fluctuating economies, fragile ecosystems, a lack of general
security because of wars and violence, and systemic breakdown of families and social
support structures make italkenging to find peace and wddeing. The people of God are
called to be faithful beacons of Godds | o
Christ is called to prepare the way for the eventual coming of Jesus Christ as Savior King.
Until He comes in power and glory the church is to be remain strong and vigilant in the
teachings and way of righteousness shown through Scripture and revealed personally
through Jesus Christ. The joyful and yet difficult responsibility of preaching and living out
t he gospel of salvation in Christ is our
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work together best when we are united in Christ, and led by the Holy Spirit. If our vision
is clear that God is at work as the reigning King over all things, then Wwkenéincouraged
and empowered to do great things for God. When our vision is clouded by doubt or fear
we can become discouraged or disabled when it comes to serving God. Jesus called His
church faithfully move forward in active service that preparesvtaey f or Godds a
May believers not become so discouraged t|
authoritative reign over all creation. God is working out His Kingdom plan and it shall
involve transformation of the earth, the heavens, andradlaall upon the Lord as Savior
and King in repentance, faith, hope and trust.

There are many people who have become disillusioned with the
church and its failures. They believe in Christ and are involved in Kingdom work,
but they have givenpuon the church as it exists today. All they see is hypocrisy
and inactive believers. What is to become of the witness of the church? First of
all, the truth of the churchés brokenn
or ignored. Honest corgsion is in order. Yet the church is being broken for a
reason, and perhaps God is up to something. God wants the church to learn faith
and reliance. God wants the church to relate to a broken world. His Son Jesus did
when He came and died on the s,as0 why should the church stop picking up the
cross? Why has the church relied upon comfort instead of commitment? Why
have created cultures in our own image with their own particular songs and rituals
and then neglected t d&dduwobhadfaled trnetnt f r o
because of God but because of man. Yet God established the church through Jesus
Christ, and though man will fail, Jesus persists calling, empowering through the
Holy Spirit, and leading the church back out into the fiel@&rhaps the church
needs to be renewed as fApriestso of toh
(See | Peter).

f
P 3’
— /
Questions for Class Discussion »‘fu 1&»/

1. List the positive and negative aspects of cities in our times.

2. How will the City ofGod be different according to Isaiah 627?

3. Discuss the beauty of symbolism that God uses when describing His people
as being the bride in Isaiah 6254 How does this compare with how a bride

receives a new name through marriage?

4. How are we caild to prepare the way for the second coming of Jesus? In
what ways is this exciting? In what ways is this overwhelming?
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5. In Revelation 3:1413 what is Jesus calling for His church to do preparing
for His coming?

6. What is Jesus promise tmse who are faithful?

Closing ldea '@ qﬁ'

Share the good news of Jesus Christ this week by sharing with someone what Jesus has
done in your |ife, and what you | ook for wi
return in glory to the earth.

PERSONSAL SORY

THOUGHTS/ Stories:

Story of Ted, the want to be ARussian C
School of Urban Ministry. Tedds belt bu
Russian Czar of a united HKessehdentafRussian ©zpre . 0
fi i, and suppose you were asked to come |

do? What would be the long term impact?

Ted was stumped, not sure what his purpose was besidéglfigtient. Now Ted
could be consiered mentally delusional, but in fact his aspirations are more subtly hidden
by those of us who call ourselves mentally stable. | did challenge him by stating that | felt
he had fAlllusions of Grandeur 0, tWith whi c h
all the knowledge and intellect that Ted had, he was also very lost when it came to God.
He could quote scriptures and understood basic concepts of the Christian faith, but when it
came to a personal relationship with the Living Lord and Saviodimnitied that he was
not a believer. He could believe that he was destined to be the next Russian Czar, but he
could not humble himself before the King of Kings, and submit himself to love and serve
Jesus Christ. It was as if he was blind to the trusiee Il Cor. 4:4.

God is building His Kingdom, even working through His people in this present

realm and era. But the great day of the Lord, the second coming of Jesus Christ is what we
look forward to. Isaiah 62 is a great passage that looksfdrte that day and the
millennial rule of Christ.

't begins with the prophet being inspireé
God is not going to stop speaking hope to His people about the future coming of His
Kingdom. From the words of pobecy, to the fulfilment of prophecy in Jesus ministry,
to the witness and work of the church, to the testimony of believers, and to the fulfillment
of Goddés Kingdom plan in the eventual sec
it is a journeyand process whereby God is fulfilling His Kingdom plan. Much like the

dawning and rise of the sun upon the eart|
Kingdom upon the earth. There i s a greatf
thatsaysi And t he darkness shall turn to dawni |
And Christés great Kingdom shall to earth
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this one day as | was driving psenrise, and the light gradually lit the horizon, thesn
sun came to the eastern horizon, then in time the sun ascended to the center of the sky.
The wonder ful news of Godos Kingdom, i n
ti me, i s something that can nohsaikanethatis t i | |
why God calls His people to acknowledge responsibility for here and now. In the time we
are given to watch attentively, we are to be involved in the protection and care of our cities
and communities. There is nothingthatcankeepd r om speaking of Go
Kingdom. Just as our Lord is speaking through the prophets of old, and works through his
preachers of today to herald His coming. So too, each person should not rest still, or be
silent in their witness. May our actionscawords speak volumes of grace and truth. May
our very |lives be a sign of Godbds Kingdom
of all is a service to the greatest of all that is coming, Christ the Lord.
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5. Ambassafdibre King

(Matthew 31-12; Il Corinthians 5:121)

2
Key verse

' We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to Gbd
Corinthians 5:20 NIV)

Purpose of study

ThehopeofGolls Ki ngdom is realized in the
calls His people to prepare the way for the ministry of His Son in every aspect of
life, as well as prepare the way for His second coming. The purpose of this study is
to highlight the ministryf John the Baptist as a model for ministry and
evangelism. The goal is also to affirm that believers of Jesus Christ shall grow as
followers, disciples who serve and represent Christ to this world in which they are
called to live in graciously, truthfyl] and faithfully.

Introduction

Paul 6s teaching about ambassadorship
joyful and meaningful service. Once we are reconciled to God, then we may
become rightful ambassadors/agents of divinely empowered reconciliatioth. s
Kingdom is represented and advanced through God making His appeal through us.
What an incredible opportunity to glorify God! What an awesome responsibility!
The Kingdom we represent calls for our
modeled and thas our aim.

Paul understood this, but how could he inspire the church to do the same?
How can we inspire others to catch a v
John the Baptist inspired many people to repent of their sins and be ready for the
coming of the Messiah, he still struggled with the religious leaders who were not
open and ready for what God was about to do. How open and ready are we to serve
God outside of our comfort zone, outside of our interests, outside of our
preconceived notionsf service, outside of the scope of people we know, outside of
the boundaries of our safe church sanctuary and homes, outside of our will and
into the will of God?

An ambassador finds that place where they go outside of their citizenship so as
to represnt the country or kingdom they are citizens of. Believers are called to be
strong in their faith and identity in Jesus Christ, and represent the eternal values and
truths of Goddés Kingdom in this world
temporal valies and patrtial truths (lies).
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How are we called to do this? To where do we turn for inspiration and
strength? John the Baptist and the Apostle Paul can give us insights, they were
used by God in mighty ways.

Scripture Passages
Matthew 3:112 andll Corinthians 5:1721

! In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of dudksaying,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is nediThis is he who was spoken of through the
prophet Isaiah:

"A voice of one calling in the desert

'Prepare the way for the Lord,make straight paths for hin{'

* John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist.
His food was locusts and wild honéyPeople went out to him from Jerusalem and all
Judeaand the whole region of the JordConfessing their sins, they were baptibyd
him in the Jordan River.’ But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming
to where he was baptizing, he said to them: "You brood of vipers! Who warned fi@s to
from the coming wrath?Produce fruit in keeping with repentan€énd do not think you
can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' | tell you that out of these stones
God can raise up children for AbrahdfiThe ax is already at theat of the trees, and
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

1| paptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more
powerful than I, whose sandals | am not fit to carrywilEbaptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire** His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

Matthew 3:1-12 (NIV)

" Therefae, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has
come!*® All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation®® that God was reconciling the world to himself in Chnigt
counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation?® We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled t¢'GmH male
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God. Il Corinthians5:17-21 (NIV)

Outline of Key Scripture Passages

L® t NBLJI NB T2 NithewBR-®) YAY3IR2Y
A. Preaching repentance-g)
B. Preparing to receive the Lord (3)
C. Prophetic warnings{(#1)
1. A wild and crazy prophet (4)
2. A compassionate presence@p
3. An honest confrontation ¢Z0)
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4. A different baptism (11)
5. A time of judgmenti2)

LL® { SNBSS DEdnansy¢gIIR2Y 6
Il d® bSg tAFS Ay [/ KNRAGQEA YAYIAR2Y OMTUOU
B. Share a ministry of reconciliation (18)
C. Spread the message of forgiveness (19)
5 .S 1lYolaalrR2NR 2F D2RQ&a YAy3aR2Y 6
E. Trust in Christ agid. (21)
1. For salvation (atonement)
2. For transformation (righteousness)

() 4
Exploring the Scriptures /!

John the Baptist came as a prophet, anointed and chosen by God to
represent Him, and prepare the way for the coming ministry agJelrist. There
were those who foll owed John, and cong
through him. There were those who came out of great need and desperation for
healing and wholeness in their lives. There were those who came looking for
purity end forgiveness. There were those who came in skepticism and doubt, and
they wanted to watch, observe and find fault. Note that when the Pharisees came
they arrived and observed as a group. They could not face John the Baptist
individually, face to facelnstead, they stood off and scoffed, much like a gang or a
clique that has a false sense of power through agreement to shared assumptions.
Johndés message was revolutionary and c
positions of influence and power.h& coming of the Messiah that he was
foretelling could spell the collapse of political and religious control for the
Pharisees and Sadducees. Still others feared the wrath and power of the Romans,
and they saw John the Baptist as a troublemaker, onevatiid abuse his
influence and popularity. John was about to cause trouble, but not for his personal

gai n. John the Baptist was a Atroubl e
spoke honestly about | srael 6s = fontse, an
generation he lived in.

The most i mportant thing John had t
Heaven is near. o He repeated this me

passed this clear and simple message on so that it multipliegeinoyrand potent
effect. Like a bell that clearly and loudly tolls, the voice of John the Baptist and
his message were inseparable. He came as the fulfiller of the prophet Isaiah as he
prepared the way for the Lord, the King of Glory. The understgrafithe
Ki ngdom of Heaven being near, or fnat h
timing. A revelation like none other was soon to be made known, and was in fact
in their midst
The descriptiorof John the Baptist tells us that this guy wassre; he was
totally committed to his calling. He lived off the land, relying solely on God, so
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that he could continue to give an uncompromised and unadulterated message. The
food was locusts and the honey he ate was from wild bee hives, not domgsticate
Now thatoés a brave man! Hi s clothing
camel hair and hides. This kept him w
around the water a lot preaching and baptizing.

But there was moof mepdraton that anncurscingttats s a g
the AKingdom of Heaven was near 0, he
extending Godds grace through baptism.
in keeping with repentanceo #&kKingderar ned
that was also at hand. John made it clear that the One who was coming after Him
would test and determine our spiritual fiber and character. The Savior/King to come
would baptize with the Spirit and with fire. The reference to the Spirit aftinens
grace of God and the new life that comes through faith in Jesus Christ. The
reference to fire has had various interpretations, but is clearly also conveying the
matter of purification and refinement.
cleansing, purity, and redemption, but for those who rebel, doubt, or disbelieve, the
Afireo wil.l mean something quite diffe
punishment, hell, and the second death (whereby their soul shall be consumed).

We read about theltimate end of those who do not repent and turn in faith to find
life in God: ' Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of
fire is thesecond death? If anyone's name was not found written in the book of

life, he was throwimto the lake of fire. Rewelation20:1415(NIV) That 6 s not
the kind of fire baptism that John the Baptist wished on anyone, so he warned them
all, high and | ow in status. Johnos
the wheat kernelsnal chaff are separated through fire, helps us realize that all shall
be judged, but not all shall be found true and right with God. The key factor John
identifies is our Afruito, that i f we
One who has gue to be our Savior and Lord, then God will grow good fruit in our
lives. The fruit authenticates the faith, just as the fire authenticates the Spirit.

Paul 6s message to the Corinthian <c¢ch
regeneration in Christ, arilen brings us to consider who we are in relationship to
the Kingdom of God and how we are to |
in this worl d. AThe ol d has gone, the
condition in one sense, yetalsoaffs t he citi zenship we nc
Kingdom. In Christ, the risen Lord who makes his home in our hearts there is a
new life given by the Spirit, but this new life is not solitary, it is meant to be lived
in and for the greater community of Heaven.e Thinistry of reconciliation that we
are called to represent and bring others into becomes our ultimate life purpose

while here on earth, while in our temp
Aii mpl oredo peopl e to c cimplietpassidbnandiore, i n J
mercy and hope. Faith is needed in th
convince, as well as the truth of the
wor d, i f e, d e a®od madehimdwho rad mnrta be sirt for asn .

so that in him we might become the righteousnessof God Wi t h t he gi
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righteousness God gives us a joyful and meaningful responsibility, to participate in
the reconciling work of His Kingdom, to share the word of uncondititmva,

forgiveness, and new life in Christ.
F

Bridging into Today &

People wonder about what God is doi
the reign of God is in our midst, and that we are called to believe and bear fruit.
Yet often the first stepf faith is to repent of our sinfulness. Repentance involves
confession of our sins first, but then also commitment to change. Still, we need
assistance, accountability, and strength. God has designed the church, the body of
Christ, to provide this suppto We are called to be ambassadors of reconciliation
both outside of the church and inside of the church. Spiritual passion and purpose
are infused together when peoplebs | iv
submission to Jesus Christ. When we sd#im by caring for others we find our
calling, we grow in lasting fruit, and we represent the Kingdom of God faithfully.

» ° 28
Questions for Class Discussion 15,

Why is confession and repentance necessary for change to happen? How do we see
this in our time8

In what ways has repentance and faith brought change or healing for you?
What importance does baptism have through water, Spirit, and fire?

Think of ways that people have been reconciled to one another after a conflict or
misunderstanding; how isighsimilar to, or different from, reconciliation with God?

How is God calling you to be an ambassador of reconciliation for His Kingdom?

Closing ldea .@ Gg- Prepare for the Kingdom of God first
through humble prayer, and the Lord will cleanse you withirséovice out into
the world.
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PERSONAL STORY:

My wife Marilyn is an excellent nurse. She is also a wonderful witness
serving Christ and representing Godods
of the nurses down the hall were helping a patierdt was in the last phase of

dyi ng. The woman was in her 806s and
One of the nurses had read th& B3alm for her, and had prayed with her.

Marilyn came in and al so hel d Shigsheh and
spoke to her saying: AfJesus | oves you

had been restless and struggling with each breath then released the burden that was
hol ding her back from [l etting gof and t
peacef ul release into the arms of the
mercy. Marilyn was the ambassador of the message. There are times that the
message of forgiveness must be clearly stated or demonstrated. Jesus taught us to
pray sawiinvg o our trespasses as we fc
That is what we need for salvation, and that is what gives us peace through
reconciliation with God. Forgiveness is the message of the cross, and it is to be the
me s sage of onGooChiss When wegah be ambassadors of Christ,

sharing the message and ministry of forgiveness, then we are being faithful to the
work of Godés Kingdom.

75




6. The Kingdom of God is Ne

(Matthew 4:817; Psalm 84)

A%
Key VerSe From that time onebkus began to preach, "Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is near."
(Matthew 4:17 NIV)

Purpose of study

This study will focus on the aspect
through the ministry of Jesus Christ. Jesus overcame temptation imsa being,
but He also affirms His divinity as the Son of God through His faithfulness to the
Father. Jesus came preaching repentance, just as John the Baptist had, but this time
as a direct authoritative message that only the Savior/Messiah could pvigkent
true transforming power. Letds inves
the words of the Psalmist who longed to be where God dwelt.

Introduction
The Psalmist, who was the director of music, had a kingdom heart and a
kingdom prioritybr ser vi ce. He didndt mind whe
him to, as | ong as he could dwell i n G
came to humbly serve as well. It is a great revelation that our Savior and Lord
came intheformofasev ant . The |l ast of the devil
chall enge Jesusdé call of humbl e servic

shortcut to kingship, our Lord did not flinch, but stood His ground in faithfulness to
His Father God. For us as sinfulmanity we are called to repentance and

faithfulness to God. In Christ we are welcomed to abide in the shadow of our Lord
and God, and in Christ we may overcome temptation. Furthermore, we are to be
servants who seek t o dwnadvéinee. Weléalnframf Go
Jesus who fulfilled Godbdés Kingdom pl an
but completing His call to lay His life down for our salvation.

Scripture Passages (Matthew 4:87 and Psalm 84)

8 Again, the devil took hima a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splenddrAll this | will give you," he said, "if you will bow down
and worship me."™° Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: "Worship
the Lord your Gogdand serve him only.'* Then the devil left him, and angels came and
attended him.*> When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee.
13 eaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of
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