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Once, having been asked by the 

Pharisees when the kingdom of God 

would come, Jesus replied, "The 

kingdom of God does not come with 

your careful observation,  

nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 

'there it is,' because the kingdom of 

God is within you." 

Luke 17:20-21 (NIV) 
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OPENING VISION мΥ Dh5Ω{ /haLbD YLbD5ha 
 

 In January of 2010, when earthquakes rocked the island of Haiti and a 

collective cry of humanity was moved with concern and compassion, I began to 

have intense visions while battling pneumonia. For several days the visions came 

to me in a way that was relentless and overwhelming.  At first I considered the 

possibility that my struggle with pneumonia, that had landed me in the hospital, 

had left me in a partial state of mental delirium.  Yet each time that I closed my 

eyes, while being awake and conscious, I saw visions. I came to believe and trust 

that God was revealing something important to be shared, and since these visions 

L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

Kingdom.  Though most of this book is written from a sermon series that I 

preached in the winter of 2009, there are insights and visions that have come 

since that time as God has continued to reveal the importance of having His 

Kingdom be my primary desire and priority.   

     What I saw at first with closed eyelids (even before going to the hospital) 

were moving and dynamic colorful images of the earth being formed, being 

molded and modified.  Mountains were rising and falling as geography was altered 

in rapid lapsed-time.  Oceans, seas, lakes and rivers roared and flowed as clouds, 

sunlight and moonlight moved and danced in colorful array. The earth was filled 

with the awesome glory of the Lord.  Though I was physically struggling with 

coughing and ended up in a hospital bed hoping to get some sleep, these visions 

amazed and flooded my mind.  After many hours of having these visions I felt 

awed, overwhelmed and inspƛǊŜŘΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǳƴŦƻƭŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΩǎ ŜȅŜΦ  

I now think of how in Genesis 1:2 the account reads:  

  ά!nd the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of 

the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  
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I wondered if Moses, who recorded what God revealed to him in writing Genesis, 

saw something like these visions as he was inspired to write the creation account.     

 After about a day of these creation visions, I began to see a wide variety of 

creatures and then eventually people.   There were people from every nation, of 

every age, close up, individual, personal, and in groups.  For the next day and a 

half, every time I closed my eyes I saw a kaleidoscope of people.  The impression 

that came upon me was that of appreciating that we as humanity are created in 

the image of God.  Yet not all the visions were beautiful; some images were ugly 

and disturbing.  Some of these visions were even mixed with seeing beings that 

were non-human, yet appeared to be intelligent or human-like. I wondered if 

some were alien, angelic or demonic beings.  Was I losing my mind?  

 Between my times of being alert with my eyes open and resting with my 

eyes closed, these visions continued as a steady stream.  Suddenly amidst these 

sometimes relentless and fascinating visions, there was an interesting turn of 

events.  People started turning and gazing in the same direction, their orientation 

had shifted in unison.  They began moving together as if summoned or called.  

When I looked to see what everyone else saw, I beheld an extremely large city, 

one that no human construction was capable of making.  Like a large mountain of 

geometric shining precious stone, bright and reflective, the city loomed tall and 

wide.  I had no doubt that it was the New Jerusalem, the City of God.   I felt like 

Ezekiel, as if I was given a vision to write down and share.   

 
2 

In visions of God he took me to the land of Israel and set me on a very high 

mountain, on whose south side were some buildings that looked like a city.  
3 

He took me there, and I saw a man whose appearance was like bronze; he was 

standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand.  
4 

The man said to me, "Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with your ears 

and pay attention to everything I am going to show you, for that is why you have 

been brought here. Tell the house of Israel everything you see."  

- Ezekiel 40:2-4 (NIV)  
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¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǘƻƴŜΣ as 

they moved toward the city I noticed that people were in various moods.  Some 

were rejoicing while others looked somber and anxious.  The procession moved 

from being a wide dispersed sea of humanity to a concentrated urban boulevard 

of people walking toward the great city.  I stopped to watch as waves of people 

from different nations, all dressed in their native garments moved along as if in a 

parade.  With the variety of people moving toward the city I would find myself 

laughing with amusement at times, and more often I would cry with a sense of 

concern and compassion as I watched this amazing procession.  People from every 

nation streamed toward the city: Africans, Europeans, Asians, Aussies, Latinos, 

Americans, Middle Easterners, and then the tribes of Israel, with rabbis walking 

proudly and rabbinic scholars with glasses and black and white suits riding 

bicycles.  Various priests moved forward together, there were Greek Orthodox, 

Roman Catholic, and then the Coptic priests with their full beards and robes who 

strode past.  This was all so vivid.  Every time I simply closed my eyes the visions 

would continue.  I became aware that the movement of all these people was 

leading to a climax.   

As people entered the large city they then made their way through the 

streets to a large open gathering place in the center of city.  It was dusk and with 

the twilight and night time there appeared a large open valley inside the broad 

city.   This open area was immense, at best estimate at least three times the size 

of the island of Manhattan, about 20 miles wide and 40 miles long.  At this point 

my vision was lifted to where I was looking over this large gathering place from 

above.  In the middle of this meeting place I saw what looked like a temple and a 

throne, with a bright cloud and rainbow over it.  The last part of this vision 

involved me watching this immense gathering place, and all the people streaming 

into it.  The brightness of the central area was the focal point of the city, the 

reason people were coming.  With this last image staying in my mind, my heart 
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was racing.  The vision concluded as it slowly faded from my mind.  In that 

moment I was filled simultaneously with DƻŘΩǎ peace and a reverent sense of awe.  

I was able to finally sleep, this after about three and a half days of such visions.       

I pondered whether what I saw, and asked God for wisdom and understanding 

related to His coming judgment and Kingdom.  In the creation visions I was shown 

DƻŘΩǎ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΦ   Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

demons I was shown a glimpse of all who must appear before God in the matters 

of salvation or judgment.  In the vision of the procession that led to the City of 

God, I believe that I was being shown a time that is coming, a day of Judgment 

when all nations shall be brought to Jerusalem and shall appear before Jesus 

Christ.  A few weeks after this vision I was teaching a class in our church, the 

Scripture passage for us to read and study was from Jesus teaching His disciples 

about the end times in the gospel of Matthew.  As we proceeded to read this 

passage the vision was once again reaffirmed.    

31 
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 

will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 
32 

All the nations will be gathered 

before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 

He will put the sheep on his right and the 

goats on his left. Matthew 25:31-33 (NIV) 

This book is about the Kingdom of God, about Jesus the present Lord and Savior 

who is also the future coming King.  I started writing this book a year before I had 

the visions described here.  For months I had put this on hold while working on 

several other writings in my spare time as a pastor.  Once again,  God called me to 

resume His work by giving renewed and clarified purpose and vision.  This study 

will explore what the Bible reveals about the process of God bringing His Kingdom 

ǘƻ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǊŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

trial thaǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

enthronement of Christ and the restoration of Christ as King for Israel and the 

world, and of the present-Řŀȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳέ 
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ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

something even more profound that Jesus came to offer and reveal. The most 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ  ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ 

ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǘ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ Iƛǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ judge the 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ Iƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿŀǎΥ ά¢Ƙȅ 

YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜΣ ¢Ƙȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ 

has always been a reality, and was therefore established from the beginning of 

creationΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  DƻŘΩǎ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ȅŜǘ 

coming in a way that will transform all we know in the Second Coming of Jesus the 

Christ, the Messiah.   
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FORWARD FOCUS (The point of this book) 
 

ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΥ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ {ƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ is written as a hope-filled 

ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ ²ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ affirms the faithful 

sovereignty of God and the redemptive Lordship of Jesus Christ.  This book is 

written and designed to inspire and edify believers so they may grow together in 

their understanding of DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ faith and service to Jesus Christ.  

This study is also written to serve as a witness and explanation to those who 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  The prayer of the author is that 

skeptics, agnostics, and even proclaiming Christians may find themselves 

rethinking their assumptions about God. Ultimately all people shall be faced with 

the ineǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅκǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ άǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘέ DƻŘΩǎ 

Kingdom must challenge all to consider the question: ά²Ƙƻ ŀƳ L ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΣ ǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ 

DƻŘΚέ  Understanding tƘŜ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

important biblical and theological themes of Holy Scripture.   Once one grasps 

Ƙƻǿ Ǿƛǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

vision and purpose for life will be transformed.  Growth of faith in Christ translates 

into outward expressions ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎdom through compassionate and faithful 

service. In this way people naturally become living representatives or personal 

ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƛƴ and through 

such personal transformation and service. When the Body of Christ (the Church) is 

at work and is incarnate within society, the world witnesses the renewing hope of 

ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ       

The key passages examined in this study are from the Gospel of Matthew and 

ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ tǎŀƭƳǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘέΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎ ƻŦ 

WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊŀƭŘ ǘƘŜ 

presence, potential, and promise ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Jesus the Christ.   The 

Psalms were inspired by how God moved to bring people into worship and 
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wonder before His majestic throne.  The Psalmists learned to see the world from 

DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ  /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ DƻŘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

today, the meaning and hope of salvation and redemption.  The connection of Old 

and New Testaments are bridged and fulfilled through Jesus Christ in the biblical 

Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ eternal and everlasting Kingdom.  While this Kingdom exists 

beyond time and space in the realm of Heaven, this Kingdom is also now present 

in the hearts of believers and is represented through the witness of the church.  

DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ 

fullness on earth, when it does come there shall be an unmistakable appearing 

and arrival of Jesus Christ again in power and glory.  tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

shall be extensive trial and intensive tribulation throughout the world, but upon 

ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord.  With hope and vision renewed, therefore, the Church 

must go beyond mere survival and maintenance and serve the more noble cause 

of furthering DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 

   This book may be used as a resource for personal study, as a biblical outline 

and series for worship or sermons, or for small groups, triad groups or for a 

Sunday School classes. ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΥ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ {ƛƎƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ƛǎ 

designed and group-tested to be practical and insightful, uplifting and challenging.  

 For further prayer support and resource supplements, you may go online to 

the website www.comefollowjesus.com, where  άtƻǿŜǊtƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ are 

provided for teaching or preaching.  This study was designed to stand on its own, 

and yet it may also be used as a good second study following the basic discipleship 

ōƻƻƪΥ ά/ƻƳŜ Cƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎέ by Dr. Scott Arnold   This study may also serve to help 

you develop a type of small group ministry referred to as ά¢ǊƛŀŘsέ όǎƳŀƭƭ 

support/study groups of three o four people).  A very helpful annotated 

bibliography at the end gives more resources for understanding the biblical 
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teaching of the Kingdom of God and for further support for small groups and triad 

groups.   

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
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You are welcome to visit the website:  www.myunionchurch.org and listen to 

sermons and some original songs from his church family.  You are welcome to 

contact Dr. Scott Arnold directly at: scotteagle7@aol.com.  

  ±ƛǎƛǘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ discipleship website at:  www.comefollowjesus.com 

Wƻƛƴ {ŎƻǘǘΩs facebook page at:  ά{ƻǳƭ CǊǳƛǘΥ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέΦ  

 
 

mailto:scotteagle7@aol.com
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Current Books and Resources by Dr. Scott T. Arnold: 
 

Current books: 
   άSoul Fruit: Bearing Blessings Through Cancerέ 2009  (Createspace and Amazon) 

           This is the personal story of how Scott and his son Thom experienced hope and  
         ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
        comes through adversity.  Scott shares how God intervened, worked through 
        people, and even revealed grace and healing personally.  This is written for  
        all of us who face trials and adversity, so as to give hope, faith, and assurance. 
 
   άCome Follow Jesusέ !  .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΦ  нллф  (Createspace and Amazon) 

           This is a basic easy to use Discipleship Study for small groups or discipleship triads.  
           The main focus is on the gospels for practical insights into growing as a follower of Jesus 
           /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ά/ƻƳŜ Cƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎέ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ мл ǿŜŜƪǎκƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ  
 

   άThe Kingdom of God: Salvation, Signs, and ServiceΦέ нлмл (Createspace and Amazon) 

          This is a Biblical/Theological study with applications and personal stories.   Questions 
          are also included for group discussion and personal reflection.  

  
  άSHINE: A Celebration of Spiritual Giftsέ  {Ŏƻǘǘ !ǊƴƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ .ǊŀŘ tŀǊǊƛǎƘΣ нлмл  
         Dr. Arnold joins up with his friend and a lay leader from his church to create 
         a lively resource for churches to use as they explore how Spiritual Gifts are 
         an integral pŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
         Church, as the Body of Christ.  Scott and Brad consider both the joys and  
         the dangers  
 

Upcoming books:   
    άFaith, Friendship, and Fruitfulness:  A Triad Discipleship JouǊƴŜȅέ нлмл  
        This is a long term discipleship guide for small groups or triad groups.  
        There are 26 lessons/studies of intimate and personal interaction from 
        Biblical passages that cover a variety of Old and New Testament selections. 
 
    άThe Gospel Amidst RuinΥ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέΣ 
           tŀǳƭΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎέ нлмм  5ǊΦ !ǊƴƻƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ  
          ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
          Ǌǳƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōƻƴŘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƘƻǇŜ 
          to those who accept the gift of grace and believe in the power of  
          DƻŘΩǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜΦ {Ŏƻǘǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ  
          living with the hope of the gospel while living in an imperfect world.  
          This world is increasingly urban, reflecting the how the community of  
          DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΦ   
          The dystopia of man is not our end, but shall be replaced by the coming 
          New Jerusalem ushered in through Jesus Christ.   
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BIBLE STUDY CHAPTERS: 

 

         Chapter Title:                                Scripture:                                                Page: 
 

мΦ   άDƻŘ ƛǎ 9ƴǘƘǊƻƴŜŘέ                               όtǎŀƭƳ 47; Psalm 48; Matthew 18:1-4)          
 

нΦ   άDƻŘ ƛǎ DƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƧŜǎǘƛŎέ            όtǎŀƭƳ уΤ tǎŀƭƳ нпΤ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ мтΥм-5)       
 

оΦ   άDƻŘ ƛǎ aƛƎƘǘȅ ŀƴŘ aŜǊŎƛŦǳƭέ              όtǎŀƭƳ нфΣ ооΣ ŀƴŘ смΤ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ муΥмл-14)    
 

пΦ   άDƻŘ ƛǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Iƛǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ           (Isaiah 62; Revelations 3:11-13)  
  

рΦ   ά¢ƘŜ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎέ             όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ оΥм-12; II Corinthians 5:20-21)  
 

сΦ   ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ bŜŀǊέ            όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ пΥу-17;  Psalm 84)  
 

тΦ   ά{ŜŜƪ ! YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ  όaŀǘǘhew 5:17-20; Psalm 72)   
 

уΦ   άtƭŜŀǎŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ  {ŜŎǊŜǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ            όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥм-4; II Corinthians 5:9-10)  
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фΦ   ά¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘέ          όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥмф-24; Psalm 62)  

 
млΦ ά WǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ            όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥм-12;  20:1-16 and Psalm 67) 

  
ммΦ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ aŜǊŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ά            όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ уΥм-17; Psalm 57) 

 
мнΦ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎέ   όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ фΥм-8; 18:21-35; Psalm 32)  

  
моΦ ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎέ        όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ млΥм-42; Psalm 145)  

 
мпΦ ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ ²Ƙƻ {ǳŦŦŜǊŜŘέ                    όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нмΥоо-46; Psalm 22)  

 
мрΦ ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎέ              όWƻƘƴ нлΥм-18;   Psalm 91)  

 
мсΦ άLƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ tŀǊǘȅέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нуΥму-20;   22:1-1, Psalm 93)  

 
мтΦ ά¢ƘŜ wŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ά                    όwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ мΥм-8; 22:1-7    Psalm 96)    
 
 

CONCLUSION ς A VISION OF JESUS  
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY  
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VISION 2: A Story of Stars 
 

 The river was flowing steadily underneath me.  The rugged wooden 

footbridge that I had laid down upon provided a unique vantage point to the 

heavens.  The first stars were coming out in the twilight as frogs, toads, and 

crickets sang upon the banks of this tree lined trout river in Wisconsin.  There was 

a thick cloud covering my thoughts on that clear September night; I felt that I had 

ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

grow very much? What more could I do to impact the little inner city church of 

Chicago that I served on the northwest side?  Was I completely sure of GodΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ 

to serve Him through urban ministry?  Thoughts returned to a symphony of 

flowing water in the sound of this little stream that swiftly moved underneath me 

as I looked up to the starry canopy beginning to appear up above.  I hoped that 

somehow the creation in all its beauty could sweep my concerns away in a current 

of cleansing.  My hometown friend Daryl had gone upstream to cast his fly with 

ǎƪƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘǊƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ L ŎƘƻǎŜ 

not to fish any more that day because I knew that I needed some direction from 

the Lord.  Fishing was a nice distraction, but it did not solve my need for being still 

before God. 

       Praying, I asked God what His specific purpose and calling was for my life.   

All the sounds of creation did not contain a direct message from the Lord; the 

presence and voice of the Lord was veiled at first.  Eventually, as I waited and 

watched, enjoying the light of the moon and the deepening indigo of the heavens, 

my heart was being prepared as each new star appeared.  Then, to my wonder, in 

a sweeping, arching, flash, a meteorite streaked across the starry night sky.  I felt 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǎǿŜŜǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΦ  L ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǎ L ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

joy.  What I heard was a firm voice withƛƴ ƳŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ  άL ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ 
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ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǳƴǿŀǾŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ǎƻǳƭΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘ ǎǘƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ L ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ  άL ŀƳ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ 

preach the gospel to all the world, to people in cities and to those in the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΦέ άCŜŀǊ ƴƻǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎέΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

words of encouragement.  The voice of the Lord was firm, warm and strong. My 

heart was greatly strengthened and my soul was blessed. The Lord had come to 

me in a beautiful and profound way. This was a very personal message from the 

creator and redeemer of my life.  I have often looked back at that moment as a 

defining call from God, a clarification of His will to participate in the work of His 

Kingdom.  InǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ L ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ Ǿŀƛƴ ƘƻǇŜΣ ƻǊ 

a concept of religion, it is a reality that is entered into and pursued by faith. 

    When looking up to the stars in heaven one can certainly be humbled by 

the majesty of creation.  There is a growing realization among the scientific 

community that the evidence for intelligent design extends from the vast expanse 

of the universe to the details found within specific and minute biological, 

molecular, and atomic structures.  The patterns that define creation speak of a 

Creator.  The way in which God the Creator exercised sovereignty through the 

initial act of creating, and maintains sovereignty through continued interaction 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ongoing 

revelation. God has actively initiated communication with the world and we as 

ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 

salvation and redemption to humanity, and subsequent renewal to the earth.  

There are many claims as to what to believe about God and His Kingdom. 

Not all are accurate or biblical. There are formulations about God and His Kingdom 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŀǊƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƳƛǎƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ 

will attempt to examine the revelation of God from the experience witnessed 

primarily through the record of the Bible and secondarily through historical, 
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empirical, and personal experiences of God.  Hopefully the goal shall be the 

pursuit of serving, magnifying, and giving honor and glory to our Lord and King 

Jesus the Christ, the Son of God.  In this matter of glorifying God may we grow in 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ  [ƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōƛŘŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Word and Spirit of God will inevitably lead believers to shine a brighter witness of 

our relationship and understanding of God, His nature, and His Kingdom. Most 

important is that we become spiritually alive and equipped, our identity and 

nature in Jesus Christ shall then become transforming and fruitful.  Jesus Christ is 

calling people to pick up the cross of service and begin participating as citizens of 

DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 

     ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ  ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ мύ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ 

that God created community from Community. This initial revelation of God in 

Genesis raises an essential truth: We are created in the image of God, and that 

image involves our purpose and identity within the fullness of community.  This 

provides support for the belief that we were designed by our creator for 

communion and citizenship within His eternal Kingdom.  Yet with the corruption 

ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ōȅ ŜǾƛƭΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŀǘŀƴΣ 

it is important to explore the matters of salvaǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 

redemptive Kingdom work.  How does free-ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

stewards of this earth?  How does free-will factor into our redemption from evil?  

Also, how does free-will enter into the establishment of justice, righteousness, 

and the accountability held to all people before God?  In all this it will be 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘŜƴǎŜΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 

transfoǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

we live.  We must explore the kind of service God calls us to render in obedient 

and faithful action as we behold the needs of people and are moved with 

compassion.  Kingdom service is essential according to Jesus in the teaching of 
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aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нр ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ όDƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎύ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀǘǎ όǘƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳύ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ 

responded to the needs of the hungry, naked, homeless, sick, imprisoned, and 

ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 

 In writing this book my intent is that it will reflect something that is 

genuine and life changing.  Therefore, I come humbly before God, sharing the 

ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ that has brought salvation and 

direction for my life. This journey began as I was immersed in the community of 

faith at Memorial Presbyterian Church in Midland, Michigan and was nurtured in 

the basics of the Christian faith in my home.  Yet not until I began to seek after 

DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ŘƛŘ L 

become aware that something was missing.  In this process of seeking as a Junior 

in High School, God began to reveal His Word, presence and truth through Jesus 

Christ.  One Sunday I went forward to pray with others during an invitation, we 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ L ŦŜƭǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

might think.  These steps were bigger than I could have known, as I did not realize 

the ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǿŀǊƳǘƘέ ŀƴŘ 

άǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘǊǳǘƘέ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ aȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ 

never to be the same as I came to realize that Jesus had come into my life and I 

was a child of God.  Jesus has always been there for me, as friend and as King and 

tǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

repentance and faith, and has always been sufficient, no matter the challenge or 

lack of faithfulness on my part.  I keep learning what it means to humbly serve 

Jesus, and He guides me with His word of truth and life.  He furthermore reigns 

with authority and mercy.  What I learned then and what continue to observe is 

that Jesus empowers and equips each of us with the Holy Spirit.  This precious gift 

of the Holy Spirit is from God our Heavenly Father, for the sake of our being born 

again for inheritance into His Kingdom.  My prayer is that we each may honor and 
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ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ an ambassador of 

the Kingdom of God.   

 Personally and professionally, the Lord has called me to serve as a pastor 

of four different churches in twenty five years of ministry.  From inner city 

churches to suburban and small town churches God called me to develop a deeper 

understanding of His Kingdom, and my theology is developing for what is essential 

ŦƻǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  

All people, in diverse places, are called to become distinctive and pleasing to God 

by becoming active citizens of the Kingdom of God.  The best and worst in people, 

in churches, and in communities, should not make us stumble in pride or hesitate 

with doubt.  God is at work for His Kingdom, and is bringing about something that 

when revealed in fullness shall answer all questions, and reveal all mysteries.  In 

the midst of the beauty and brokenness that we encounter and experience, may it 

ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛŘǎǘΣ ƛǎ άŀǘ 

ƘŀƴŘέ ŀǎ WŜǎus said.  The Kingdom of God is coming in the complete fulfillment of 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ   

 Being a cancer survivor, I understand what it is to face death and what it is 

ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǾŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ƻŦ 

sinfulness and corruption, and have tried to minister from my own struggle. In all 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

is at work.  I believe that the Kingdom of God is eternal, and yet I know it is still a 

work in progress where God calls for us to be participants, to receive and extend 

His grace and mercy.  Furthermore, this good work is rooted in the good news that 

He has ordained through Jesus Christ His Son.   This beloved Son of God reigns in 

ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀving love and 

forgiveness.  May we explore what it means to be disciples who share salvation, 
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ǿƘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎέ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǳƴǎŜƭŦƛǎƘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ    

 There is nothing more inspiring and transforming in our faith than to 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭ ōƻǘƘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ 

which shall transform all things in a time yet to come.  This revelation is pervasive 

through Scripture, and is available through the light of faith that comes through a 

relationship with God by way of knowing Jesus Christ risen and resident within 

ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƻǳƭΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΥ  ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

ȅƻǳΦέ hǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά¢Ƙȅ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜΣ ¢Ƙȅ ǿƛƭl be done 

ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ IŜŀǾŜƴέΦ  WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜǎŎƘŀǘƻƭƻƎȅ όǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

Kingdom) that affirms the Sovereignty of His Heavenly Father while also giving 

ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

perspeŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴ 

the Words of warning and judgment for Israel in the Old Testament, but was not 

personally evident in Jesus Christ the Messiah, the Son of God.  Jesus presence did 

not, however, equate into power at first, for He came as a suffering servant King, a 

Prince of Peace, a reconciler and mediator between God and man.  The Kingdom 

was truly evident and manifest in His being and through His ministry.  Yet the 

Kingdom will not yet to arrive in full power and glory until the age of the church 

shall be concluded, and the Gentile and Jew together will receive salvation.  In the 

fullness of time Jesus came in grace and truth, and in the fullness of time He shall 

come again in power and glory.  Until then, God is preparing the citizens of His 

coming Kingdom, and setting forth the culmination of His plan of redemption and 

judgment.  Having a perspective in life and faith that is oriented upon God and His 

Kingdom is of utmost importance, for such vision helps us know who we serve and 

to whom we are trusting and accountable to. 

For those who have thought that the Kingdom of God is a creation of 

religion, this is short-sighted and dangerous.  For God is the architect and master 
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planner and fulfiller of His Kingdom. Historically, the kings and prophets of Israel 

ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΣ άŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǳƴǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ wƻƳŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ 

founded under Constantine which made Christianity the state religion. Colonizing 

European nations failed as their Christian missionaries could not counter the 

corruption of monarchs and merchants who viewed their colonies as a means for 

building power and wealth.  In Western Civilizations and Eastern Civilizations there 

have rulers and religious leaders who have temporarily assumed a god-like status 

ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ aŀƴΩǎ 

kingdoms are corrupted and insufficient, and the religious intertwining of church 

and state has historically often wrought havoc to the best expressions of faith that 

may come through the liberty of conscience.  

tŀǳƭ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ  άCƻǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǎ ŦǊŜŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƻǳƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎned for communion with God, and 

therefore needs salvation from the pervasiveness of willful sin and its result of 

separation and brokenness.  Human governments cannot provide freedom and 

welfare for very long, though they are temporary agencies that may be useful if 

led by people of ethical and moral compass.  While governments and institutions 

of man can be positively influenced and led by people of faith or good-will, the 

point here is that no institution or government should ever assume a God-like 

status. No creation or institution of man should seek to divert the loyalty and 

ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ǊŜƛƎƴΦ  

Governments can only protect such freedom that can allow the workings of 

religious liberty that lead toward faith and devotion to God and His Kingdom.  God 

alone is the author and sustainer of truth and grace, salvation and spirituality.   

The Kingdom of God is therefore above all human government, and this 

includes all monarchies, democracies, republics, and forms of governance. Even 

ǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ 
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been non-ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƻŦ ƴƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜǎΤ ƛǘ 

has indeed been working above, in, and around the kingdoms of this earth.  

Therefore, in a spiritual sense, and in more dimensions that can be imagined, the 

Kingdom of God is a matter of historical significance, of present importance, and 

of great future hope and promise.    

Thankfully, the Kingdom of God is not dependent upon our initiative, but 

this does not mean that the call of God to serve for His Kingdom is any less 

important.  The Apostle Paul spoke of this as he wrote to the church in Rome:  άLǘ 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  

(Romans 9:16).  Wonderfully, God does welcome and involve those who respond 

to His invitation and call to become servants of the Most High, ambassadors of His 

grace and truth in Christ.  The gospel of the Kingdom of God is therefore actually 

quƛǘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΥ άwŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘέΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

engages us with hope.  The Kingdom of God is not far away, it is right before us, 

and even at work within us, even now as we serve and wait in diligent and vigilant 

actions of love and mercy. 
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VISION 3: Providence and Airplanes 
 
      ά[ŀǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ тууέ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎŀǘŜ 

at the Dallas/Fort Worth airport.  I had two hours to wait before the next 

connecting flight would go to Detroit.  So the idea catching this flight was 

ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ  ά¸ŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣέ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦέ  L ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

to go ahead.  When God gives you directives, be ready for a specific mission.  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘέ 

perspective. 

      At this point, as I crossed the threshold of the aircraft, I thought I was the 

last person to get on the plane.  I was wrong.  After sitting down in the back in an 

aisle seat that had an open seat next to me I looked up to see a fast moving 

businessman.  He knew the layout of the airplane and looked in my direction.  He 

seemed disappointed as he realized that he would sit between me and the person 

near the window.  As he came closer I offered him the aisle seat, but he declined 

Ƴȅ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎέ Ƙŀǘ L was wearing, or 

if it was something goofy about my appearance that had him anxious, but I knew 

that this guy had come to this plane as a matter of divine appointment as I had.  A 

variety of conversations led to a realization on my part that while he talked about 

his children, he did not say a word about his wife.  In our conversation he was 

ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǿƴ ƳƻǿƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

very green, like that he had enjoyed when he had lived in Michigan.  In that 

moment, as I wŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ 

memory and thought into my mind to share.  I told him about a riding mower I 

once had with a motor whose screws vibrated loose because the screws were 

mounted upside down.  With words of applicŀǘƛƻƴ L ǎƘŀǊŜŘΥ ά[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
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ƳƻǿŜǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΦ  L ŦƛƴŘ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ΨǘƛƎƘǘΩΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻǎŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǳǎŜ L ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ 

ǎƻ L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ family relationships take 

Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƭƻƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ƻǊ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦέ  !ŦǘŜǊ L ƘŀŘ 

made this observation the man became very quiet.  Then after a long three 

ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ŜǎέΣ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ 

of a conversation on the flight after that, but when we landed I noticed how 

ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƻƳŜΦ  L ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ DƻŘΦέ   

   One would think that my mission was completed that day.  But God works on 

many more dimensions than we often imagine.  After all, God is the ultimate 

multi-ǘŀǎƪŜǊΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜǎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

proceed to claim my baggage yet, I sat down to have dinner and waited in the 

lobby while waiting my 2 hours for the baggage to arrive.   As I pulled out my 

laptop to check email, I noticed that there were only two people in the large 

terminal where I waited.  Next to the seat where I sat were a few greeting cards, a 

ǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƧŀŎƪŜǘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ŀ ǘŀƭƭ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōƭŀŎƪ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ плΩǎ 

came and sat down, laying his canvas briefcase down carefully.  Eventually we 

ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ   ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ L ŀǎƪŜŘΚ  άL ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀέΣ ƘŜ 

ǎŀƛŘΦ  άL ŀƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀέΦ  άLΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦέ L ǎŀƛŘΦ  άL 

ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ L ŀƳ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ōŀƎƎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦέ  

ά²Ƙȅ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ  άL ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ of 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŜƴ L ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άaȅ ǎƻƴǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ōǳǘ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ 

ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻŘŀȅέΦ  ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƛƎƘǘǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ ƘŜ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘŜƭȅΦ  ά¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ¸ƻǎŜƳƛǘŜ 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦέ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ L ŦŜƭǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƳƻǊŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ¸ƻǎŜƳƛǘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦέ  IŜ ǇŜǊƪŜŘ ǳǇΣ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ   ά²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
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valley there is a stretch of road where for about 5 seconds you can see the glory 

and beauty of the El Capitan cliff and Bridal Vail Falls, but then the view is 

obstructed by a mountain as you wait another 10 minutes in expectation for the 

view to reappear.  After going through a mile long tunnel, all of a sudden you see 

the glorious valley vista revealed in fullness. It was at that moment, I remembered 

my father who had brought me there with my family over 38 years before when I 

was 13 years old.  He died about four years ago, and in view of this spectacular 

place I remembered my Dad and felt his nearness in a wonderful way.  I felt not 

ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ  L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ  ά¢ƘŜƴΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ came to 

me.  In this life we may catch a glimpse of the glory of heaven, and because of our 

ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ  ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ 

must trust that someday, through the passage of death, we will come through by 

DƻŘΩǎ grace into the vista of the glorious Kingdom of Heaven, a beautiful valley 

where the fountain of life pours forth and we are joined again with those who 

ǿŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΦέ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 

intently.  Then he toƭŘ ƳŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ Ƙƻǿ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀǘ 

this moment.  My father just died and I am on my way home to be with my family 

at his memorial service.   I am a believer, and just a few years ago my dad became 

a believer.  He made a lot of mistakes, but he came to know Jesus and received 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ   ¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ 

ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ Iƛǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦέ  ²Ŝ ōƻǘƘ 

looked at one another in amazement.  We considered the means by which God 

worked to allow this divine appointment.   By His providential direction God had 

encouraged each of us, His inspiration and revelation affirmed.  This event served 

to remind me once again that God is at work, and involves us in the purposes and 

plans of His Kingdom.  Oh, and by the way, my luggage had actually arrived on the 

first flight after all.  God does have a great sense of humor and timing. 
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 All of this makes me wonder. Why do many people think of the Kingdom of 

God as being something either far away, non-existent, or beyond our 

comprehension?  Jesus saw the Kingdom of God much differently than this, and so 

did the prophets and people of faith who preceded His coming.  The vision and 

teaching that Jesus Christ gave us was both revolutionary and profound, He 

understood that the Kingdom of God was at hand, this being particularly true in 

who He was as the Son of God incarnate.  Indeed, what God has shown us in Christ 

is that the Kingdom of God is personal.  What Jesus also showed humanity is that 

the Kingdom of God is not to be restricted to place or time, but has always been 

eternally existent.  This does not mean that the Kingdom of God is static; indeed 

the Kingdom of God is transformative and redemptive.  Participation and 

citizenship in the Kingdom of God comes, therefore, as an opportunity of grace 

and as a response of faith. Through faith one may not only acknowledge God, but 

also receive the life-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ 

ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƻǳƭΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƻǳƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ 

grace and forgiveness for salvation.  The reign of God imparts life eternal and 

ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

is received and one can no longer read the Holy Scriptures as simply academic. 

hƴŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊŘέΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ƛǎ άDƻŘ-ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 

of God is understood therefore as a reality that transforms people through the 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ DƻŘΩǎ {on Jesus continues to give and send us 

ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ 

living.   

Therefore, for those who believe and obey God, there is reward in the 

Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ 

those who deny God and His Kingdom, who continue in disbelief and disobedience 

(even though God gives ample opportunities for faith and obedience, and showers 
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people of doubt with innumerable blessings), to these there will be eventual 

ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ǾƻƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 

holiness of God shall not be mocked, and no one shall enter the Kingdom of God 

without faith or upon their own merit.  For indeed all have sinned and fallen short 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

anyone be received into the Kingdom of Heaven.   

In the fullness of time God will establish His Kingdom on earth in the coming 

millennial reign of Jesus Christ. The view of the Kingdom that Jesus taught was 

both personal and corporate, intimate and universal.  In teaching His disciples to 

ǇǊŀȅ IŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άThy Kingdom comeέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥмлΦ   ¸Ŝǘ IŜ ŀƭso said: 

"The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will 

people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you" 

Luke 17:20-21 (NIV).  Throughout this study we will find a consistent tension of 

DƻŘΩǎ Kingdom being both present and yet to come.  This scriptural ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

Kingdom has been described by George Eldon Ladd:  

ñOur problem, then, is found in this threefold fact: 

(1) Some passages of Scripture refer to the Kingdom of God as Godôs reign. 

(2) Some other passages refer to Godôs Kingdom as a realm into which we 

      may now enter to experience the blessings of His reign.  

(3) Still other passages refer to a future realm which will come only with 

      the return of our Lord Jesus Christ into which we shall then enter and  

      experience the fullness of His reign.ò 
1
    

  

Lƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Iƛǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜƭŜǎǎΣ 

ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΦ  DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

intersects with our realm of creation in a way that we may experience the 

ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ IŜŀǾŜƴΦ  ¸Ŝǘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ 

condition of humanity combined with the existence of evil has brought about a 

                                                           
1
 [ŀŘŘΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ 9ƭŘƻƴΦ ά¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ DǊŀƴŘ wŀǇƛŘǎΣ 9ŜǊŘƳŀƴǎ ǇΦ нн  
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form of bondage, decay, and corruption within the realm of creation. God is 

therefore putting into place a plan of redemption for creation. Man, being the 

crown of His creation, is to be brought into the glorious freedom of the coming 

YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

redemptive reign. ¦ƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ 

three ways: 

1. Through receiving and proclaiming the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ.  
 
2. Through living in a compelling way that represents God and shines forth a  
    ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ άsignsέ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ   
 
3. Through faithful and unselfish service ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƻǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
     lives to love the Lord our God, and our neighbor as ourselves.  By doing so  
     God will help us bear spiritual fruit for His Kingdom.  
 

 The Lordship of God, and of His Son Jesus the Christ, is not only a relational 

living reality to those who believe in their hearts and minds, this shared Lordship 

extends to all the heavens and to the ends of this earth upon which we live.  

Though there are those who seek to denigrate God and deny His existence, this 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƛƴƎŜ ǳǇƻƴ Iƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƛǎ established from 

His eternal and unchanging nature of goodness and righteousness.  Though all 

subjects of creation are given freedom, and this freedom allows for creative or 

varianǘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ ǿƛƭƭΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 

established ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ  DƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ 

in and through History to uphold and establish His Kingdom on earth and 

throughout the heavens, ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

community.  Still, the existence of evil and human corruptibility have allowed for a 

ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 

ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ 

is nonetheless consistent and constant, to reconcile humanity and all affected 

creation through the work of salvation, and so to bring justice through the work of 
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judgment.  God has ordained His One and only Son, Jesus Christ, to join Him so as 

to mediate and administer this great work of re-creation and redemption.  

Through Christ, the Servant King who obediently went to the cross for our 

reconciliation and redemption, God established a new covenant relationship for 

ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ  ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ WŜǎǳǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ Iƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ά¢Ƙȅ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜ, 

Thy will be done, ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ IŜŀǾŜƴΧέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

call of God is not for people to wait passively for His Kingdom, but to wait with 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΦ  

 

 

Overview of the Chapters of Biblical Study: 

 This study on the Kingdom of God will focus primarily upon the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ from Matthew with writings from the Psalms that will also parallel the 

gospel account.  The first four chapters will focus upon God as enthroned in 

majesty, might and mercy.  The fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters will focus upon 

Jesus as the Christ, whose Lordship is revealed from Heaven and whose presence 

ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

thirteen follow the path of discovery and discipleship for those who walked with 

Jesus then, and also for we who trust and obey Jesus Christ now.  Chapters 

fourteen through seventeen will focus on the passion of Jesus, the ministry and 

service of His death and resurrection, and His call for believers to proclaim and 

embody the gospel of His reign until He returns again in power and glory to fulfill 

DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ   
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Warner Sallman: ñChristôs Returnò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of this study: 
To glorify God and to help further an understanding of the nature 

and working of Godôs eternal Kingdom.  To encourage people to 

believe and trust God for salvation in Jesus Christ, become 

ambassadors of Godôs Kingdom, and to give glory to God in every 

aspect of life. 
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Three Key PrinciǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΥ 

1.  SALVATION: People receive salvation and citizenship 

ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ŀǎ YƛƴƎ 
forgave and ransomed us on the cross, and rose three days 
later victorious over sin and death.  

2.  SIGNS:   People become ambassadors/signs ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

Kingdom as they follow, grow, and serve the Lord Jesus as 
disciples.  

3.  SERVICE:  People give glory to God the Creator/Father 

and serve His Kingdom as agents and ambassadors of 
reconciliation and righteousness through faith and obedience 
to Jesus Christ.  
 

Format for each chapter/unit of study: 
1. Title, key verse, purpose of study  
2. Introduction to the study 
3. Scripture Passages 
4. Outline of Key Scripture Passages 
5. Exploring the Scriptures 
6. Bridging into Today 
7. Questions for Class Discussion 
8. Closing Idea, concluding thought 
 

 

Note:  The scriptures cited will come primarily from the 

          New International Version. (Zondervan Corporation, 1981) 
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Dedication: 
 

This book is dedicated in memory of Rev. Forrest R. Gilmore, my 

grandfather who was a faithful pastor of American Baptist Churches for over 50 

years in New England.   He served as Pastor of the Phoenix Baptist Church in 

Phoenix, Rhode Island, First Baptist Church of North Attleboro, Massachusetts, 

First Baptist Church of Leominster, Massachusetts, First Baptist Church of Salem, 

Massachusetts, and First Baptist Church of North Saugus, Massachusetts.  

Most importantly, he demonstrated his joy and commitment to Jesus 

Christ by serving faƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

grace.   He indicated that it was for the sake of giving God glory, and for the 

purpose of building up the church.  He believed in the Kingdom of God through 

faith and service to Jesus Christ.  He preached the gospel with intelligence, humor, 

and compassion.  On the occasion of his 50th year in ministry celebration he 

approached the old pulpit at First Baptist Church of Salem and pointed at his fine 

ǎƛƭƪȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƻn the roof, but there is fire in the 

ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜέΦ  IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ŎŀǊŜΦ  

During my first two years of ministry out of seminary, we lived near 

enough to him in New England to meet twice a month.  During this time he 

imparted much wisdom and gave me great encouragement.  I thank God for this 

ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άǇŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǊŎƘέΦ  vǳƛǘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ 

me of the importance of working together with other churches and clergy, and of 

Ƙƻǿ ƭŀǊƎŜ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ LǊƛǎƘ 

ŜȅŜǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  .ŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ 

me that he wanted me to do his memorial service, but he told me not to call it a 

άŦǳƴŜǊŀƭέ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  L ǿŀǎ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ άL ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ  L Ǌǳƴ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎǊƻǿƴΣ ōǳǘ 
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for the crown of righteousness that Christ bestows to those who run with faith, 

ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŜ ǎŀƴƎ  άIŜ [ŜŀŘŜǘƘ aŜέ ŀƴŘ άCŀƛǘƘ 

ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅέΦ   !ǎ L ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ wŜǾΦ CƻǊǊŜǎǘ DƛƭƳƻǊŜΣ L 

do so knowing that He is in the Kingdom of Heaven, even praying for us here on 

earth to seek Christ and His Kingdom first and foremost.  
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ñThe Kingdom of God: Salvation, Signs, and Serviceò  

 

Study Chapter Outline 
 

         Chapter Title:                                Scripture:                                                Page: 

 
1.   ñGod is Enthronedò                               (Psalm 47; Psalm 48; Matthew 18:1-4)           41 

 

2.   ñGod is Glorious and Majesticò            (Psalm 8; Psalm 24; Matthew 17:1-5)             52 

 

3.   ñGod is Mighty and Mercifulò              (Psalm 29, 33, and 61; Matthew 18:10-14)     58 

 

4.   ñGod is Building His Kingdomò           (Isaiah 62; Revelations 3:11-13)                     64 

  

5.   ñThe Ambassador of the Kingò             (Matthew 3:1-12; II Corinthians 5:20-21)      71 

 

6.   ñThe Kingdom of God is Nearò            (Matthew 4:8-17;  Psalm 84)                          77 

 

7.   ñSeek A Kingdom of Righteousnessò  (Matthew 5:17-20; Psalm 72)                          82 

 

8.   ñPlease God in  Secret Serviceò            (Matthew 6:1-4; II Corinthians 5:9-10)          87 

 

9.   ñTreasure the Kingdom of Godò          (Matthew 6:19-24; Psalm 62)                          92 

 

10. ñ Judgment in Godôs Kingdomò            (Matthew 7:1-12;  20:1-16 and Psalm 67)     97 

  

11. ñThe Great Mercy of the King ñ            (Matthew 8:1-17; Psalm 57)                         102 

 

12. ñThe Great Forgiveness of the Kingò   (Matthew 9:1-8; 18:21-35; Psalm 32)           107 

  

13. ñService in the Name of the Kingò        (Matthew 10:1-42; Psalm 145)                    112 

 

14. ñThe King Who Sufferedò                    (Matthew 21:33-46; Psalm 22)                     117 

 

15. ñThe King Who is Victoriousò              (John 20:1-18;   Psalm 91)                          122 

 

16. ñInvitation to Godôs Kingdom Partyò (Matthew 28:18-20;   22:1-1, Psalm 93)        127 

 

17. ñThe Return of the King ñ                    (Revelation 1:1-8; 22:1-7    Psalm 96)          132 
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1. God is Enthroned 
(Psalm 47; Psalm 48; Matthew 18:1-4) 

 

Key verse:  
How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth!       

Psalm 47:2  
 

God is Enthroned 
 Praise God for His Sovereignty!  God is enthroned over the universe!  Yet 

we wonder why our human race has chosen hate, war, destruction, violence, 

prejudice, perversions, vice, oppression, injustice, and inequality.  To what degree 

does the existence of evil, and the presence of sin, make it more difficult for people 

to believe in God and His sovereignty? Or, is there something about the free will 

God has granted to living beings that makes for a dynamic interplay, and how does 

this involve humans, angels, creatures great and small?  How does this allowance 

for free will speak about the nature of God and His Kingdom?  What does free will 

tell us about our own identity, made in the image of God?  Could it be that God is 

both mighty and merciful?  Could it be that God is enthroned above us and yet 

desires to be enthroned within us by our faith?  Could it be that the dynamic nature 

of Godôs Sovereignty speaks to the realization that His Kingdom is not imposed, 

but is implicitly interwoven into the fabric of all existence?  The answers to these 

questions are found in whether or not we will respond to Godôs presence and 

humble ourselves to follow through on His ongoing invitation to faith and 

obedience.  The witness of those who God used to reveal Himself in the Bible and 

since has been that of a Kingdom that is greater than us, but also of a Creator/King 

who is greatly able to change us, and work to redeem us.  Jesus said: ñUnless you 

change and become like little children, you will not be able to enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven.ò (Matthew 18:3)  In a very real and personal way God is to be honored 

and enthroned by faith and actions.  Godôs Kingdom can then become a more 

vividly expressed reality, not only within our hearts and minds, but also within the 
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sphere of life we are given to influence.  This participation in the Kingdom of God 

is a matter of faith and trust.  How well we relate to Godôs Sovereignty and reign is 

where variance exists, and where problems arise.    

 The Kingdom of God was a key reality within the experience and history of 

the people of Israel, and consequently was a predominant theme of the Old and 

New Testaments of the Bible.  Kings and rulers discovered first hand that there is a 

God who moves and acts to intervene above manôs own temporal rule and 

authority. The Sovereign Creator God holds all people accountable, giving 

individuals and nations the choice to freely believe or rebel.  Even with this 

freedom, the plans of God and His Kingdom cannot ultimately be thwarted, and 

Godôs sovereign justice cannot be avoided.  In the fullness of time, the presence 

and working of Godôs Kingdom give rise to the intervention and incarnation of 

Godôs Son Jesus Christ, born of the ñroot of Jesseò in the human lineage of King 

David.  Jesus came to fulfill Godôs Kingdom plan, Jesus began by preaching the 

good news of the Kingdom of God being ñat handò.  Jesusô mission involved being  

sent as a Messiah who would first come to reign in our hearts, and this mission 

extends to where He will eventually come to be enthroned over all the earth.  While 

there is a great deal of speculation surrounding the details of how God will 

establish His Kingdom through Christôs second coming, the reality and promise of 

Godôs present and coming Kingdom is secure.  One need not speculate whether 

faith in Jesus Christ can qualify them for citizenship in Godôs Kingdom.  However, 

over-speculation about Eschatology (the study of the end times and the coming of 

Godôs Kingdom) can sometimes distract and disengage believers from currently 

living out the principles of Godôs Kingdom right now.  Jesus preached with an 

urgency of the Kingdom of God as He began His ministry.  This urgency should 

indwell all who realize that God is enthroned, and that He has a book of life where 

all of what we do is known, and His very word of life and grace can be written.  

The reality of accountability before our Creator/King should inspire humility and 

commitment because we realize that our very lives are held into account.  Jesus 

called us to participate in sharing the good news of Godôs Kingdom, this call to 
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participate will change our worldview, and in turn, our actions.   Yet, while a 

change of worldview is important, it still does not address the matter of corruption 

within oneôs soul or society.  This is where salvation is needed, and why God has 

provided His Son as Savior and Lord.  In the midst of humanityôs struggle for 

survival, meaning, and purpose there is an underlying search for a deep longing for 

transformation.  Godôs promise is fulfilled in Jesus Christ and the Kingdom that is 

at hand by grace, and the Kingdom that is coming by promise and truth.  of God, 

and the urgency of growing in faith and service to Christ as Lord is essential.  

 As I was writing this chapter I was nicely interrupted at our church by the 

man who runs the school release Bible class for children.  He asked if I could come 

over and help chaperone the older elementary children back to the school.  I went 

over and assisted him with the Bible memory verse ñGlory to God in the Highest, 

and on earth, peace, good will toward menò (Luke 2:14).  While he was finishing 

up, he had children come up one at a time to recite this verse.   They had a difficult 

time remembering.  The first one remembered the Luke reference, but could hardly 

recall what words to start with as she began ñGloryé in the highesté on earth, 

peaceéò  Then another child tried saying ñLuke 2:14, peace on earth, and good 

will to all.ò  Several children did get it right, but the part that they seemed to find 

difficult to state was ñGlory to God in the highestò.  I would have thought that this 

may have been more familiar to the children in January, right after Christmas, as 

the proclamation of the angels to the shepherds.  But then again, I wondered if the 

story of Christôs birth had been as well told and repeated as I had assumed?  In 

reflection, as I walked with the children back to their school, I thought of how this 

very statement ñGlory to God in the highestò is crucial.  Either we join the angels 

and creation in giving glory to God, or we deny the opportunity and invitation.  So 

often we end up glorifying something else or even ourselves in place of God.  We 

violate the first of Godôs commands given to Moses and Israel, and we negate the 

positive commandment of Christ to ñLove the Lord our God with all our heart, 

soul, and mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves.ò  The reason we donôt have 

peace on earth, and good will toward fellow humanity is that we donôt have our 
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relationship with God how it should be.  The priority of giving glory to God in the 

highest is what will prepare us for true and lasting peace and goodness.   The gift of 

Godôs beloved Son Jesus is for all the people of this world, a personal invitation to 

repent and believe in Godôs Kingdom that is at hand.   

 That same day when the children came to our church there was a boy who 

was not feeling well.  He was afraid to call his mother because the last time he did 

she was very mad with him.  I prayed with him and then I said, ñtalk with your 

mother about how you are feeling when you get home, if she is upset with you then 

just tell her ñMom, I love you.òò  The boy perked up and smiled.  I encouraged him 

to consider what his mother might be going through, and to forgive his mother if he 

needed to.  In the midst of this I realized that I was not going to be able to do more 

than give the boy encouragement, faith, and understanding.  But then again, 

sometimes thatôs what is needed for people to step out in faith and hope.  God 

allows us space to work things out, and His Kingdom reign is not absent in our 

struggles, in fact, His reign is working itself out in our lives and in those for whom 

we are called to be encouraging witnesses to.    

 Not long ago I had blood tests done to check how I was doing in my fight 

with Non-Hodgkinôs Lymphoma.  The doctor noticed that I had an elevated level of 

certain proteins that are associated with my type of cancer.  Perhaps my six years of 

being in remission were over, I thought.  He explained that eventually this type of 

cancer returns, so he ordered CT scans, and an MRI for nagging pain and dizziness 

that I was feeling in my head.  Several weeks later the test was completed and the 

results were in.  The finding was that my cancer had not resumed, but that I had 

something rare in my brain, ñArnold Chiari Malformationò.  This is basically a 

hernia in the brain where it spills out from the back segment called the cerebellum 

into an area where it pushes against the flow of spinal fluid at the brain stem. The 

symptoms may include dizziness, imbalance, vertigo, nausea, neck aches, and 

fatigue.  I was talking with my brother Paul about this (he is also a pastor) and we 

speculated if this ñpain in the neckò was from many years of dealing with people in 

pastoral ministry. We laughed, but then I remarked ñI know God will help me deal 
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with this and will give me strength.ò  Itôs interesting that when we start moving 

forward to advance the Kingdom of God we will sometimes be met with opposition 

and obstacles.  In those moments we recognize that Satan wants to discourage or 

derail us, just as he tried to distract and discourage Jesus and His disciples.  In lifeôs 

challenges we are called to trust that God is sovereign, all knowing, and all able to 

make us stronger through the trials and troubles.  All the more, faith in God brings 

us victory and builds the character of Godôs Kingdom in us, and even through us.  

A malformation in the brain cannot deter the formative work of Christ and the 

Spirit of God.    

  
Godôs Kingdom is Big 

 

 Have you ever wondered how big the universe is when looking up at the 

stars at night?  Then, looking down at the sand on a beach you realize how many 

grains there are.  God has created an awesome universe, and has even given us the 

ability to speculate upon the wonders and beauty that we behold and appreciate the 

intricacies and mechanisms of what He has created.  Snowflakes, autumn colored 

leaves, the patterned feathers on a bird, the soft fur on an animal, the many 

interrelated organs that function together in our human body, the various habitats 

with their complexity of life upon this earth, the mind bending distances in our 

galaxy, and the billions of other galaxies, and so much more give evidence to the 

intelligence revealed in Godôs creation.  When considering how all this is 

interrelated, that there is structure, definition, and beauty to what we see 

individually and collectively, so it is that by faith we may grow to realize that God 

is revealing something about Himself and His Kingdom.  God is enthroned and 

affirms His creation by saying ñIt is goodò, then affirms our worth as created in His 

image by saying ñIt is very goodò.  

 We affirm that God did not simply make us as machines, or as having no 

purpose or connection to His creative order and plan.  Godôs Kingdom is not like 

the lifeless models of reality that take purpose and beauty out of the equation and 
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so cram in things like ñrandom selectionò or the ñspontaneous generation of lifeò. 

Godôs creative order brought forth a world that He made for His children and all 

creation to enjoy and find meaning in.  This is not a virtual world, but an actual 

Kingdom wherein our own existence is authenticated through communion with 

God and one another. Godôs Kingdom is a reality that includes everything and 

allows for freedom of thought and choice, while still maintaining cohesiveness and 

virtue.  Godôs Kingdom is big enough to allow for doubt and skepticism, yet holds 

all people into accountability of thought and action. Through the venture of living 

people can find answers if they genuinely seek the truth.  God is always revealing 

His truth, and the ways of Godôs creative work and of the nature of God are bigger 

than we can imagine, and yet not so big that God does not communicate his 

intimacy and infinite care.  God is constantly and consistently revealing Himself to 

us, and wooing us to understand not only His love but also His Kingdom plan that 

shall redeem us from sinôs destructiveness and the temporary existence of evil.  In 

the end, Satanôs existence itself shall be brought to an end (Revelation 28, and the 

accountability of all living creatures, shall be a 

     Godôs Kingdom has been existent and evident through people of faith in 

both Old and New Testaments of Scripture.  Yet the ultimate prophecy and promise 

of God is for this Kingdom to be manifest upon the earth in a way where evil is 

defeated and sin overcome.  The fulfillment of Godôs Kingdom on earth was, and 

is, and shall be, through Jesus Christ the Messiah, the Servant King.  

     

Godôs reign expresses itself in different stages through redemptive history. 

Therefore, men may enter into the realm of Godôs reign in its several different 

stages through redemptive history.  Therefore, men may enter into the realm of 

Godôs reign in its several stages of manifestation and experience the blessings 

of His reign in differing degrees.  Godôs Kingdom is the realm of the Age to 

Come, popularly called heaven; then we shall realize the blessings of His 

Kingdom (reign) in the perfection of their fullness.  But the Kingdom is here 

now.  There is a realm of spiritual blessing into which we may enter today and 

enjoy in part but in reality the blessings of Godôs Kingdom reign.ò 
2
  

 

                                                           
2
 [ŀŘŘΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ 9ƭŘƻƴΣ  ά¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ ǇΦ нн-23. 
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Scripture Passages 
(Psalm 47; Psalm 48; Matthew 18:1-4) 

PSALM 47 

For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. 

1
 Clap your hands, all you nations;   

     shout to God with cries of joy.  
2
 How awesome is the LORD Most High,  

     the great King over all the earth!  
3
 He subdued nations under us,  

     peoples under our feet.  
4
 He chose our inheritance for us,  

     the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. Selah  
5
 God has ascended amid shouts of joy,  

     the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.  
6
 Sing praises to God, sing praises;  

     sing praises to our King, sing praises.  

 
7
 For God is the King of all the earth;  

     sing to him a psalm of praise.  
8
 God reigns over the nations;  

     God is seated on his holy throne.  
9
 The nobles of the nations assemble  

     as the people of the God of Abraham,  

for the kings of the earth belong to God;  

     he is greatly exalted.        Psalms 47:1-9 (NIV) 

PSALM 48 

A song. A psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

1
 Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise,  

     in the city of our God, his holy mountain.  
2
 It is beautiful in its loftiness,  

     the joy of the whole earth.  

Like the utmost heights of Zaphon is Mount Zion,  

     the city of the Great King.  
3
 God is in her citadels;  

     he has shown himself to be her fortress.  

 
4
 When the kings joined forces,  

     when they advanced together,  
5
 they saw [her] and were astounded;  

     they fled in terror.  
6
 Trembling seized them there,  
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     pain like that of a woman in labor.  
7
 You destroyed them like ships of Tarshish  

     shattered by an east wind.  

 
8
 As we have heard,  

     so have we seen  

in the city of the LORD Almighty,  

     in the city of our God:  

     God makes her secure forever. Selah  
9
 Within your temple, O God,  

     we meditate on your unfailing love.  
10

 Like your name, O God,  

     your praise reaches to the ends of the earth;  

     your right hand is filled with righteousness.  
11

 Mount Zion rejoices,  

     the villages of Judah are glad  

     because of your judgments.  
12

 Walk about Zion, go around her,   count her towers,  
13

 consider well her ramparts,   view her citadels,  

     that you may tell of them to the next generation.  
14

 For this God is our God for ever and ever;  

     he will be our guide even to the end.          Psalms 48:1-14 (NIV) 

 

Matthew 18:1-4 
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?"  2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 
3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever 

humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.             

Matthew 18:1-4 (NIV) 

 

Outline of Key Scripture Passages 
LΦ DƻŘΩǎ ¢ƘǊƻƴŜ ƛǎ 9ȄŀƭǘŜŘ όtǎŀƭƳ птΥм-9) 
   !Φ !ŘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ¢ƘǊƻƴŜ όм-2) 
   .Φ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ¢ƘǊƻƴŜ όо-4) 
   /Φ tǊŀƛǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ¢ƘǊƻƴŜ όр-9) 
        1. God is present (5) 
        2. God is praised in songs (6-7) 
        3. God is proclaimed as reigning (8-9) 
 

LLΦ DƻŘΩs Reign is Manifest (Psalm 48:1-14) 
   A. In His Holy City (1-3) 
   B. In the strength of His Holy City (4-8) 
   C. In His Temple in the Holy City (9) 
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   D. Throughout the Earth and to all people (10) 
   E. In the New Jerusalem and Israel. (11) 
 

LLLΦ DƻŘΩǎ Kingdom Humbles Us. (Matthew 18:1-4)  
   A. God humbles the proud (1-2) 
   B. God changes the humble (3) 
   C. God rewards faith and humility (4) 

Exploring the Scriptures      

  

The two Psalms here are both songs of Godôs enthronement from the ñsons of 

Korahò.  These men were temple servants who led singing but were also like 

porters in serving those who came to offer their meat sacrifices in the temple. God 

used humble servants to give Him praise and adoration.  The message is one of 

exaltation of God and of Godôs presence in the Holy Temple of Jerusalem. The 

emphasis is that Godôs greatness and kingdom is to be celebrated in worship that 

honors His sovereignty over the earth. God has manifested His presence in many 

ways throughout biblical history.  Yet we realize that while this is true, there is a 

greater manifestation yet to come spoken of through the prophets and psalmists. 

The full manifestation of Godôs Kingdom is to be fulfilled in the second coming of 

Jesus Christ in a millennial reign.  These Psalms were written to give the people 

hope for the eventual full manifestation of Godôs Kingdom on earth.  Because there 

will be counterfeits who will claim to be the Christ, it is important for us to take 

note of what the real Kingdom of God will be like when the Lord returns.   

Jerusalem will be the center of Jesusô reign upon the earth, and all nations will be 

blessed and will stand in awe.   Praise that began in Israelôs history will continue 

until the future manifestation of Christ and His rule upon the earth.  These Psalms 

prepare us for that event and reign.   

 The passage from Matthew reminds us that we often approach Godôs 

Kingdom from faulty assumptions, expectations, and desires.  Jesus addresses the 

question of ñWho will be the greatest in Godôs Kingdom?ò with gentle, yet firm, 

critique.  By placing a child before them, Jesus reminds them that before God they 
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are as little children.   The Kingdom of God is not like that of this corrupted world, 

where position and titles matter.  What matters to God is that we are willing to 

humble ourselves to serve and get involved. 

 

Bridging into Today       

   

 Praise and adoration of God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, now and in the coming Kingdom of God on earth, gives us joy now, and a 

great hope and grand vision for the future.   Godôs Kingdom will be a greater 

reality in the return of Christ Jesus the King.  What will it be like when He returns 

to reign in Jerusalem some day?  The worship of Israel in the past was inspired 

with hope of the eventual reign of God on earth in a tangible and transforming way.  

Believers trust that the righteous rule of Jesus upon His return will establish the 

fullness of Godôs Kingdom above all nations, principalities and powers.    

  Jesus is the Messiah; the King who gave himself for Godôs lost children 

throughout the earth.   Jesus came to first establish Godôs Kingdom in the hearts 

and souls of all who humble themselves in faith and obedience.  Jesus will also 

come again to establish the fullness of Godôs Kingdom upon the earth.   

 

Questions for Class Discussion     

 

1. What makes for a good king or national leader?  

 

 

2. How have kings or national leaders abused their power or become ineffective?  

 

 

3. What hope did Israel share with the world about the reign of God in Psalms 47-48? 

 

 

 

4. What is the role of praise within the community of believers according to these  

         psalms? 
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5.  In what way did Jesus humble His disciples?  How are we humbled to be childlike? 

 

 

 

Closing Idea       
The more you believe in Godôs Kingdom reign, the more your faith vision will 

see that Godôs Kingdom is at hand and at work.  As you grow in faith, your service 

will increase for God. 
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2. God is Glorious and Majestic 
(Psalm 8; Psalm 24; Matthew 17:1-5) 

 

Key verse  
5
 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from 

the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 

him!"      Matthew 17:5 

 

Purpose of study  
 This study will explore two psalms (8 and 24) that emphasize the 

importance of proclaiming the glory and majesty of God.   We are called to affirm 

the name of God and discover the power of praising the Lord our God.   Growth of 

faith leads to Spirit-filled praise and adoration.  Our encounters of worship lead us 

to a deep hope and to expressions of repentance and joy before the glory of God 

and His Kingdom made manifest in Jesus Christ. 

 

Introduction  
 The people of Israel in the Old Testament spoke glowingly of their 

encounters with God.  The Psalms arise from worship and are inspired as people 

consider the Sovereignty and Majesty of God.  In their oral tradition they would 

recount the experiences that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Elijah, 

Isaiah, Daniel, and others had before God.  Believers in the New Testament gave 

witness through the gospels of their encounter with Jesus, the Son of God.  His 

teaching and miracles gave evidence to His identity, ministry, and Kingdom 

authority.  Every so often Jesus revealed a glimpse of His divine nature and 

Kingship.  In this passage from Matthew 17, God the Father/Creator spoke to Peter, 

James and John directly that Jesus was His Son, and while Jesus was transfigured 

before them, with Moses and Elijah at his side, God spoke with endearment and 

endorsement about His Son Jesus to the disciples.    
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Scripture Passages (Psalm 8; Psalm 24; Matthew 17:1-5) 
   For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David.   

1
 O LORD , our Lord,     how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

You have set your glory      above the heavens.  
2
 From the lips of children and infants      you have ordained praise  

because of your enemies,      to silence the foe and the avenger.  
3
 When I consider your heavens,      the work of your fingers,  

the moon and the stars,      which you have set in place,  
4
 what is man that you are mindful of him,     the son of man that you care for him?  

5
 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings      and crowned him with glory and honor.  

6
 You made him ruler over the works of your hands;      you put everything under his feet:  

7
 all flocks and herds,      and the beasts of the field,  

8
 the birds of the air,      and the fish of the sea,      all that swim the paths of the seas.  

9
 O LORD, our Lord,      how majestic is your name in all the earth!     ( Psalms 8:1-9  NIV) 

1
 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it,      the world, and all who live in it;  

2
 for he founded it upon the seas      and established it upon the waters.  

3
 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?      Who may stand in his holy place?  

4
 He who has clean hands and a pure heart,      who does not lift up his soul to an idol  

     or swear by what is false.  
5
 He will receive blessing from the LORD      and vindication from God his Savior.  

6
 Such is the generation of those who seek him,      who seek your face, O God of Jacob. Selah  

7
 Lift up your heads, O you gates;   be lifted up, you ancient doors,   that the King of glory may 

come in.  
8
 Who is this King of glory?      The LORD strong and mighty,      the LORD mighty in battle.  

9
 Lift up your heads, O you gates;      lift them up, you ancient doors,      that the King of glory may 

come in.  
10

 Who is he, this King of glory?  The LORD Almighty--  he is the King of glory.            

(Psalms 24:1-10 NIV)  

 

1
 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and 

led them up a high mountain by themselves. 
2
 There he was transfigured before them. His 

face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 
3
 Just then there 

appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  
4
 Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it 

is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters--one for you, one for 

Moses and one for Elijah."  
5
 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, 

and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased. Listen to him!"    

 Matthew 17:1-5 (NIV) 

 

 

Outline of Key Scripture Passages 
 

LΦ DƻŘΩǎ aŀƧŜǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ DƭƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΦ όtǎŀƭƳ уύ 
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   !Φ DƻŘΩǎ bŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΦ όмύ 
   .Φ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƛǎ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όнύ 
   /Φ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƘǳƳōƭŜǎ ǳǎΦ όо-4) 
   5Φ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǳǎ όр-8) 
   9Φ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ όфύ  
 
LLΦ ¢ƘŜ IƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ (Psalm 24) 
  A. The hope of all the earth (1-2)  
  B. The hope of salvation (3-6)  
     1. Holiness by mercy (3) 
     2. Holiness by repentance (4) 
     3. Holiness by vindication of grace (5) 
     пΦ IƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ōȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ όсύ 
  C. The hope ChristΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ όт-10)  
     1. Be alert (7) 
     2. Be aware (8)  
     3. Be ready (9) 
     4. Be assured (10)  
 
III. A Glimpse of the King of Glory (Matt. 17:1-5)  
  !Φ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭŜŀŘ όмύ 
  B. Seeing the Face of God in Jesus (2)  
  C. Seeing Jesus as the Christ (3-5) 

Exploring the Scriptures      

 David wrote many songs for worship.  He began Psalm 8 by addressing God 

through the personal name ñYahwehò, he then also addressed God as our Lord ñAdonayò, 

the name of God as the sovereign Lord having dominion over all nations and creation.  In 

this way David lead the people to understand that God is both their personal creator and 

redeemer, but also supreme Lord over all peoples.  Israel was called by God to be a 

blessing to all the nations.  God inspired Isaiah to write:  "Listen to me, my people;  hear 

me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations.    

Isaiah 51:4 (NIV)  God gave the Torah (teaching of God through the law and commands, 

primarily through the first five books of the Bible) to the Jews.  This law was fulfilled 

through the Messiah, Jesus the Christ, the Son of God who was also a Servant King for our 

salvation.   In Psalm 24 the emphasis is upon preparing Godôs people for worship in Godôs 

Holy Temple.  Holiness is what God requires for our participation in worship, holiness is 

possible only through repentance before God.   Our hope for transformation and entry into 

Godôs Kingdom is possible only through the righteousness and holiness vindicated by the 

atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, and this vindicated by the power of the resurrection.   

From this work of sanctification, the believer may look forward to the eventual return of 

the King of Glory and the opportunity to behold our Lord and Savior face to face in His 

glory and majesty. 
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 The disciples Peter, James and John were invited by Jesus up to join Him on Mt. 

Hermon, near Caesarea Philippi.   Here Jesus revealed His bright heavenly glory as the Son 

of God, Messiah.   Moses and Elijah also appeared and talked with Jesus as one would find 

servants requesting wisdom from their Master or King.  Peter sensed the significance of 

this, and in suggesting that they build booths for them makes the connection to the ñFeast 

of Tabernaclesò.  This Jewish festival looked back at how God was faithful to His people 

as they had wandered in the wilderness, but it also looked forward to the fulfillment of 

Godôs blessing on the land in the coming of Godôs Kingdom on earth.  Peter jumped to the 

conclusion that perhaps at this time Jesus would retain this glorious presence, and that after 

a time of preparation and consecration through celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles, they 

would descend the mountain and bring in the Kingdom of God.   Peter was right that Jesus 

would bring in the Kingdom of God, but the way and means for Jesus to do this was not at 

first through political overthrow and revolution.  The Kingdom of God would first be 

established within peopleôs souls through a work of salvation on the cross.  The Kingdom 

of God was not to be established through force, but by faith.   

   

Bridging into Today       

   No one can ever estimate the power of praising God.  God is exalted over creation.   

The Lord our God is personal and profound, intimate and infinite.  Worship is open to all 

who humble themselves before God, even infants in their delightful and playful babble.   

Even the songs of Godôs children are used by God to silence and overcome the foes of 

Godôs Kingdom.   God displays His glory all around us through creation, in the vast and 

deep heavens and upon the intricate and intimate workings of life on this earth.  We can 

still relate to these Psalms because true worship is timeless, and involves focus upon the 

timeless King of glory who reigns upon our hearts and over our lives first and foremost.   

 The same hope of Israel for a messiah to reign upon the earth is the same hope of 

Christians who look forward to the millennial return and reign of Jesus.   It is important for 

us to understand the nature of Jesusô reign so as not to be mislead by false messiahôs who 

would seek glory for themselves.   When Jesus comes in full glory and power it will be 

unmistakable and complete.  Only through faith in Him will we be saved, only through the 

righteousness that is His shall the Kingdom of God be manifest in the worship of Godôs 

people in the Holy City and Temple at Jerusalem.   His majesty is accompanied by His 

righteousness and holiness.   His service will honor and reflect the Glory of God our 

Heavenly Father.   

 Worship is vital for Godôs people to maintain perspective and hope.   Worship is 

also vital in the work of Godôs Holy Spirit to reveal truth and inspire faith.  When we 

worship in Spirit and in Truth now,  we not only glorify God, but are prepared for even 

greater life-transforming encounters with God.  While we shall see our Lord and Savior 

face to face some day, it is not necessary to wait for that day in order to seek His presence 

and experience His powerful forgiving love.   Like the disciples, we too may receive a 

glimpse of Christôs glory as we pray and worship God at ordained times and places. 

 

THOUGHTS:   God cares for us in very specific ways.  The Psalmist refers to the 

fingers of God being at work.  His creation is both grand and detailed,  God is involved at 

every level.  Story of being told that my cancer is still in remission.  News about brain 

condition, Arnold Chiari Malformation.  
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      The scope of Godôs Kingdom is clarified in this passage too,  the earth is the 

Lordôs and everything in it.  This has great implications for how we view the land, the 

resources, what we own, our relationships, and our responsibilities.  We are first of all 

accountable to God.   This is true from little children to adults.   Little children do remind 

us to be honest and transparent with God and one another.   There have been many 

childrenôs messages in which children will interact with me to tell me something revealing.  

A few parents have been known to squirm or laugh.  

 

 

 

Questions for Class Discussion     

  

1.   What are the primary elements in worship that we find in these two Psalms?    

 

 

 

2.   Describe the blessings and insights that God has given you in worship.  

        

 

 

3.   What hope is given to Godôs people in Psalm 24 about the coming Messiah?  

 

 

 

4.   How will it be possible for anyone to stand before God in His Holy Temple?  

 

 

 

5.  In what way does worship prepare us for the coming of Jesus as King?  

 

 

 

6. How have you experienced the glory of God in worship or in prayer?   

 

 

 

7.  What do we teach our children about worship?   

 

      In what way could we give them a greater sense of hope through worship? 
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Closing Idea   
 

When our lives line up with true worship of God, then others will 

line up to find out what our true worship is all about.  Worship is more 

than words of praise and songs of adoration, true worship extends to 

every part of life.  In Christ we are citizens of Godôs Heavenly 

Kingdom, this Kingdom is visible through our lives when we are 

obedient to Godôs word and Holy Spirit.    

The question is not so much where the Kingdom of God is, but 

where is the Kingdom of God not existent?   
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3. God is Mighty and Merciful 
(Psalm 29, 33, and 61; Matthew 18:10-14)    

January 18
th
, 2009 

 

Key verse   The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;  the LORD is 

enthroned as King forever.  The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD 
blesses his people with peace.               - Psalm 33:10-11 

 

Purpose of study  
 This study shall contemplate the nature of God as multifaceted in might and 

mercy.  The goal will be to understand that Godôs nature is made plain in the 

Kingdom that He reigns over through Christ and the people of God.   For us that 

means that when we submit to Godôs reign then it is that we will trust the might of 

God through faith and thereby show the mercy of God in service and evangelism.  

Godôs might and mercy will forever be in our consciences, we will care for the 

lowly and the lost because our heart will be moved by the love of God.  

 

Introduction  
 The might and mercy of God is celebrated in these passages.  The 

importance of understanding the height and depth of Godôs power and love is 

essential for faith and life.  Our worship of God should reflect both awe and 

humility, wonder and confession, honor and intimate approach.  The attributes we 

may ascribe to God include glory and strength, but also unfailing love and all 

sufficient grace and mercy.  Jesus exemplifies the nature of God our Father in the 

way He humbles the proud and lifts up the lowly.  The Kingdom of God is best 

seen when people of faith acknowledge and ascribe all blessings as coming from 

God, and likewise participate in passing these blessings on to others.  Being 

compassionate and faithful in service to God, extending the kindness and mercy of 

our Heavenly Father, is at the heart of Jesus the Son and His church.  Each child is 

valuable to God, and lost sinners are each loved by God.  There is great joy in 

Heaven for each lost sinner who is saved by grace, this grace being extended by 

Godôs people who participate in the saving work of the Kingdom of God.   

 

 

Scripture Passages    (Psalm 29, 33, and 61; Matthew 18:10-

14)    
1
 Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,      ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  

2
 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;      worship the LORD in the splendor of his 
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holiness.  
3
 The voice of the LORD is over the waters;   the God of glory thunders, the LORD thunders over 

the mighty waters.  
4
 The voice of the LORD is powerful;      the voice of the LORD is majestic.  

5
 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;      the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.  

6
 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,   Sirion like a young wild ox.  

7
 The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning. 

8
 The voice of the LORD shakes the 

desert;    

   the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.  
9
 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks      and strips the forests bare.   And in his temple all cry, 

"Glory!"  

 
10

 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;      the LORD is enthroned as King forever.  
11

 The LORD gives strength to his people;      the LORD blesses his people with peace.   (Psalms 

29:1-11)  
 

 
1
 Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;     it is fitting for the upright to praise him.  

2
 Praise the LORD with the harp;      make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.  

3
 Sing to him a new song;      play skillfully, and shout for joy.  

4
 For the word of the LORD is right and true;      he is faithful in all he does.  

5
 The LORD loves righteousness and justice;      the earth is full of his unfailing love.  

6
 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,      their starry host by the breath of his mouth.  

7
 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars ;      he puts the deep into storehouses.  

8
 Let all the earth fear the LORD;      let all the people of the world revere him.  

9
 For he spoke, and it came to be;      he commanded, and it stood firm.  

10
 The LORD foils the plans of the nations;      he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.  

11
 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,      the purposes of his heart through all 

generations.  
12

 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,      the people he chose for his inheritance.  
13

 From heaven the LORD looks down      and sees all mankind;  
14

 from his dwelling place he watches      all who live on earth--  
15

 he who forms the hearts of all,      who considers everything they do.  
16

 No king is saved by the size of his army;      no warrior escapes by his great strength.  
17

 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance;      despite all its great strength it cannot save.  
18

 But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him,    on those whose hope is in his unfailing 

love,  
19

 to deliver them from death   and keep them alive in famine.  
20

 We wait in hope for the LORD;   he is our help and our shield.  
21

 In him our hearts rejoice,    for we trust in his holy name.  
22

 May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD,  even as we put our hope in you.  

(Psalms 33:1-22 ) 

 
1
 Hear my cry, O God;   listen to my prayer.   

2
 From the ends of the earth I call to you,  I call as my 

heart grows faint;  lead me to the rock that is higher than I.  
3
 For you have been my refuge,  a strong 

tower against the foe.   
4
 I long to dwell in your tent forever   and take refuge in the shelter of your 

wings. Selah  
5
 For you have heard my vows, O God;   you have given me the heritage of those who fear your 

name. 
6
 Increase the days of the king's life, his years for many generations.  

7
 May he be enthroned 

in God's presence forever;   appoint your love and faithfulness to protect him. 
8
 Then will I ever sing 

praise to your name      and fulfill my vows day after day.   (Psalms 61:1-8) 

 
10

 "See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in 

heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.      
12

 "What do you think? If a man owns a 

hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go 
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to look for the one that wandered off? 
13

 And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about 

that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 
14

 In the same way your Father in 

heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.   

      (Matt 18:10-14 ) 

 

Outline of Key Scripture Passages 
LΦ tǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŜ  όtǎŀƭƳ нф:1-4) 
   A. Glory, strength and splendor (1-2) 
   B. Creator, Sustainer, King (3-4) 
LLΦ tǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ  (Psalm 29:5-11) 
   A. Humbling the high and mighty (5) 
   B. Renewing strength for all creatures (6) 
   C. Recharging and replenishing the earth (7-8) 
   D. Shaking and pruning the forests (9) 
   E. Cleansing the earth (10) 
   F. Blessing His people with strength and peace (11)  
 
III. Praising God and His Kingdom (Psalm 33) 
  A. The Call to Worship (1) 
  B.  The Call to Make Music (2-3) 
  /Φ  ¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ όо-9) 
IV. Putting the kingdoms of man in place (Psalm 33: 10-20) 
   !Φ  ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ όмл-15) 
   .Φ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ƳŀƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ όмс-17) 
   /Φ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ όму-19) 
   5Φ wŜƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ όнлύ 
V. Connecting with God through Prayer (Psalm 61) 
  A. Crying out in faith (1-3) 
  .Φ 5ŜǎƛǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ όпύ 
  C. Laying our requests before God (5-8) 
VI. A New Vision and Calling for Serving God and His Kingdom. (Matt. 18:10-14) 
  !Φ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ όмл-11) 
  BΦ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ όмн-14) 

Exploring the Scriptures      

 

 These passages from the Psalms are all oriented around the understanding 

that God is enthroned.  Not only is Godôs Kingdom established in heaven, but also 

upon earth as seen through creation and history.   Though man may scheme and 

plan outside of Godôs will, ultimately the activity of evil and sinful men will not 

prevail.  God has power and authority to allow some things to remain for a while, 

and then to strategically change things in His own timing.  God is also able to 

deliver and defend His people, and His people can trust in His providence and 

protection.   Salvation is not just a concept regarding souls for heaven, it is a 
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historical and continual working of God in human history.  This was true for Israel, 

as it will be true for Israel in the future.  This was true for the gentiles and believers 

throughout the world in the past that came to faith in Jesus Christ, and it is true for 

believers now and into the future.  

 Psalm 29 and 33 are enthronement psalms intended to highlight Godôs rule 

and power at the New Year festival.  Psalm 29 helped to clarify their worldview of 

God being in control, and of their complete reliance upon God.   Psalm 33 

expressed their joy of worship and praise, wherein they discovered Godôs presence 

and power.   Psalm 61 was a prayer by King David, though personal at first it was 

later shared publically with the people of Israel in worship and humility before 

God.  The passage from Matthew highlights Jesus teaching about how the Kingdom 

of God is designed for the least and lowly as much as for those of learning and 

status.  Jesus also gave them a glimpse of understanding regarding the work of 

angels for Godôs Kingdom, they are guardians and protectors silently and quietly 

carrying out the will of God.  Jesus moved from this perspective of angels guarding 

little children to the compassion of God being like the shepherd who reaches out to 

save one lost sheep.  The call for joining Jesus in this compassionate venture is 

clear.  The mirror is lifted up, and we are left with the challenge of caring for 

individuals who are lost and need to be shown the love and mercy of God in 

extraordinary ways, even if it means leaving the fold and going out where there is 

danger.  Connecting this to the Psalms which speak of Godôs power and 

providence, the affirmation is clear that God will guide and protect us when it 

comes to reaching out to save the lost. 

Bridging into Today       

 There was a German sculptor named Dannecker who was creating a statue 

of Christ.  For evaluating how well he was doing he asked a child what he thought 

about his sculpture.  The child looked at it and said:  ñThatôs a great manò.   

Dannecker then set to work for another week and then brought the child back in.  

The childôs face lit up as he proclaimed: ñThereôs Jesus!ò  Dannecker remembered 

the scripture ñSuffer the little children to come unto me, for to such belong the 

Kingdom of God.ò  The artist realized that he could not rely upon his own vision, 

but had to enlarge his vision in humility, even if it meant seeing through the eyes of 

a child.  Greatness in manôs view is not greatness in Godôs view.   Seeing through 

the eyes of a child helped him sculpt closer to Christ.    

 We are reminded that the greatness of man can blur our vision of the 

Kingdom of God.  God chooses the lowly and despised of this earth to humble the 

exalted and strong of this world.  Godôs kingdom is not a matter of physical or 

military might, but a matter of spirit, truth, character, morality, peace, and love.  

The more we ascribe to God honor and praise, the more God leads us to experience, 

understand, and apply His character and nature in our lives.  The fact that we are 

created in His image means that we already are made for this potential.  The dark 

side of evil has, however, led us astray to think that we are ñour own godsò.  The 
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greatest need of humanity is humility before a mighty and merciful God.   Through 

humility and worship before God we may be lifted up and given new life.   

Through the Holy Spirit given to us by Godôs grace, we are ignited to speak of the 

glory and grace of God, much as happened in Israel during temple worship and in 

worship that occurred on the Day of Pentecost for the church. This good news of 

Godôs Kingdom through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ leads us to the highways 

and byways, to people near and far, to rescue them for the Kingdom of God.  

 

Thoughts:   Who are the little ones that Jesus was talking about?  Perhaps 

anyone who does not pretend to be larger or equal to God is a little one spiritually.   

To be a citizen of the Kingdom of God is not a matter of attainment through work, 

knowledge, effort, cunning, politics, persuasion, or power.  Indeed, to be a citizen 

of Godôs Kingdom is to love, honor, trust, and glorify God as our Creator Father.  

He is head over us, and sovereign in rule, authority and power.  One must humble 

oneself in faith.  

   In Psalm 29 the people praise God through ascribing glory to God.  The 

response of God to their praise is response.  The Lordôs voice is powerful, and is 

compared to the experience of the storms in the Holy Land.  These storms sweep 

over the land from North to South, From Lebanon to Sirion.  The storms may be 

lively and intense in Lebanon (like a calf or unicorn) but they grow big and broad 

down from the mountains and become strong and mighty like an ox in the south.   

The winds blow upon Godôs command.  While God had first been described in his 

awesome work of creation, now He is described as the mover and shaper of His 

creation.   

   God spoke creation into being, and His Spirit (Ruah) that breathed out the 

stars is the same Spirit that breathed life into Adam and all who have followed.  

Astronomers say that we are created out of the dust of stars.  But more importantly, 

the Bible refers to people being given the Spirit of the Living God.  We are more 

than just ñDust in the Windò, if indeed Godôs grace and love is received for 

salvation.   Godôs plan is for our deliverance from the bondage to decay and death.  

Godôs plan is wrapped up in His unending and enduring love.   

   God is enthroned, yet God is moving in His creation.  God is not limited to 

time and space because He is infinite.  We are limited to time and space because we 

are finite.  God reigns in heaven and yet works in creation because of His infinite 

nature and power. 

Questions for Class Discussion     

 

1. What perspective do children give that blesses us with faith in God?  

 

2. What perspectives and awareness do we gain about God through our shared 

worship? 
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3. In what ways does God speak to us in worship and praise?   

 

4. What is the worldview of our times like?  In what ways is a Kingdom of God 

worldview differ? 

 

5.  How is God working through His angels to protect or preserve us?  

 

6.  In what way would you apply the parable of the lost sheep?   When were you lost or 

in need and God   

           sent someone to rescue you?    What is our priority in the church?  Is 

evangelism high on the list? 

Closing Idea   
When you hug a child, or play with a child, you are living in the priority of Godôs 

Kingdom. 

 

 

PERSONAL STORY: 

   One night I rushed home from the church to turn on my video recorder, and to watch 

one of our favorite TV series: ñLostò.  Already the fifth season of this show, this was to be 

the first new episode.   We finished our prayer at the Bible Study at 8:55pm.  I dashed 

through the back of the church, through the back yard of the parsonage and into the family 

room to turn on the television and hit the correct remote button to record the show.  I was 

thankful that I had arrived just in time, and yet as I was getting into the initial mind 

stretching beginning of this show, the phone rang.   I answered expecting that it would be 

my wife reminding me to record the episode (she was working at the hospital).  Instead, a 

dear member of our congregation told me of her niece who was brought to the emergency 

room that day with severe abdominal pains, and she told me how they could not determine 

what was wrong.  I told her I could go up just after 10pm, (you know I was still thinking 

about watching all of ñLostò.  But then the Lord convicted my heart to go immediately.   

ñAfter allò,  the Lord clarified, ñyouôre watching the show ñLostò,  now you can be in my 

own real life episode of Lost.ò  I turned off the TV (though at the time I did not know this 

disabled the tuner of my recorder), and I went and had a meaningful visit with the niece 

and her mother.   I had prayed with her aunt at the time she called at 9:05pm.,  she had 

fallen asleep a few minutes after this prayer and was now sound asleep after having gone 

through a painful and trying day.  Prayer helped, though I am sure the pain medications 

were helpful too.   I prayed with the mother and we discussed how the doctor was reluctant 

to perform any further tests.  We prayed that the doctor would be given the wisdom to 

diagnose the problem.  The next morning they determined the problem was the gall 

bladder, and she would undergo surgery.  I prayed with the 12 year old girl and her family 

and God provided for a successful surgery.   It was a time of witness to Godôs grace and 

intervention.   Now I look back and see the hand of God reminding me of how important it 

is to go out to reach lost sheep wherever they are in need and whenever God calls.   God is 

merciful, and He leads us to extend His mercy.   God is mighty, and He inspires us to pray 

for His mighty working (even in healing and intervention).    By the way, the next week, I 

did catch up on the episode I missed.  However, it paled in comparison to the real life 

drama of being involved in Godôs Kingdom work. 
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4. God is Building His Kingdom  

(Isaiah 62; Revelations 3:11-13) 
January 25

th
, 2009 

 

 Key verse   (Isaiah 62:2-3) 
2
 The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory;  

you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.  
3
 You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD's hand, a royal diadem in the hand 

of your God.  
4
 No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate.  

 

Purpose of study  
  The purpose of this study is to help believers grasp how God has been preparing 

the way for His upcoming Kingdom on earth.   In this study you will be blessed and 

challenged with how you are called to be part of Godôs work through your faithful service 

to Christ.   Hopefully your vision of Godôs Kingdom plan will be clearer and your 

awareness of how your service matters will be enhanced. 

 

Introduction  
God has been preparing His people Israel and all peoples on the earth for the coming of 

His Kingdom.  Since the fall of humanity in the garden and the influence of evil and sin, 

God has been at work to offer His gift and work of redemption, this being culminated in 

His personal presence and coming through Jesus the Savior, His Son, our Lord and King.   

This study will focus on how the Old Testament promise of Godôs Kingdom is fulfilled and 

orchestrated by Jesus Christ.  We not only may receive new life, and a new name in His 

Kingdom, with the assurance of eternal life.   Believers are also called to prepare the way 

and proclaim salvation.  While there will be adversity and suffering, we have a firm hope 

in Jesus, who will welcome us someday into the Holy City of God. 

 

Scripture Passages  (Isaiah 62; Revelations 3:11-13) 
 
1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet,  

till her righteousness shines out like the dawn,      her salvation like a blazing torch.  
2
 The nations will see your righteousness,      and all kings your glory;  

you will be called by a new name      that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.  
3
 You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD's hand,      a royal diadem in the hand of 

your God.  
4
 No longer will they call you Deserted,      or name your land Desolate.  

But you will be called Hephzibah,      and your land Beulah ;  

for the LORD will take delight in you,      and your land will be married.  
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5
 As a young man marries a maiden,      so will your sons marry you;  

as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,      so will your God rejoice over you.  
6
 I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;      they will never be silent day or 

night. You who call on the LORD,      give yourselves no rest,  
7
 and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem      and makes her the praise of the earth.  

8
 The LORD has sworn by his right hand      and by his mighty arm:  

"Never again will I give your grain      as food for your enemies,  

and never again will foreigners drink the new wine      for which you have toiled;  
9
 but those who harvest it will eat it      and praise the LORD,  

and those who gather the grapes will drink it      in the courts of my sanctuary."  
10

 Pass through, pass through the gates!      Prepare the way for the people.  

Build up, build up the highway!      Remove the stones.   Raise a banner for the nations.  

     
11

 The LORD has made proclamation      to the ends of the earth:  

"Say to the Daughter of Zion,      'See, your Savior comes!  

See, his reward is with him,      and his recompense accompanies him.'"  
12

 They will be called the Holy People,      the Redeemed of the LORD;  

and you will be called Sought After,      the City No Longer Deserted.    

   Isaiah 62:1-12 (NIV) 

 
11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 

12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he 

leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the 

new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write 

on him my new name. 13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.  

Rev 3:11-13 (NIV) 

 

Outline of Key Scripture Passages 
 
I. God Orchestrates His Kingdom Building Plan  (Isaiah 62) 
   A. The Future City of God, Zion  
   1.  Righteousness shining to the world (1-2a) 
    2.  Salvation for the people of the world (1b) 
    3.  A new name for a changed city (2b) 
    пΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ  
          a.  {ǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ όоύ 
          b.  Satisfaction and abundance (4a) 
          c.  5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ όпō-5) 

   B. The Ongoing Watch and Witness  
    1.  Watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem (6a) 
     2.  Witness by serving, Jesus is coming (6b)   
     оΦ  ²ŀǘŎƘ ōȅ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΣ  WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ όтύ 

    C.  The Sure Promise of God (8-9) 

     1.  The Promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ (8a) 
     2.  Redemption comes eventually to Israel (8b-9) 

    D.  Prepare the Way to the City of God 
     мΦ  9ƴǘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ  όмлŀύ 
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     2.  Prepare the way by removing barriers (10b) 
     3.  Welcome the nations (10c)  

   E. Proclaim the Coming of the Savior King (11-12) 

     1. The Great Commission of the Gospel 
     нΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
         ŀΦ άIƻƭȅ tŜƻǇƭŜέ 
         ōΦ ¢ƘŜ άwŜŘŜŜƳŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ 
         ŎΦ ά{ƻǳƎƘǘ !ŦǘŜǊέ 
         ŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ά/ƛǘȅ bƻ [ƻƴƎŜǊ 5ŜǎŜǊǘŜŘέ 
 

II. Jesus Prepares His Church for His Second Coming  (Revelation 3:11-13) 
    A. Hold on to Christ for your reward (11) 
    B. Remain faithful to stand victorious (12a)  
    C. The Promise of Christ to faithful believers: (12b)  
        1. He will write the name of God 
        2. He will write the name of the city of God 
        3. He will write His new name 
   5Φ [ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ όмоύ 

 

Exploring th e Scriptures      

 Isaiah was given words from God the Father to speak to His people, and all 

peoples of the earth, about the eventual establishment of the Kingdom of God on 

earth.   This will  be a kingdom not made by man, but one where God called for our 

participation through preparation.  The preparations are similar to those of a 

wedding, and are physical, mental, relational, emotional, and spiritual.  The 

covenant of God with His people was and is like that of a groom waiting for His 

bride to be ready.  The coming City of God is like the abode that God prepares for 

the bride (Israel and the church), and the groom (Jesus Christ).    Godôs coming 

reign will transform His people to be beautiful inside and out, made righteous 

through the extension of Godôs grace and righteousness, united in the righteousness 

they have received through Godôs beloved Son.  

They shall receive a new name, be given a new name for God the Father, be 

given a new name for the New Jerusalem, and be given a new name for the 

Groom/Messiah.  Some have speculated that Jesus (or Yashua in Aramaic) is the 

new name for the fulfilled Savior/Lord.  Others have speculated that when Jesus 

Christ comes again in power and glory He will have even another new name.  We 

do find in Revelation chapter one that Jesus identifies himself as the ñAlpha and 

Omegaò, ñthe living oneò.   In Revelation 19 when Jesus leads the host of heaven 

upon His return his name is mentioned as ñfaithful and trueò.  Yet these two 

descriptive names are subservient to the title that is written upon His robe and 

thigh: ñKING OF KINGS and LORD of LORDS.ò   Finally at the end of the book 

of Revelation, in chapter 22.16, Jesus affirms His name and identity again: "I, 

Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root 

and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." Rev 22:16 (NIV) 
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            In the matter of names, believers will also be given a new name when 

Christ returns in glory, or when we are lifted up into glory.  We read in Revelation 

2:17 the words of Jesus: ñ He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will 

also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who 

receives it. ñ  This is Godôs way of personally identifying and rewarding each 

individual, and provides a measure of comfort and assurance for each child of God.  

In the passage from Revelation 3 we note that Jesus Christ will write the name of 

God upon his faithful, we will likewise write the new name for the City of God, as 

well as His very own name upon the faithful.  The ultimate transformation of our 

souls will reveal more clearly who God is, what God has planned, the full nature 

and character of Jesus, and the completed salvation and character that God will 

redeem in us.  As the Apostle Paul stated:  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a 

mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 

even as I am fully known. (1 Corinthians 13:12 )   The admonition of Jesus is to 

listen and be ready by being faithful and obedient. 

 
DISCUSSIONS:  Explore connection between the enthronement of Isaiah and the 

enthronement of Christ in Revelation 4.  Also make a connection from Rev. 3 to Rev. 4 

with the holding on of crowns (faith and salvation), to the casting of crowns before Jesus 

(completion of salvation and honor of Christ) . 

Note that crowns may symbolize that we are given the crown of life, victory in the 

power of the resurrection, and the grace bestowed by Christ as we humble ourselves before 

Him as Lord.  

    Regarding Hephzibah, she was the wife of Hezekiah, and found favor in his eyes.  

So too, does God find ñdelightò or ñfavorò in us through Christôs choice to forgive and love 

us, and our choice to repent and receive His cleansing/transforming love.  Beulah is a name 

that describes the covenant God chooses to have with us that is like that of a ñmarriageò, 

but it also means ñbeautifulò.  The implications involve both the land and itôs people in 

relationship with Christ.   When Jesus comes to establish His Kingdom on earth it will 

have a profound impact on Godôs people and the land where God shall intertwine His 

blessings 
 

Bridging into Today       

 We live in a day and age where people are looking for something stable and sure to 

believe in.  Global changes in fluctuating economies, fragile ecosystems, a lack of general 

security because of wars and violence, and systemic breakdown of families and social 

support structures make it challenging to find peace and well-being.  The people of God are 

called to be faithful beacons of Godôs love, truth and grace in these times.  The body of 

Christ is called to prepare the way for the eventual coming of Jesus Christ as Savior King.  

Until He comes in power and glory the church is to be remain strong and vigilant in the 

teachings and way of righteousness shown through Scripture and revealed personally 

through Jesus Christ.  The joyful and yet difficult responsibility of preaching and living out 

the gospel of salvation in Christ is our witness and work for Godôs Kingdom.   We may 
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work together best when we are united in Christ, and led by the Holy Spirit.  If our vision 

is clear that God is at work as the reigning King over all things, then we will be encouraged 

and empowered to do great things for God.  When our vision is clouded by doubt or fear 

we can become discouraged or disabled when it comes to serving God.  Jesus called His 

church faithfully move forward in active service that prepares the way for Godôs activity.   

May believers not become so discouraged that they lose sight of Godôs eternal and 

authoritative reign over all creation.  God is working out His Kingdom plan and it shall 

involve transformation of the earth, the heavens, and all who call upon the Lord as Savior 

and King in repentance, faith, hope and trust.  

           There are many people who have become disillusioned with the 

church and its failures.  They believe in Christ and are involved in Kingdom work, 

but they have given up on the church as it exists today.  All they see is hypocrisy 

and inactive believers.  What is to become of the witness of the church?  First of 

all, the truth of the churchôs brokenness and failing is not to be quickly dismissed 

or ignored.  Honest confession is in order.  Yet the church is being broken for a 

reason, and perhaps God is up to something.  God wants the church to learn faith 

and reliance.  God wants the church to relate to a broken world.   His Son Jesus did 

when He came and died on the cross, so why should the church stop picking up the 

cross?  Why has the church relied upon comfort instead of commitment?   Why 

have created cultures in our own image with their own particular songs and rituals 

and then neglected those different from ñusò?  The church has failed, but not 

because of God but because of man.   Yet God established the church through Jesus 

Christ, and though man will fail, Jesus persists calling, empowering through the 

Holy Spirit, and leading the church back out into the fields.   Perhaps the church 

needs to be renewed as ñpriestsò of the living God, each called to represent Christ 

(See I Peter).  
     

. 

 

Questions for Class Discussion     

 

1. List the positive and negative aspects of cities in our times.  

 

2. How will the City of God be different according to Isaiah 62?  

 

3.  Discuss the beauty of symbolism that God uses when describing His people 

as being the bride in Isaiah 62.4-5.    How does this compare with how a bride 

receives a new name through marriage? 

 

4. How are we called to prepare the way for the second coming of Jesus?   In 

what ways is this exciting?      In what ways is this overwhelming?  
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5.  In Revelation 3:11-13 what is Jesus calling for His church to do preparing 

for His coming?  

 

6.  What is Jesus promise to those who are faithful?  

 

Closing Idea   
Share the good news of Jesus Christ this week by sharing with someone what Jesus has 

done in your life, and what you look forward to in Godôs coming Kingdom upon Christôs 

return in glory to the earth. 

 

 

PERSONSAL STORY 

 

THOUGHTS/ Stories:  

  Story of Ted, the want to be ñRussian Czarò who came to visit the class at the Flint 

School of Urban Ministry.   Tedôs belt buckle, LED Moving Text Display: ñTed for 

Russian Czar of a united Eastern Europe.ò  What if you are the descendent of Russian Czar 

ñ  ñ, and suppose you were asked to come back as the ñCzarò, then what?  What would you 

do?  What would be the long term impact?   

Ted was stumped, not sure what his purpose was besides self-fulfillment.   Now Ted 

could be considered mentally delusional, but in fact his aspirations are more subtly hidden 

by those of us who call ourselves mentally stable.   I did challenge him by stating that I felt 

he had ñIllusions of Grandeurò,  to which he was curious to explore what I meant.   With 

all the knowledge and intellect that Ted had, he was also very lost when it came to God.  

He could quote scriptures and understood basic concepts of the Christian faith, but when it 

came to a personal relationship with the Living Lord and Savior he admitted that he was 

not a believer.   He could believe that he was destined to be the next Russian Czar, but he 

could not humble himself before the King of Kings, and submit himself to love and serve 

Jesus Christ.  It was as if he was blind to the truth.   See II Cor. 4:4.   

     God is building His Kingdom, even working through His people in this present 

realm and era.  But the great day of the Lord, the second coming of Jesus Christ is what we 

look forward to.  Isaiah 62 is a great passage that looks forward to that day and the 

millennial rule of Christ.    

 It begins with the prophet being inspired to speak Godôs word of promise and hope.   

God is not going to stop speaking hope to His people about the future coming of His 

Kingdom.   From the words of prophecy, to the fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus ministry, 

to the witness and work of the church,  to the testimony of believers,  and to the fulfillment 

of Godôs Kingdom plan in the eventual second coming of Jesus Christ in power and glory, 

it is a journey and process whereby  God is fulfilling His Kingdom plan.  Much like the 

dawning and rise of the sun upon the earth shall be the revelation and coming of Godôs 

Kingdom upon the earth.   There is a great hymn ñWeôve a Story to Tell to the Nationsò 

that says: ñAnd the darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday bright.  

And Christôs great Kingdom shall to earth, the Kingdom of love and light.ò   I thought of 
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this one day as I was driving pre-sunrise, and the light gradually lit the horizon, then the 

sun came to the eastern horizon, then in time the sun ascended to the center of the sky.     

    The wonderful news of Godôs Kingdom, intersecting with us now, and coming in 

time, is something that can not keep still or quiet about.  Thatôs what Isaiah said, and that is 

why God calls His people to acknowledge responsibility for here and now.   In the time we 

are given to watch attentively, we are to be involved in the protection and care of our cities 

and communities.   There is nothing that can keep us from speaking of Godôs coming 

Kingdom.  Just as our Lord is speaking through the prophets of old, and works through his 

preachers of today to herald His coming.  So too, each person should not rest still, or be 

silent in their witness.  May our actions and words speak volumes of grace and truth.  May 

our very lives be a sign of Godôs Kingdom that is at hand.  Indeed our service to the least 

of all is a service to the greatest of all that is coming, Christ the Lord.  
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5. Ambassadors of the King 
(Matthew 3:1-12; II Corinthians 5:17-21)  

 

 Key verse  
20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his 

appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.   (II 

Corinthians 5:20  NIV) 
 

Purpose of study  
The hope of Godôs Kingdom is realized in the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  God 

calls His people to prepare the way for the ministry of His Son in every aspect of 

life, as well as prepare the way for His second coming.  The purpose of this study is 

to highlight the ministry of John the Baptist as a model for ministry and 

evangelism.  The goal is also to affirm that believers of Jesus Christ shall grow as 

followers, disciples who serve and represent Christ to this world in which they are 

called to live in graciously, truthfully, and faithfully.   

 

Introduction  
Paulôs teaching about ambassadorship in Godôs Kingdom will lead us into 

joyful and meaningful service.  Once we are reconciled to God, then we may 

become rightful ambassadors/agents of divinely empowered reconciliation. Godôs 

Kingdom is represented and advanced through God making His appeal through us.  

What an incredible opportunity to glorify God!  What an awesome responsibility!  

The Kingdom we represent calls for our all and our best.  Thatôs what Jesus 

modeled and that is our aim.   

 Paul understood this, but how could he inspire the church to do the same?  

How can we inspire others to catch a vision of serving for Godôs Kingdom? While 

John the Baptist inspired many people to repent of their sins and be ready for the 

coming of the Messiah, he still struggled with the religious leaders who were not 

open and ready for what God was about to do.  How open and ready are we to serve 

God outside of our comfort zone, outside of our interests, outside of our 

preconceived notions of service, outside of the scope of people we know, outside of 

the boundaries of our safe church sanctuary and homes,  outside of our will and 

into the will of God?  

An ambassador finds that place where they go outside of their citizenship so as 

to represent the country or kingdom they are citizens of.  Believers are called to be 

strong in their faith and identity in Jesus Christ, and represent the eternal values and 

truths of Godôs Kingdom in this world where there are many people who live by 

temporal values and partial truths (lies).  
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How are we called to do this?  To where do we turn for inspiration and 

strength?  John the Baptist and the Apostle Paul can give us insights, they were 

used by God in mighty ways. 

 

Scripture Passages      

Matthew 3:1-12  and  II  Corinthians 5:17-21 
 

 1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 
2
 and saying, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 
3
 This is he who was spoken of through the 

prophet Isaiah:  

"A voice of one calling in the desert,  

     'Prepare the way for the Lord,   make straight paths for him.'"  

     
4
 John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. 

His food was locusts and wild honey. 
5
 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all 

Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 
6
 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by 

him in the Jordan River.    
7
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 

to where he was baptizing, he said to them: "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 

from the coming wrath? 
8
 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

9
 And do not think you 

can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones 

God can raise up children for Abraham. 
10

 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  

     
11

 "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more 

powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire. 
12

 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire."   

       Matthew  3:1-12 (NIV) 
 

17
 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 

come! 
18

 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation: 
19

 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. 
20

 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his 

appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
21

 God made 

him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God.            II  Corinthians 5:17-21 (NIV) 

 

Outline of Key Scripture Passages 
 

LΦ tǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ  όaatthew 3:1-12) 
   A. Preaching repentance (1-2) 
   B. Preparing to receive the Lord (3) 
   C. Prophetic warnings (4-11) 
       1. A wild and crazy prophet (4) 
       2. A compassionate presence (5-6) 
       3. An honest confrontation (7-10) 
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       4. A different baptism (11)  
       5. A time of judgment (12) 
 

LLΦ {ŜǊǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ  όII Corinthians 5:17-21) 
   !Φ bŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όмтύ 
   B. Share a ministry of reconciliation (18) 
   C. Spread the message of forgiveness (19) 
   5Φ .Ŝ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όнлύ  
   E. Trust in Christ as Lord. (21)  
        1. For salvation (atonement) 
        2. For transformation (righteousness) 

Exploring the Scriptures    

 John the Baptist came as a prophet, anointed and chosen by God to 

represent Him, and prepare the way for the coming ministry of Jesus Christ.  There 

were those who followed John, and congregated daily to hear Godôs message 

through him.   There were those who came out of great need and desperation for 

healing and wholeness in their lives.  There were those who came looking for 

purity and forgiveness.  There were those who came in skepticism and doubt, and 

they wanted to watch, observe and find fault.  Note that when the Pharisees came 

they arrived and observed as a group.  They could not face John the Baptist 

individually, face to face. Instead, they stood off and scoffed, much like a gang or a 

clique that has a false sense of power through agreement to shared assumptions.  

Johnôs message was revolutionary and clearly challenging for those who were in 

positions of influence and power.  The coming of the Messiah that he was 

foretelling could spell the collapse of political and religious control for the 

Pharisees and Sadducees.   Still others feared the wrath and power of the Romans, 

and they saw John the Baptist as a troublemaker, one who would abuse his 

influence and popularity.  John was about to cause trouble, but not for his personal 

gain.  John the Baptist was a ñtrouble makerò akin to the prophets of old who had 

spoke honestly about Israelôs sins, and who provided both warning and hope for the 

generation he lived in.   

 The most important thing John had to say was ñRepent, for the Kingdom of 

Heaven is near.ò   He repeated this message over and over, and others may have 

passed this clear and simple message on so that it multiplied in urgency and potent 

effect.  Like a bell that clearly and loudly tolls,  the voice of John the Baptist and 

his message were inseparable.  He came as the fulfiller of the prophet Isaiah as he 

prepared the way for the Lord, the King of Glory.   The understanding of the 

Kingdom of Heaven being near, or ñat handò, stressed the immediacy of Godôs 

timing.  A revelation like none other was soon to be made known, and was in fact 

in their midst.         

 The description of John the Baptist tells us that this guy was sincere; he was 

totally committed to his calling.  He lived off the land, relying solely on God, so 



  
    73 

 
  

that he could continue to give an uncompromised and unadulterated message.  The 

food was locusts and the honey he ate was from wild bee hives, not domesticated.  

Now thatôs a brave man!  His clothing was not made of woven fabric but were from 

camel hair and hides.  This kept him warm and yet dry, thatôs important if you are 

around the water a lot preaching and baptizing.   

 But there was more to Johnôs message of preparation that announcing that 

the ñKingdom of Heaven was nearò,  he was called also to the ministry of 

extending Godôs grace through baptism.   Yet to those who did not ñproduce fruit 

in keeping with repentanceò he warned them of the judgment of Godôs Kingdom 

that was also at hand.  John made it clear that the One who was coming after Him 

would test and determine our spiritual fiber and character. The Savior/King to come 

would baptize with the Spirit and with fire.  The reference to the Spirit affirms the 

grace of God and the new life that comes through faith in Jesus Christ.  The 

reference to fire has had various interpretations, but is clearly also conveying the 

matter of purification and refinement.  ñWith fireò for those of faith will bring 

cleansing, purity, and redemption,  but for those who rebel, doubt, or disbelieve, the 

ñfireò will mean something quite different, something very definite regarding 

punishment, hell, and the second death (whereby their soul shall be consumed).  

We read about the ultimate end of those who do not repent and turn in faith to find 

life in God:    14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of 

fire is the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of 

life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.    Revelation 20:14-15 (NIV)  Thatôs not 

the kind of fire baptism that John the Baptist wished on anyone, so he warned them 

all, high and low in status.   Johnôs illustration of the threshing floor of grain, where 

the wheat kernels and chaff are separated through fire, helps us realize that all shall 

be judged, but not all shall be found true and right with God.  The key factor John 

identifies is our ñfruitò, that if we have repented of our sin, and if we believe in the 

One who has come to be our Savior and Lord, then God will grow good fruit in our 

lives.  The fruit authenticates the faith,  just as the fire authenticates the Spirit.  

 Paulôs message to the Corinthian church takes up the matter of Spiritual 

regeneration in Christ, and then brings us to consider who we are in relationship to 

the Kingdom of God and how we are to live as representatives of Godôs Kingdom 

in this world.  ñThe old has gone, the new has come!ò pertains to oneôs spiritual 

condition in one sense, yet also affirms the citizenship we now have in Godôs 

Kingdom.  In Christ, the risen Lord who makes his home in our hearts there is a 

new life given by the Spirit, but this new life is not solitary, it is meant to be lived 

in and for the greater community of Heaven.  The ministry of reconciliation that we 

are called to represent and bring others into becomes our ultimate life purpose 

while here on earth, while in our temporary bodies.  Paulôs emphatic plea is that we 

ñimploreò people to come to faith in Jesus Christ,  this implies passion and love, 

mercy and hope.  Faith is needed in the work of Godôs Holy Spirit that shall 

convince, as well as the truth of the gospel itself, and the power of Christôs revealed 

word, life, death, and resurrection.  ñGod made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.ò  With the gift of 
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righteousness God gives us a joyful and meaningful responsibility, to participate in 

the reconciling work of His Kingdom, to share the word of unconditional love, 

forgiveness, and new life in Christ.  

Bridging into Today       

  People wonder about what God is doing in our times.  They canôt see that 

the reign of God is in our midst, and that we are called to believe and bear fruit.  

Yet often the first step of faith is to repent of our sinfulness.  Repentance involves 

confession of our sins first, but then also commitment to change.  Still, we need 

assistance, accountability, and strength. God has designed the church, the body of 

Christ, to provide this support.  We are called to be ambassadors of reconciliation 

both outside of the church and inside of the church.  Spiritual passion and purpose 

are infused together when peopleôs lives are changed through true faith and 

submission to Jesus Christ.  When we serve Him by caring for others we find our 

calling, we grow in lasting fruit, and we represent the Kingdom of God faithfully. 

Questions for Class Discussion     

 

Why is confession and repentance necessary for change to happen?  How do we see 

this in our times? 

 

In what ways has repentance and faith brought change or healing for you?  

 

What importance does baptism have through water, Spirit, and fire?  

 

Think of ways that people have been reconciled to one another after a conflict or 

misunderstanding; how is this similar to, or different from, reconciliation with God?  

 

How is God calling you to be an ambassador of reconciliation for His Kingdom? 

Closing Idea:    Prepare for the Kingdom of God first 

through humble prayer, and the Lord will cleanse you within for service out into 

the world.
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PERSONAL STORY:  

 

  My wife Marilyn is an excellent nurse.  She is also a wonderful witness 

serving Christ and representing Godôs Kingdom through her care.  One night some 

of the nurses down the hall were helping a patient who was in the last phase of 

dying.  The woman was in her 80ôs and was now at the stage of shallow breathing.  

One of the nurses had read the 23
rd

 Psalm for her, and had prayed with her.  

Marilyn came in and also held her hand.  Then, being led by Godôs Holy Spirit, she 

spoke to her saying:  ñJesus loves you.  Your sins are forgiven.ò  The woman who 

had been restless and struggling with each breath then released the burden that was 

holding her back from letting go and trusting in Godôs grace.  In that moment of 

peaceful release into the arms of the almighty, she embraced the gift of Godôs 

mercy.  Marilyn was the ambassador of the message. There are times that the 

message of forgiveness must be clearly stated or demonstrated.  Jesus taught us to 

pray saying ñForgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that trespass against us.ò 

That is what we need for salvation, and that is what gives us peace through 

reconciliation with God.  Forgiveness is the message of the cross, and it is to be the 

message of Godôs Kingdom in Christ. When we can be ambassadors of Christ, 

sharing the message and ministry of forgiveness, then we are being faithful to the 

work of Godôs Kingdom.    
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6. The Kingdom of God is Near 
(Matthew 4:8-17; Psalm 84) 

 Key verse  From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is near." 

     (Matthew 4:17 NIV) 
 

Purpose of study  
 This study will focus on the aspect of how Godôs Kingdom is in our midst 

through the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Jesus overcame temptation as a human being, 

but He also affirms His divinity as the Son of God through His faithfulness to the 

Father.  Jesus came preaching repentance, just as John the Baptist had, but this time 

as a direct authoritative message that only the Savior/Messiah could present with 

true transforming power.   Letôs investigate the connection of Jesusô presence and 

the words of the Psalmist who longed to be where God dwelt.    

 

Introduction  
 The Psalmist, who was the director of music, had a kingdom heart and a 

kingdom priority for service.  He didnôt mind what ever level of service God called 

him to, as long as he could dwell in Godôs presence.  In the fullness of time, Jesus 

came to humbly serve as well.  It is a great revelation that our Savior and Lord 

came in the form of a servant.  The last of the devilôs temptations aimed to 

challenge Jesusô call of humble service. The devil tried to tempt Jesus to take a 

shortcut to kingship, our Lord did not flinch, but stood His ground in faithfulness to 

His Father God.  For us as sinful humanity we are called to repentance and 

faithfulness to God.  In Christ  we are welcomed to abide in the shadow of our Lord 

and God, and in Christ we may overcome temptation.  Furthermore, we are to be 

servants who seek to do the will of God above oneôs own advance.  We learn from 

Jesus who fulfilled Godôs Kingdom plan, not forsaking the cross and itôs shame, 

but completing His call to lay His life down for our salvation.     

  
Scripture Passages  (Matthew 4:8-17 and Psalm 84) 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 

of the world and their splendor. 9 "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down 

and worship me."  10 Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship 

the Lord your God, and serve him only.' " 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and 

attended him.  12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 
13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of 




